Latest Dam Safety News – ASDSO Resource Center, August 2008
Dambreak in the Grand Canyon...National Academies of Science examine dam security...University of South CArolina receives National Science Foundation grant for research on levee and dam failure...Media spotlight on dam safety in Texas and Wisconsin...Unexplained cracks in new Florida reservoir...Dam repair funding under discussion in Massachusetts and New Jersey...Hope Mills, NC dam rebuilt...NC counties spar over rehab responsibilities...

NATIONAL STORIES

NSF awards $2.5 million to university for research on levee and dam failure. USC News, 02/21/2008
$2.5 million NSF grant to the University of South Carolina’s College of Engineering and Computing will support an international, collaborative research effort on levee breach and dam failure.  Dr. Hanif Chaudhry, associate dean and chair of the university’s department of civil and environmental engineering, is leading the research team that includes Dr. Jasim Imran from the college and researchers at the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium and the Instituto Superior Tecnico in Portugal. The five-year study will investigate the modeling of flood hazards and the impact of levee breach and dam failure. Dr. Chaudhry previously led a research study on the flooding caused by the levee breaches in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. A $25,000 grant from the university’s Office of Research led to an initial study in 2005 of the breached levees in New Orleans and a subsequent NSF grant of $100,000 to examine the hydraulics of the 17th Street Canal breach and the closure procedures used in the hours after the devastating storm.  Chaudhry also will conduct studies on levee failure as part of a $1.8 million, three-year project, recently funded by the Department of Homeland Security to the University of Mississippi through Oakridge National Laboratory.
Western dam security still lacking, study finds. Rocky Mountain News, 08/19/2008
National Academies of Science report says USBR has done a good job under difficult circumstances.  The Bureau has spend $84 million on security enhancements since 9/11, and has a budget of $50 million for this year, half of that for guards.

Grand Canyon floods breach dam, force evacuations. (AP), 08/17/2008

Grand Canyon National Park (AZ): Supai Canyon Evacuation Completed; Stranded Boaters Rescued. The National Park Service Morning Report, 08/20/2008

Experts: Dam May Have Broken Safety Rules. KPHO, 08/26/2008
Arizona dam safety agency says Redlands Ranch Dam should have been built according to strict regulations and undergone regular state inspections. The failed dam was apparently a simple rebuild of the Cataract Dam, which failed in 1993,  The dam break damaged waterfalls, pools and trails, which will not reopen for at least six months.

STATE NEWS

Colorado
Law enforcement outlines Dam Road security detail.  Summit Daily News, 8/5/2008
Large cargo vans now on the list of prohibited vehicles on road. Denver Water closed the road for three weeks in July, citing security concerns. The dam road is now opened to passenger vehicles between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. Security details are divided between four law enforcement agencies, paid by Denver Water. A Dillon Dam security task force is analyzing risks to the dam and long-term plans for the dam road, including installation of a device to restrict oversized vehicles.

Crews inspecting Dillon Dam. Summit Daily News, 08/14/2008

Connecticut
Concord dam breaches, officials blame rainstorms. WHDH-TV - Boston, 08/09/2008
The Warners Pond Dam, under construction, broke on Saturday, Aug. 9.  Damage assessment underway.

Florida
Reservoir Level To Drop For Inspection Of Cracks. 08/07/2008
Tampa Bay Water will lower C.W. Bill Young Regional Reservoir in order to investigate cracks up to 6" wide that began to appear in the reservoir walls a little over a year ago.  Late last year, divers discovered that the soil-cement covering the interior walls is one-half foot or more thinner at the base than called for in the engineering specifications. Tampa Bay Water has spent about $700,000 fixing the cracks since early 2007, and has another $500,000 budgeted for the problem in the 2009 fiscal year budget

RESERVOIR'S CRACKS A STUBBORN MYSTERY. St. Petersburg Times, 08/19/2008
Nearly two years after discovering long cracks in the wall of Tampa Bay Water's $146-million reservoir - the largest in Florida - and after spending $700,000 investigating the problem, engineers still don't know the cause.  The cracks in the soil cement layer of the reservoir wall were discovered in December 2006. An independent inspector hired by the state DEP reported that the cracks were up to 400 feet long and up to 151/2 inches deep.

Georgia
County to drain lake ahead of dam upgrade. Gwinnett Herald, 07/17/2008
Gwinnett County Department of Water Resources to drain Lake Inverness in Norcross before $1M upgrade to deficient high-hazard dam begins in September.

Gwinnett County, partners celebrate dam safety. Duluth Weekly, 08/13/2008
County's capital improvement program to upgrade 14 dams began in 1999. Construction is finished at seven dams and upgrade designs are being completed for another three. Three of the 7 upgrades were accomplished through the NRCS Dam Upgrade Cost Share Program, which provides 65 percent federal funding..

Idaho
Palisades to boost its dam security. Idaho Falls Post Register, 08/18/2008
USBR will install security gates at three Idaho dams: Palisades, Anderson Ranch and the lower embankment of the Deer Flat dams, an off-storage facility impounding Lake Lowell.

Security gates planned on Idaho dams. Lewiston Morning Tribune, 08/19/2008
USBR installing gates at Anderson Ranch Dam on the South Fork of the Boise River about 75 miles northeast of Boise, Palisades Dam on the South Fork of the Snake River about 55 miles southeast of Idaho Falls and Deer Flat Lower Dam in southwestern Idaho.

Maine
Expert Helps With Dam. Sun-Journal Lewiston, 08/27/2008
Canton recently took Whitney Brook dam by eminent domain after the previous owner failed to make state-ordered repairs. A citizens committee is discussing dam replacement options with the state DEP.

Massachusetts 
State Senate committee wants to give Orange $1 million to repair Williams Pond Dam. Greenfield Recorder, 07/31/2008
A $1.7 bond bill for environmental projects approved by the Senate Ways and Means Committee will now need to be negotiated by a conference committee before being sent to the governor for his approval.

Bill to pay for Whitman dam repairs advances in Statehouse. Enterprise News - Brockton, 08/16/2008
Environmental bond bill that passed House of Representatives would enable Whitman to repair Harding and Hobart pond dams. The cost of restoring both dams is estimated at $954,000. The legislation is now before the Senate.

Residents coming to the rescue. Berkshire Eagle, 08/23/2008
Citizens are discussing repair of Center Pond Dam, which the state has ordered repaired by November 2009.  The out-of-state corporate owner will fund only $150,000 of the estimated $600,000 needed to bring the century-old dam under compliance with state criteria.

Michigan
Jonesville dam's fate in doubt. Hillsdale Daily News, 08/14/2008
Dam owner asks for community's opinion and assistance in deciding whether to repair or remove damaged dam.

Nevada
LAKE LAS VEGAS: Drainage feared; owners say water could drain if bypass conduit fails. Las Vegas Review-Journal, 07/30/2008
7-foot conduit that carries storm and treated wastewater under the lake is in need of repair.  State DWR says pipe break could affect dam that impounds lake.

New Jersey
Lakes nearly back to pre-flood glory at YMCA Camp Ockanickon. Medford Central Record, 08/07/2008
Squaw Lake, Lake Stockwell and Papoose Lake dams were damaged during floods of July 14-15, 2004, which breached or damaged more then 30 dams in the county.  New dam at Lake Stockwell cost $1.3 million; the Papoose dam will not be replaced, A lawsuit against the camp for flood damages is pending.

Fear washes over lake officials; Concern sediment will surge downstream after dam breach. North Jersey Media Group, 08/11/2008
Greenwood Lake commissioners concerned about potential environmental effects of breaching unsafe West Milford Lake dam.  The project is expected to cost about $400,000.

Mount Holly seeks grant to repair dam. Burlington County Times, 08/12/2008
Township council has applied for a $2 million USDA loan to rebuild and stabilize century-old Mill Dam and a National Fish & Wildlife Fund matching grant for constructing a fish ladder at the dam.

State pushing for dam repairs; Wants action from residents. Trenton Times, 08/23/2008
State DEP has asked court to force the Mercer County Soil Conservation District and 10 residents living near two Hopewell Township dams to repair high-hazard-potential Hunts Lake and Honey Lake dams, and to impose a civil fine of $10,000 per day for each day the defendants fail to take action.

North Carolina
Hope Mills Lake full; dam working. Fayette Observer, 08/28/2008
New dam replaces dam that failed in May 2003.

Last dam wall finally in place at lake. Fayetteville Observer, 08/28/2008
New Hope Mills dam completed.

North Dakota
Cavalier County balks at Renwick Dam project. Grand Forks Herald, 08/25/2008
The Cavalier County rejects Pembina County's requests to pay $437,500, half of the 17.5 percent local share of a $5 million renovation project at Renwick Dam.

Cavalier County questions share of dam costs. (AP), 08/26/2008
Pembina County officials ask Cavalier County Water Resource District and the Cavalier County Commission to pay half  of the 17.5 percent local share of the $5 million Renwick Dam renovation project.

Pennsylvania
Creighton In Mediation On $1M Pond Flap. Lancaster New Era, 08/13/2008
Lawmaker Drained Pond In Rapho Twp. Subdivision He Had Developed, Making Neighbors Unhappy.

Elk County dam seep causing concerns downriver. Clarion News, 08/18/2008
USACE addressing seepage problems at 56-year-old East Branch Dam, classified as Dam Safety Action Class II (DSAC I indicates highest risk; DSAC V indicates compliance with current criteria).

Rhode Island
Lincoln to meet over DEM fine. Woonsocket Call, 07/31/2008
State and local officials will meet in mid-August  to address recent punitive action against the town for alleged failure to properly maintain high-hazard-potential Lime Rock Reservoir Dam.  State DEM has levied a $1,000 fine against the town of Lincoln for maintenance violations: (1) presence of tree stumps within embankment; (2) erosion and seepage on downstream embankment; (3) dam's primary spillway is a damaged undersized CMP susceptible to blockage from debris. Town officials are appealing the fine, saying that they have already spent about $200,000 on dam repairs and questing town's sole responsibility for the dam, which was given to the town in 1968 in order to preserve adjacent open space now owned by the Nature Conservancy.

Property owners thank legislators. Jamestown Press, 08/07/2008
Letter to the editor:  The East Passage Lot Owners Association's Board of Directors would like to thank Senator M. Teresa Paiva Weed and Representative Bruce J. Long for their efforts on our behalf.  East Passage Estates was originally created by Commerce Oil and includes two man-made ponds. These ponds and the dams that form them are owned and maintained by the association. One of these ponds is used by the town for water to fight fires in the northern part of the island.  Last year Rhode Island enacted legislation aimed at improving the safety of dams within the state. However, other legislation threatened to restrict our ability to raise the money needed to maintain the dams.  We met with Sen. Paiva-Weed and Rep. Long. They took the time to understand our needs and worked with us to draft and introduce legislation in the Rhode Island Senate and House. The Jamestown Town Council unanimously supported this legislation.  Throughout the legislative process Sen. Paiva-Weed and Rep. Long closely followed these bills and kept us informed of progress. Thanks to their efforts, last month legislation was enacted that allows us to continue to maintain these dams at no cost to the town.

State fines town over Lime Rock Dam status. Providence Journal-Bulletin, 08/07/2008
State DEM has fined the town of Lincoln $1,000 for alleged failue to maintain the old mill dam and for not developing an overall repair-and-replacement program. The town is appealing the fine.

South Carolina
Research funding at USC hits new record. (AP), 08/25/2008
The University of South Carolina awarded a $2.5 million National Science Foundation grant to support research on levee breach and dam failure.

Texas
Dam safety information should be made public. Dallas Morning News, 08/05/2008
Texas law restricts public info on EAPs and hazard-potential classification.

High hazard dams in Dallas-Fort Worth. Dallas Morning News, 08/05/2008
Map of area dams indicates existence of EAP, inspection date and condition.

Population grows around North Texas dams, increasing risks; state overwhelmed by inspections. Dallas Morning News, 08/03/2008
Article examines challenges facing Texas dam safety program: eight employees overseeing 7,500 state-regulated dams, state-mandated policy of confidentiality regarding dam hazard potential classification, lack of EAP requirements, uncontrolled development upstream and downstream of dams, etc.  Article points out Michigan's successful implementation of EAP requirements and Virginia's new legislation requiring developers to help pay for dam upgrades.

Virginia
State says LOW's dam repair plan insufficient. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 08/23/2008
State officials have rejected several plans and processes proposed by Lake of the Woods subdivision for allowing 2/3 PMF spillway capacity on its high-hazard-potential main dam, following an incremental damage analysis. 
If the state Soil and Water Conservation Board will meet Sept. 24 and 25 and is expected to vote on LOW's plans to refit the existing spillway with a hydraulic gate, expected to cost about $3 million.  If the SWCB turns down the proposal, LOW could be forced to build a new 750-foot roller-compacted-concrete spillway over the top of the existing dam, estimated to cost $6 - $8 million.

Dam could cost LOW big money. Orange County Review, 08/28/2008
State DCR says that the Lake of the Woods property owners association has not presented sufficient evidence to allow a reduction in a full PMF requirement for its main dam.  LOW has been fighting state spillway criteria for its dam for several years.  Further discussions will occur in late September.

Washington
OFFICIALS TO INSPECT UNLICENSED DAMS; Structures listed as potential hazards. Spokesman Review (Spokane), 08/05/2008
Department of Ecology officials have identified 594 unlicensed dams by scanning aerial photos. On-site visits will determine whether they fall within the agency's authority. The state regulates dams that hold back 10 or more acre-feet of water, and is giving landowners until Sept. 1 to report unlicensed dams without facing fines for failing to obtain construction permits.

Wisconsin
Dam inspection reports. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 07/31/2008
Database provided by the DNR shows hazard potential classification and inspection date for some but not all dams.

MOST DAMS WITHSTOOD FLOODING IN JUNE. Wisconsin State Journal, 08/02/2008
State DNR reports that June floods breached only five small low-hazard-potential dams: Cushman Dam on the Bark River, Carlin Dam on Upper Spring Creek,  Lower Spring Creek Dam, Wyocena Dam on Duck Creek, Figor Dam on the Middle Branch of Duck Creek, and an unauthorized dam in Grant County. Another 23 dams were substantially damaged and another 31 suffered minor damage. Assessments are yet to come on about 20 more dams.  The DNR has completed 543 inspections cin the past year, and is now working with owners of damaged dams on repair or reconstruction.

Map of significant- and low-hazard potential dams that have not been fully inspected in past 10 years. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 08/04/2008
Map shows 175 state-regulated dams - 32 significant hazard - overdue for inspections as required by law.

DNR still lagging in inspecting Wisconsin dams. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 08/04/2008
About 19% of the state's dams have not been inspected within the past 10 years. The DNR is now caught up on all of the state's high-hazard dams but still has to inspect 32 significant-hazard dams and 143 low-hazard dams. The state instructs dam owners to supplement state inspections with their own inspections multiple times a year. EAPs are required by law;  25% of 924 state-regulated large dams have EAPs, up from 20% a year ago. A full dam inspection includes a background check on the dam, a visual inspection, a survey of the dam's key components, documentation of the findings and capacity estimates for the dam, a report to the owner with findings and directives, and database updates.. A dam inspection takes about 50 hours, and up to 100 hours more for the follow-up with the dam owner.  With most of its 13 field inspectors filling other roles part-time at the DNR, the dam section has the equivalent of about six full-time dam inspectors. To cope with limited resources, the DNR prioritizes inspections for high- and significant-hazard dams.  The dam section has had about the same work force and budget for the past decade.

County receives federal money for dam repairs. Vernon County Broadcaster, 08/21/2008
Vernon County land and water conservation has received $214,000 from the NRCS Emergency Watershed Program (EWP) for stilling basin repairs on six Vernon County dams damaged in summer floods.

