Latest Dam Safety News – ASDSO Resource Center, July 2008

Midwest officials assess damages from recent floods; Corps website quells rumors about Wolf Creek Dam; Virginia officials grapple with the Lake of the Woods controversy; Connecticut State Bond Commission considers funding for Baltic Reservoir dam repairs; proceedings in Hawaii could lead to charges in deadly Kaloko breach...
U.S.
Patches without numbers. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 07/02/2008
Editorial supports funding Corps levee count. 

Dam safety: Expand federal inspection program. Salt Lake Tribune, 07/12/2008
Editorial expresses support for S. 2842, the Aging Water Infrastructure and Maintenance Act, introduced April 10 by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-NV.  The bill would mandate annual inspections of all federally owned waterworks, require the USBR to develop a priority list for repairs and rehabilitation, and provide $11 million to put the expanded program in place. Bureau officials say the legislation is unnecessary. Read the Bill.

Dam safety: Public Forum Letter. Salt Lake Tribune, 07/18/2008
Letter from Robert W. Johnson, USBR Commissioner, clarifies agency's comprehensive and strategic efforts to reduce the probability and consequences of potential dam and canal failures.

California
City Wants Millions To Secure Dam From Quake; Report: Quake Could Liquefy Dam, Send Water Into Escondido. NBC SanDiego, 07/11/2008
Report by GEI Consultants says 113-year-old Lake Wohlford Dam could liquefy in the event of a M7.5 earthquake. $10 - 20 million needed for reinforcement.  Escondido has only $3.8 million of reserves in its water fund; city officials hope to get renovations included in a water bond measure that could appear on the state ballot in November.

Colorado
Dillon Dam: Target for terror? A look at possible scenarios involving a dam attack. Summit Daily News, 07/14/2008

Glenwood a bull's-eye for torrent if dam bursts. Grand Junction Daily Sentinel, 07/14/2008

Summitville road set for 60 day closure; Construction at Superfund Site affects travel. Valley Courier, 07/24/2008
Planned improvements of surface-water management structures at the Summitville Mine Superfund Site: upgrades to the Summitville Dam Impoundment spillway channel; enlarging the Wightman Fork Diversion channel; construction of a water diversion ‘turnout’ structure; installing a seepage collection and return system; and installing a penstock in preparation for a micro-hydro power plant to be built in 2009.

Connecticut
State to give $1 million for repairs to Baltic Reservoir Dam. Norwich Bulletin, 07/24/2008
State Bond Commission expected to approve funds for repair of concrete buttress dam termed deficient by the state.  State's Dam Watch technology enables constant monitoring of state's 234 dams.

Delaware
Residents wonder how improved dam will look. Laurel Star, 07/24/2008
State presents plans for $2M upgrade to Records Pond Dam; some residents question need, proposed design.

Hawaii
Grand jury may bring charges in Kauai dam break that killed 7. Honolulu Advertiser, 07/25/2008
Proceedings on Kaua'i could lead to charges in deadly Kaloko breach.

Illinois
Report outlines costs of flood, levee work. Daily Telegraph, 07/20/2008
Report cites damages of Illinois levee failures.

Iowa
Privately owned dam remains a flood risk; DNR asks landowner to drain pond to 15 feet or less. Burlington Hawk Eye, Dam owner was unaware of permit requirement for constructing 3-year-old, 500-ft-long earthfill dam that impounds 10-acre pond.  The leaking dam is in danger of failing and flooding a county highway, which has been closed while the DNR lowers the pond's water level.  The drawdown is proceeding at a rate of about 3 ft/day and will continue until the pond reaches to a depth of about 15 ft, at which its size will be 1-2 acres.  The dam owner is cooperating with the state.

Kentucky
Concrete Barrier To Be Built At Wolf Creek Dam. WYMT, KY, 07/23/2008
USACE awards $341 million joint venture contract to Treviicos Corporation and Soletanche Bachy for the construction of a 4200-foot concrete barrier wall at Wolf Creek Dam.

Big red button counters dam rumors. Lexington Herald-Leader, 07/26/2008
USACE "Rumor Control" website page is devoted to quelling fears about Wolf Creek Dam.

Maine
Shift near dam forces evacuation of family. Central Maine Morning Sentinel, 07/20/2008
Dam removal compromises stability of riverbank; reisdents temporarily evacuated and steel sheet placed in breach to lessen force of water.

Town OKs taking dam. Lewiston Sun Journal, 07/27/2008
Canton citizens vote to take the 194-year-old Lake Anasagunticook dam by eminent domain from its owner. The town now has a year or more to repair the dam at an estimated cost of $200,000 to $300,000.  In May 2007  the state ordered the owner to open all four spillway gates on the dam because of structural instability.  The lake level has since dropped 6 feet below normal, leaving a muddy bog along the shoreline.  Citizens groups will apply for a Community Development Block Grant and ask for private donations to fix the dam. The state also has reconstruction loans available.

Maryland
Galestown Dam repairs complete. (AP), 07/21/2008
Replacing dam that washed away on 6/25/06 cost $2.5 million.

Missouri
Danger Dams. KTVI -- Fox News, 07/07/2008
State has over 5,000 unregulated dams.  Rep. Walt Bivins has been trying to pass stiffer dam safety laws for years.

Engineers recommend projects at Clearwater Dam. Daily American Republic, 07/20/2008
USACE assessment of the Clearwater Dam seepage problems and recommended remedial projects confirmed by 6 independent engineers. Installation of cutoff wall and spillway enlargement scheduled for completion in 2013 at an estimated cost of nearly $200 million.

Dam Rebuild With Roller-Compacted Concrete. Midwest Contractor, 07/28/2008
AmerenUE has determined that the safest and most economical method of rebuilding the Taum Sauk Upper Reservoir would be to use an RCC design.

New Jersey
Man aims to revive wildlife in dried pond; Asks state for help at Parsippany refuge. Star-Ledger, 07/24/2008
Manager of wildlife preserve asks state DEP to reconsider draining order on Forge Pond.  State wants developer to present repair plan for dam.

Ohio
Ohio's dams: How safe? Columbus Dispatch, 06/29/2008
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has jurisdiction over 2,620 dams and levees, with 379 classified high-hazard potential. DNR director notes lack of public awareness about risks of building in floodplains.

Oregon
Foster Lake goes down as Corps of Engineers gets set to diagnose, treat problems with dam's gates. Sweet Home New Era, June inspection indicated 2 of 4 spillway gates not working properly.

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania’s Citizens, Communities to Benefit from Cleaner Water, Improved Infrastructure as Governor Rendell Signs S.B. 2, S.B. 1341. PA Department of Environmental Protection Daily Update, 07/03/2008
Estimated cost for improving state's water and wastewater facilities, including flood control measures and unsafe, high-hazard dams, is almost $20 billion.  Governor Rendell signed into law Senate Bills 2 and 1341.  S.B. 2 will provide $800 million over the next 10 years for critical water, sewer, flood control projects and repairs to unsafe, high hazard dams in areas outside of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.  

Texas
Will levees and dams hold? The Monitor, 07/23/2008
U.S. International Boundary and Water Commission monitors flood conditions in Rio Grande Valley during Hurricane Dolly.

Virginia
LOW official discussed decision to purchase. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 07/17/2008
The Lake of the Woods Association has approved the purchase of a property in the inundation zone of the subdivision's main dam. The property is one of six properties that would be at risk in the event of the dam's failure.  Owners of the other five homes have signed letters committing themselves to evacuation in the event of a catastrophic failure of the dam, but owners of the 6th property preferred to sell their home to Lake of the Woods rather than sign the commitment letters.

State defers dam decision. Orange County Review, 07/24/2008
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board votes unanimously to extend the conditional operating certificate on Lake of the Woods main dam until September 30.  LOW recently purchased a downstream for $230,000 in order to reduce its liability in the event of dam failure.

West Virginia
RCC Dam to Provide a Reliable Drinking Water Source. PCA's Water Resources E-Briefing, 07/28/2008

Wisconsin
Crews begin Lake Delton repairs. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 07/21/2008
Lake Delton village trustees voted to spend $1.5 million to modify approaches to the dam's gates and build new emergency spillways to the left and right of the dam.  Owners of five houses that were destroyed by last month's shoreline breach may receive federal disaster relief funds.
