Latest Dam Safety News - ASDSO Resource Center, December 2008

National Committee on Levee Safety formulates recommendations for Congress…California’s seismically unsound Lake Wohlford dam to be replaced…Accused Nimbus Dam plotters sentenced…Small van snagged on new Dillon Dam popup barrier…Connecticut State Bond Commission expected to approve $2.2 million for improvements to Lake Forest spillway…Iowa DNR looking at options for improving safety at lowhead dams…Fox News investigates dam safety in Virginia and Maryland…Massachusetts Hadley dam bids less than expected…Damaged Massachusetts dam removed…New Jersey homeowners association wants original dam owner to bear dam replacement costs…Crews repair cracks in new Hope Mills, NC dam…Dillsboro dam removal permit delayed…State-owned OK utility facing lawsuit for flood damages …Development costs Virginia homeowners assessed for spillway upgrade…USACE and WVDEP to split price tag for Wells Lock and Dam study…Wisconsin voters approve dam repair sales tax initiative…Lake Delton refilling…High(er) waters at Three Gorges…

National News

Committee to urge levee inventory, standards. (AP), 12/10/2008
The16-member National Committee on Levee Safety met in St. Louis to formulate recommendations for the 111th Congress, which will convene on January 6, 2009. The committee, chaired by the USACE, is composed of representatives from federal, state and local governments, American Indian tribes and the private sector. The committee recommends a comprehensive inventory and risk classification of the nation's levees, 80% of which are privately owned.  The committee also discussed the "100-year" flood protection standard.

Deeper look at levees needed, panel says. Scripps Howard News Service, 12/10/2008


State-by-State & International News

California
Seismically shaky construction at fault. San Diego Union Tribune, 11/30/2008
Seismically unsound Lake Wohlford dam to be replaced once funding of $19 to $35 million procured.

Environmental issues delay fix of Lake Perris dam. Inland News Today, 12/01/2008
Seismic stabilization project postponed due to wildlife considerations; lake was lowered three years ago.

Accused ecoterrorist gets home confinement. (AP), 12/11/2008
Two 23-year-old accomplices in plot to destroy Nimbus Dam pleaded guilty and testified against the 31-year-old ringleader, who was sentenced to almost 20 years.

China
Three Gorges Dam tested as water rises. Reuters, 12/18/2008

Colorado
Patrol cars pulled from Dillon Dam Road. Summit Daily News, 11/26/2008
Denver Water's contract with local law enforcement expired Nov. 24; "pop-up" barriers at either end of the dam can be remotely activated to deter vehicles weighing more than 13,000 pounds. The Dillon Dam security task force is developing long-term plans.

Dam Road pop-up barrier pops off bumper Denver Water is now investigating how and why the barrier malfunctioned. Summit Daily News, 12/12/2008
Popup barrier designed to block oversized vehicles from driving over Dillon Dam stopped Honda Odyssey van, causing airbags to deploy.

Connecticut 
State funds on the way to fix Lake Forest dam. Bridgeport News, 12/04/2008
State Bond Commission expected to approve $2.2 million for improvements to spillway of high-hazard-potential dam impounding 66-acre lake. Work could begin as early as March 2009;should take about 6 months.

Iowa
DNR studies water, dam safety in Independence. Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 11/29/2008
Iowa DNR looking at options for improving safety at lowhead dams.

Maryland. Virginia
Local Dam Inspections. Fox News, 11/10/2008
Web page gives condition assessment for high hazard potential dams in Maryland and Virginia.

FOX 5 Investigates: Dam Safety: Dam Danger? Fox News, 11/10/2008
ASDSO member Hal Van Aller and others are interviewed about dam safety in Maryland and Virginia.  Due to security concerns, Maryland withholds evacuation plans from the public, while Virginia allows public access.

Massachusetts
Hadley dam bids less than expected. Amherst Bulletin, 12/05/2008
Lowest of 15 bids to repair cracks in earth embankment was $438,412; town had estimated project cost at $800,000.

New Hampshire
Dam on Newfound River that nearly failed in '06 dismantled. Laconia Citizen, 12/02/2008
International Packings Corp. dam and another one downstream were breached and largely removed following May 2006 floods that forced evacuation of downtown businesses and residences for three days.

New Jersey
Taylor Park Dam faces 3 options for repair, replacement. New Jersey Independent Press, 12/12/2008
Concrete dam is in good shape but gates need work.

Judge postpones Marlton dam ruling until next year. Cherry Hill Courier Post, 12/18/2008
Kenilworth Lake Homeowners Association members want original dam owner to bear costs of replacing dam damaged during 2004 floods.

North Carolina
Engineer says cracks in Hope Mills dam are OK. Fayetteville Observer, Construction crews injecting epoxy in cracks in the concrete of the new $12 million Hope Mills dam.

Duke accuses Jackson of illegally withholding dam permits. Smoky Mountain News, 12/03/2008
Duke Energy wants to remove Dillsboro dam but has been unable to obtain required dredging permit from Jackson County.

Oklahoma
Grand River Dam Authority facing another lawsuit. (AP), 12/17/2008
Class-action lawsuit filed against the Grand River Dam Authority claims state-owned utility should pay for flood damages in Ottawa County since May 2007. July 2007 flooding resulted in $30 - $40 million in property damages. The case is similar to one filed against the GRDA in the early 1990s by over 100 Ottawa County property owners who alleged that the Authority's operation of Pensacola Dam caused flood damage to their property. The GRDA maintains it is not responsible for flooding because the Corps of Engineers assumes control of Pensacola Dam in high-water situations.

Oregon
Emergency plan set for dam failure - Public comment will be accepted before adoption. Salem Statesman Journal, 12/10/2008
City of Silverton plans to adopt a new EAP for Silver Creek Dam in February; future plans include remote monitoring and an early-warning system (est. cost: $800,000).

Dam repairs take lake to loooow pool. Sweet Home New Era, 12/11/2008
USACE trying to complete gate repairs at Foster Dam by Jan. 15 deadline.

Pennsylvania
Reinforcing dam will minimize risks. Reading Eagle, 12/13/2008
Editorial expresses support for expenditure of $4-$6 million for state-mandated reinforcements to Ontelaunee Dam.

Rhode Island
Hearing due on new dam authority. Woonsocket Call, 12/12/2008
Two public hearings will be held in early 2009 on a proposed ordinance to create a dam management district for Pascoag Reservoir-Echo Lake.

South Dakota
Money approved for dam near Lake Madison. Argus Leader, 12/02/2008
East Dakota Water Development District approves $10,000 grant to the Interlakes Water Quality Committee for construction of a small dam designed to reduce sediment and nutrient loadings to Lake Madison and downstream water bodies.

Wolf works on dam to improve water quality. Madison Daily Leader, 12/03/2008
Local resident applying for permit to build dam that would impound 9.5-acre lake that would serve as a sediment catch.

Virginia (See also: Maryland)
FOX 5 Investigates: Dam Safety, Part 2. Fox News, 11/11/2008
Story uses T Nelson Elliott dam to illustrate potential dangers of living downstream of dams.

Dam spillway needs upgrade. Winchester Star, 12/11/2008
Lake Holiday homeowners to pay $682 special assessment for spillway upgrade to what is now a high-hazard potential dam.

West Virginia
W.Va. dam gets attention from state, federal leaders. Charleston Daily Mail, 11/28/2008
The USACE and WVDEP will split the $600,000 price tag for a study of deteriorating Wells Lock and Dam on the Little Kanawha. The dam's failure could damage infrastructure upstream of the dam. The cost of stabilizing the dam could be close to $1M.

Distant link to dam disaster no less powerful. Evansville Courier & Press, 12/15/2008
A reporter recalls the Buffalo Creek dam disaster of February 26, 1972 and asks for anecdotes from others who experienced the event. Contact Garret Mathews, ormathewsg(at)courierpress.com.

Wisconsin
[Voters approve dam repair sales tax initiative]  Nerison wades into third term. Vernon County Broadcaster, 11/12/2008
By a margin of 8,593-4,976, voters in Vernon County, Wisconsin approved a sales tax of .5 percent to pay for repairs to the county's dams, which sustained $11 million in damages from floods in August 2007 and June 2008. The measure would generate about $1.2 million per year.  It will not go into effect without the approval the state legislature, which reconvenes in January.

Repairs and improvements progressing for Hustisford Dam. Beaver Dam Daily Citizen, 12/02/2008
Dam advisory committee formed to assist village of Hustisford to meet state DNR requirements reports that embankment repairs are in progress and written plans for dam inspection, operations and maintenance and for emergency action will be ready by year's end. The committee is making arrangements for a dam failure analysis and concrete repairs to be carried out over the next two years.

Lake Delton coming back to life. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 12/03/2008

Water and hope flow back into Lake Delton. WKOW - Madison, 12/05/2008
Lake Delton, emptied when a perimeter embankment washed out in June floods, is refilling. The new dam features a larger, stronger spillway to allow the dam to pass more water and an 80 foot-long emergency spillway.

Major dam study approved. Washburn County Register, 12/19/2008
County Board approves $125,000 study to replace illiegal dam at Pokegama Lake.

