Latest News – December 2009

Delaware adopts final dam safety regulations; Substantial electric rate increase may help fund ongoing work on Wolf Creek Dam – setbacks put project behind schedule;  FEMA implements emergency plan program for Missouri dams; Final settlement handed down for 2004 NJ flood damages; Tennessee advisory board recommends tougher regulations of ash impoundments; Power company won’t release ash pond dam safety records; FERC investigates dam safety practices at NC hydroelectric plant; Dallas levees decertified; Medina Dam repairs to begin 7 years after emergency; Interim repairs to Howard Hanson Dam reduce flood risks; Russian officials continue investigation of the Sayano-Shushenskaya dam accident; Ancient dam discovered in China; Floods damage dams; States enforce dam safety regulations…


State-by-State & International News

Alabama 
Dam safety records around ash ponds are confidential, says Alabama Power. Mobile Press Register, 12/17/2009
Alabama Power and Mississippi Power, following the lead of parent company Southern Company, have refused to release dam safety records around ash ponds, calling them 'confidential business information.'


Arkansas
Eureka Springs asks FEMA for funding to help repair dam on nearby Black Bass Lake. (AP), 11/23/2009
Eureka Springs officials are requesting $400,000 to repair the 115-year-old dam at Black Bass Lake. Heavy rains further damaged the already-deteriorated dam.

Black Bass Lake dam crumbling, hazardous. Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 11/23/2009


California
On Milliken Dam safety and the absence of pollywogs. Nappa Valley Register, 12/05/2009
The general manager of the city of Napa Water Division makes clarifications to an article published on 11/29/2009 about the Milliken Dam.


Delaware
Dam regulations include city reservoir. Newark Post, 12/10/2009
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control Secretary approves Delaware Dam Safety Regulations for the state’s 53 publicly-owned dams with high or significant hazard classifications, effective on Dec. 11.


Idaho
Finding a fix for the Fish Creek Dam. Idaho Mountain Express, 12/11/2009
86-year-old high-hazard-potential concrete dam is structurally deficient; rehab costs not yet estimated.


Illinois
High-stakes gamble: Will major levee hold in next big flood? News-Democrat, 11/30/2009
USACE weighing solutions for stemming seepage beneath a major flood protection levee near the Mel Price Lock and Dam.


Kentucky
Electric Bills Could Double. WYMT, KY, 11/19/2009
People in the Lake Cumberland area could see increases of nearly 50 percent because of ongoing work on Wolf Creek Dam.

Bad Joints at Wolf Creek Dam Under Repair. Commonwealth Journal, Somerset, 11/26/2009
"Modified" data failed to reveal nine improperly fitted joints in a protective concrete embankment wall now being installed in the earthen section of Wolf Creek Dam. The joints are being repaired by installing transverse panels. The ill-fitting joints and problems with alignment of eight-inch pilot holes have put the $584M repair project about three months behind schedule; completion apparently will be delayed until December 2012.


Louisiana
Engineers' caution in Dallas tied to liability threat after Katrina. Dallas Morning News, 11/24/2009
In late November, a U.S. District Judge ruled the USACE liable for much of Hurricane Katrina's devastation. Article compares and contrasts levees protecting New Orleans and Dallas.

Eight flood-protection structures due in 2011 face delays. NOLA.com, 12/09/2009
It appears that eight major flood defense projects won't be finished in time for the 2011 hurricane season as originally scheduled, but an Army commander vowed Wednesday that temporary structures will be used, if necessary, to provide the extra protection in the interim.


Massachusetts
LWSC sets sights on wind turbine. The Daily Item of Lynn, 12/16/2009
Walden Pond dam repairs completed two years after the state Office of Dam Safety classified Walden as a high hazard dam and outlined work needed on the dam. FEMA is reimbursing Water and Sewer $92,000 toward the $507,000 repair job.

Wilton dam fails inspection. The Cabinet, 12/17/2009
MA DES has ordered Town of Wilton to respond within 45 days to letter listing deficiencies of 106-year-old dam, including cracks, excess vegetation, several leaks and deterioration of the cement structure.


Missouri
FEMA implements emergency plan program for Missouri dams St. Louis Public Radio, 11/27/2009
FEMA contracts with a Kansas City-area company to encourage dam owners to implement emergency action plans.


New Jersey
Centerton Lake to be drained for dam repair. Today's Sunbeam, Salem NJ, 12/11/2009
Dam fortified with two loads of rocks during heavy rains after local residents alerted officials about possible problems with the dam. The NJ DEP determined that the privately owned lake needs to be drained so the dam can be repaired.

Drainage process under way at Centerton Lake. Today's Sunbeam, Salem NJ, 12/12/2009
NJ DEP orders privately owned Centerton Lake drained for dam repairs after high flood waters erode the embankment. Lakeside homeowners had been working with the state prior to the recent heavy rains to get a low-interest loan for dam repairs.

Dam owner to pay $2.15M for Rancocas flood damage. Cherry Hill Courier Post, 12/16/2009
State judge approves a $2.15 million settlement to be paid by YMCA Camp Ockanickon of Medford for damage caused when its dams on the Rancocas Creek either failed or were weakened during a July 2004 storm. This is the last settlement of seven class-action suits brought by 300 property and business owners in five towns against dozens of dam owners. Overall damage awards reached nearly $9.25 million.

United Water presents plan to prevent catastrophic flooding. North Jersey Media Group, 12/17/2009
Representatives of United Water recently met with officials from Hillsdale and Woodcliff Lake at the prompting of the NJ DEP, which is requiring the water company to evaluate all of its dams and make suggestions to structural improvements to withstand more intense storms.


North Carolina
U.S. wanted hydro plant closed. Greensboro News & Record, 11/29/2009
Owners of seven hydropower plants along the Deep River claim that Randleman Reservoir could cost them more than $5.4 million over the next 50 years; owner of one of the plants previously fined by the FERC for failure to comply with regulations.

Hydroelectric plant under investigation. Greensboro News & Record, 12/10/2009
FERC launched an inquiry last week into whether the Worthville Hydroelectric Power Plant has violated its federal license by failing to operate for nearly 15 years and by not taking proper dam-safety precautions.


Pennsylvania
Bridge failures intensified flood, researchers find. Tribune Democrat, 11/28/2009
Researchers using GPS technology, extensive field research and historic archives to analyze 1889 Johnstown Flood.

Pa. praised for removing unsafe dams. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 11/28/2009
Twenty unnecessary or unsafe dams will be removed in Pennsylvania this year, making the commonwealth the national leader in river restoration, according to American Rivers.

Bondsville Dam extension granted. The Republican, 12/01/2009
The state has granted the Belchertown Land Trust a one-year extension to the order to fix or demolish the Upper Bondsville Dam.


Tennessee
Panel calls for tougher regulation of ash sites. Knoxville News Sentinel, 12/02/2009
A state advisory board formed after last year’s coal ash spill at the Kingston Fossil Plant is recommending tougher regulations of ash impoundments. TVA's board of directors has voted to eliminate wet ash storage facilities at all its power plants.

Tellico Village residents question TVA about changes to dams. Knoxville News Sentinel, 12/16/2009
Residents concerned about cost, visual impact and need for the $6 million project to raise the height of the Tellico, Watts Bar, Fort Loudoun and Cherokee dams using "sand basket" barriers.


Texas
Trinity River Levee Worries Sink Minor League Ballpark. NBC Dallas-Fort Worth, 12/08/2009
Plan for a minor league baseball park and mixed use river-walk development in Dallas is dead because the USACE has decertified the Dallas levees along the Trinity River.

Finally, dam repairs – seven years later. Bandera County Courier, 12/10/2009
Medina Dam repairs to begin.  In July 2002, downstream communities were evacuated when the dam was nearly overtopped.


Virginia
State gives RWSA conditional permit to keep dams in use. Charlottesville Daily Progress, 11/25/2009
The Rivanna Water & Sewer Authority will receive permission from state regulators to allow two 100+-year-old dams at the Ragged Mountain Reservoir to continue operating through the end of May. The two dams have been operating under conditional permits from the VA dam safety division because of their age and concerns about their structural soundness in the event of a major flood. The dams are to be replaced by one taller dam, estimated to cost from $56.5 to $99 million.


Washington
Are you prepared for the big flood? Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce, 12/10/2009
Editorial says that Howard Hanson Dam, which has protected the Green River Valley from major seasonal flooding since its construction by the Army Corps of Engineers in 1962, cannot safely contain the usual amount of runoff behind its walls without the threat of a catastrophic collapse.

Little fixes for Toutle sediment. Longview Daily News, 12/10/2009
USACE plans pilot project to test effectiveness of of small-scale barriers in intercepting sediment; wants to build series of barriers immediately upstream of its 125-foot sediment retaining dam on the north fork of the Toutle River,

Study: $30 billion in King Co. property threatened by big flood. Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 12/17/2009
According to an insurance study by First American, severe flood caused by damaged Howard Hanson Dam could place up to $30 billion worth of property at risk. This doesn't mean that there would be $30 billion worth of property damage if there was a huge flood, but the value of property could be vulnerable. Government officials have estimated that flooding could cause about $3 billion in damage.  According to the USACE, recent repairs have lessened the chance of flooding from 1-in-3 to 1-in-25.


Wisconsin
Warning system for dam utilizes solar panels, radios. Pierce County Herald, 12/16/2009
Warning system being installed for Nugget Lake Dam also makes use of a sensor to detect rising water. The cost could be less than the approximately $28,000 bid from the contractor. Information from a rain gauge and a stream gauge accompanying the system will be provided to the National Weather Service. 


International News

China 
2000 year-old flood dam discovered in Gobi desert. People's Daily, 12/17/2009
Ancient 70-km-long flood control project consists of 5 east-west extension flood dams and companion north-south diversion channels; evidence indicates continuous maintenance over 2,000 years.


Russia
The Sayano-Shushenskaya dam accident. Boston Globe, 09/09/2009
Photos of the Sayano-Shushenskaya hydroelectric plant and damages caused by the fatal blast of 8/17/09.

Deputy Blames 2 For Dam Tragedy. Moscow Times, 12/11/2009
A member of the State Duma commission investigating the cause of the Sayano-Shushenskaya dam disaster faults two workers for failing to switch off a turbine that was behaving abnormally. The Commission's full report is expected soon.

Second study of Sayano-Shushenskaya HPP dam stability starts. ITAR-TASS, 12/14/2009
The second complex study of the durability and stability of the Sayano-Shushenskaya dam has begun. The operations are conducted by specialists of the Moscow-based Centre of the Service of Geodynamic Research in the Electric Power Industry Sphere. The full study will take about a year, with initial results available in early 2010.

Russian activists visit Oroville, tour dam facilities. Chico Enterprise Record, 12/15/2009
A group of Russian environmental activists toured the Lake Oroville Dam facilities and the Feather River Fish Hatchery on 12/14 to learn more about socio-economic, safety, cultural and conservation mitigations for hydro dams. Russia plans to double its hydropower by 2020, in part by building two of the largest hydroelectric power generation dams in the world. The 8/17/09 accident at Siberia's Sayano-Shushenskaya hydro plant reportedly fueled the activists' efforts.
