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Unusual source of funding for Alabama dam repairs, legal wrangling over access to Ka Loko dam site, federal funds sought for Virginia dam rehab... 

Alabama 

Council to go forward with dam application. Florence Times Daily, 03/17/2008.  Russellville city officials will seek emergency repair funds for Sloss Lake Dam from federal Community Development Block Grant funds, usually for low-income projects, but with provisions for "urgent needs" funding

In our opinion: Dam safety: Address it.  Anniston Star, 04/03/2008 

Dam gets funds for repairs.  Florence Times Daily, 04/11/2008.  $300K provided by Gov. Riley's office through HUD for emergency repair of sinkholes in Sloss Lake dam. The Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments and Russellville city officials requested the funds, which will be administered through the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 

Arizona

Dam repairs run into millions ; County officials say price tag tops $90M. Daily News-Sun, 04/09/2008 


Arkansas

112-year-old Black Bass Lake Dam may put city between a rock and a hard place. Carroll County News, 04/09/2008 

California

Engineers release Bakersfield's flood map. KGET NBC 17 - Bakersfield, 04/08/2008. Video clip about consequences of Isabella Dam break. 

New maps show where water would go if there's an Isabella Dam failure. EyeOutForYou, 04/08/2008 

Underwater inspection reveals 2 cracks in dam. Big Bear Grizzly, 04/09/2008. Cracks in Bear Valley dam discovered during San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department training exercise in Big Bear Lake. 

Florida

Milton Dam Burst. MyFox Gulf Coast - Mobile, AL, 04/06/2008. Locklin Lake Committee had been in process of replacing old wooden dam; awaiting approval to finish construction. 

Georgia

Officials investigating hole in Gordon watershed dam. Rome News-Tribune, 04/13/2008. Sinkhole in Watershed Dam No. 77 estimated to be 75 feet long, 45 feet wide and about 35 feet deep.

Hawaii

Despite Fatal Dam Breach, Pflueger Still Refuses to Let State Land Department Inspect Ka Loko Dam; Case Before Land Board Goes to Contested Hearing. Hawaii Reporter, 04/25/2008.  At a recent state Land Board hearing, attorneys for the owner of Ka Loko Dam asserted that the state and state-contracted surveyors have no right to enter their clients property to inspect the dam, which breached 3/14/06, killing 8 people. 

Idaho

Flood Survivors Talk About Possibly Rebuilding the Teton Dam  LocalNews8.- Idaho Falls, 04/29/2008. 1976 flood victims comment on possibility of reconstructing Teton Dam. A $400,000 feasibility study is planned.

Kansas

Clinton Lake dam gets 5-year checkup; Outside engineers brought in to examine every aspect of reservoir’s embankment
Lawrence Journal World, 04/03/2008 

Maine

In Winslow, dam fight continues  Kennebec Journal & Morning Sentinel, 04/15/2008.  Removal of Fort Halifax Dam was approved by Winslow Planning Board in March; now delayed by appeals submitted by residents on April 14. One appeal has to do with stability of the riverbank and plans for the powerhouse; the second concerns contaminated sediments. 

WINSLOW: Seizure of dam is urged.  Kennebec Journal & Morning Sentinel, 04/16/2008.  In order to prevent removal of Fort Halifax Dam, some Winslow residents want the town to acquire the dam by eminent domain. The current owner, FPL Energy, estimates the cost of adding a federally required fish ladder at $3 to $4 million. 

Maryland

Md. asks city for emergency repair at Lake Roland Dam. Baltimore Sun, 04/24/2008.  City of Baltimore has negotiated an emergency $97,350 contract for repairing Lake Roland Dam sluice gates. Bent gate rod noted in recent inspection of 146-year-old dam. 


Massachusetts

Town ordered to fix Lake Ripple Dam; State says safety standards unmet. Telegram & Gazette, 03/27/2008.  DCR orders Grafton to repair significant-hazard dam by 11/2009, with interim 6-month inspections. Failure to comply could result in a $500/day fine. 

Lawsuit alleges unsafe dam. Channel 10 News, 04/22/2008.  City of Taunton facing citizens' $5M lawsuit over Lake Sabbatia cofferdam, allegedly built without proper permits or supervision.

Minnesota

Luverne seeking money for dam safety. Worthington Daily Globe, 04/26/2008. City Council to apply to DNR for partial funding for $360,000 removal and replacement of dangerous 1930s-era low-head dam. 

Historic Mantorville dam at a crossroads. Rochester Post-Bulletin, 04/26/2008. City Council discussing whether to remove or repair Civil War-era dam. 

Missouri

Bagnell Dam clears post-quake inspection. Lake Sun Leader, 4/19/0. No damages found in thorough inspection following 5.3 earthquake of 4/18.

Hominy Branch dam break dries up Moon Valley Lake. Columbia Missourian, 04/23/2008. Moon Valley Lake in Columbia has dried up because a dam on Hominy Branch broke in March, leaving a mud flat behind.

Montana

Original Hauser Dam fell to mighty Missouri. Helena Independent Record, 04/15/2008. The original Hauser Dam failed on April 14, 1908. Failure attributed to lack of anchorage to bedrock.

Nevada

Old Canals Concern Federal Water Bosses. (AP), 04/05/2008. Truckee Canal breach demonstrated risks posed by aging canals. The USBR is stepping up its canal inspection program. 

New Jersey

Judge delays settlement in Burlco flooding case. Cherry Hill Courier Post, 04/03/2008. Some claims arising from 2004 dam failures settled. Court approves $45,000 settlement against DEP. Decision on class-action lawsuit regarding Lower Aetna Dam in Medford Lakes delayed. 

Vandals damage Forge Pond dam. Asbury Park Press, 04/23/2008. Vandals used planks to raise the height of 273-year-old Forge Pond dam; increased water level damaged wildlife and surrounding vegetation and cracked the spillway. 

New York

DEC orders Ilion dam repairs. Utica Observer Dispatch, 04/02/2008. DEC orders Village of Ilion to address “significant deficiencies” in its Reservoir No. 2 dam.

Dam overflows in Town of Schaghticoke. WNYT - Albany, 04/03/2008 

Reservoir Two dam needs repairs. Herkimer Evening Telegram, 04/03/2008. Reservoir Two in Ilion under state repair order; village fined $10,000 by state DEC. Deficiencies date back to the 1980s. 

Oklahoma

Wagoner County dodges bullet from potential dam break. Coweta American, 04/10/2008. 33'-high emergency spillway at the Golf Course of Oklahoma completely eroded by floodwaters. Wagoner County Conservation District plans to seek funds to rebuild.


Pennsylvania

Calculated Risk. Centre Daily Times, 04/06/2008.  Capacity of spillway of Cold Stream Dam in Philipsburg inadequate, according to a new site-specific method the state DEP uses for calculating the PMF. 

Park partisans: A dam shame - Years after breaches, Rexmont park plans tied up as costs climb. Lebanon Daily News, 04/08/2008 

Ridgebury Township faces dam dilemma. Towanda Daily Review, 04/15/2008.  5'-high, 12'-wide concrete box culvert that dams Hidden Valley Lake is insufficient to hold outflow during PMF; classified as high-hazard-potential structure.

Tennessee

City council happy to remove water restrictions. Crossville Chronicle, 04/14/2008.  Widening spillway of Holiday Hills Dam to pass PMP will begin to begin soon. 

Utah

Kennecott apologizes again for tailings risk. Deseret Morning News, 04/04/2008

A.G.'s probe in Kennecott cover-up still under way. Salt Lake Tribune, 04/08/2008.  Utah Attorney General's office investigating whether the state helped cover up dangers of Kennecott Utah Copper's mine-waste impoundment in the late 1980s.

Kennecott cash: Copper company will pay for tailings pond study. Salt Lake Tribune, 04/09/2008

Vermont, New Hampshire

Vermont and New Hampshire monitor Connecticut River dam. Boston Globe, 04/29/2008.  Gate on the Bellows Falls hydroelectric station dam is stuck open; reduced river level could stir up sediment in reservoir.

State keeps eye on broken BF dam. Brattleboro Reformer, 04/29/2008.  Gate on the Bellows Falls hydroelectric station dam is stuck open; reduced river level could stir up sediment in reservoir. 

Virginia

Fairfax County seeks federal funds for dam upgrades to safeguard area. The Examiner, 04/08/2008 

Lake brings flood of complaints. Roanoke Times, 04/30/2008.  State DEQ has proposed a settlement of $19,880 and extensive environmental measures against a Franklin County couple who built a 32'-high dam and 7-acre lake without permits. 

Wisconsin 

DNR told to leave levee untouched. State Journal, 03/30/2008. Some residents object to DNR plans to rebuild century-old sand dikes build along Wisconsin River. 

Hydro Power Companies Observe Dam Safety Awareness Week April 28-May 3. WEBWIRE, 04/15/2008.  Gov. Doyle Joins Midwest Hydro Users Group and Wisconsin DNR in Promoting Public Safety at Dams

Canada – Ontario

Cracks cause leak at Mill Dam Posted. Owen Sound Sun Times, 04/16/2008.  Repairs to cracks in sluiceway foundation wall will cost an estimated at $85,000, plus another $90,000 to fill the cavities under the sluiceway.  The cost will be shared equally by a dam reserve fund and a Ministry of Natural Resources water control infrastructure program grant.

