Latest Dam Safety News – ASDSO Resource Center, May 2008
Texas and Pennsylvania Dam Safety Audit Reports released...incidents in Georgia and Missouri...USACE taking stock of nation's levees...

National News
 Army Corps says condition of levees unknown; Agency that oversees nation's levees lacks inventory of thousands of them. (AP), 5/12/08

State-by-State News
California        
Raising dam 117 feet is no small endeavor. San Diego Union Tribune, 5/3/08        San Vicente Dam to be raised by 117'; will be the largest dam raise in the U.S.
 Folsom Dam safety improvements to start this month. (AP), 5/6/08        USBR awarded a $3.2 million contract for continued safety improvements, including filters and drains for erosion control.
 Second contract awarded for Folsom dam safety work. International Water Power and Dam Construction Newsletter, 5/21/08
 Report shows $40M needed to fix SM levee. Santa Maria Times, 5/25/08        USACE estimates cost of fixing the Santa Maria River Levee at over $40 million; preferred fix is soil cement” barrier for levee face.

They hope this levee holds, Marysville Appeal-Democrat, 5/28/08     The Jan. 2, 1997 Feather River levee failure killed three people, flooded more than 300 homes and caused about $300 million in damages in Yuba County.
 Canada - Ontario        
Dam burst at hatchery kills thousands of fish; Roads also washed out in Normandale. Brantford Expositor, 5/6/08        Normandale fish hatchery dam failed, emptying emptying a 20-acre reservoir up to 15' deep. The breach occurred around 8 a.m. when a 60-foot section of the berm on the west side of the dam gave way,
 Florida       
 Reservoir larger than Manhattan planned to help Everglades. (AP), 5/6/08
 Georgia        
White County dodges a wet disaster; Dam breach prompts emergency, but flood never comes. Gainesville Times, 5/14/08        Leak in 60-year-old Lake Wendy dam may have been caused by failed 30" corrugated steel drainage pipe.
 Local campsite dam threatens collapse. White County News, 5/15/08        Emergency over. Personnel from White County's fire department, sheriff's office, Emergency Management Agency and Emergency Medical Services kept 20+-hour watch over dam at Camp Barney Medintz. Photo of hole in dam accompanies article.
 Hawaii        
Debate is on over definition of 'dam'. Honolulu Advertiser, 5/5/08        Kaloko Dam owner blocks state access to property for a Phase 2 in-depth inspection of the dam that failed 3/14/06. Civil lawsuits resulting from the disaster are scheduled for 2009 and criminal charges remain under consideration.
Illinois
Governor signs levee funding bill. West County Journal - Town and Country,MO, 5/24/08        Gov. Blagojevich signed legislation proposed by state Sen. William R. Haine (D-Alton) to fund approx. $180 million in regional levee repairs through a quarter-cent sales tax.
 Indiana
City eyes $2M in St. Joe Dam repairs  Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, 5/27/08  Fort Wayne needs $2 million to repair St. Joe dam. Flaking off of old concrete that protects 75-year-old steel is main problem.
Kansas       
 Residents: Amendment 'unconstitutional'. Manhattan Mercury, 5/1/08        A year-old Pottawatomie County zoning amendment that limits the construction of habitable structures below watershed dams may be overturned.
 Webster spillway under repair. Hays Daily News, 5/16/08        Repairs underway to correct freeze-thaw deterioration.
 Kentucky        
Zick tells Whitson to pay up or give up; Dam bill causes rift between cities. News-Democrat & Leader - Russellville, 5/13/08        Russellville wants Lewisburg to share costs of stemming seepage through Spa Lake Dam. Total bill was $146,583; the state contributed $100,000. The lake is the major water supply for Logan County's largest employer, Logan Aluminum.  A 37-year-old agreement between the towns stipulates and 80%/20% shared ownership and responsibility for the lake.
 Louisiana        
Leaky New Orleans levee alarms experts. (AP), 5/21/08        Marshy soil complicates task of making levees safe.
 Water Still Seeping Under Newly Repaired City Levee Focus New Orleans. (AP), 5/26/08        Despite more than $22 million in repairs, a levee that broke with catastrophic effect during Hurricane Katrina is leaking again because of the mushy ground beneath New Orleans.
 Maryland        
Savage River Reservoir may be drained for dam repairs. (AP), 5/22/08        350-acre lake may be drained next winter during gate replacement.
 DROWNING UPDATE: Posted signs warn pond visitors to 'keep off' dam. Delmarva Daily Times, 5/26/08        Two men drown in Johnson Pond spillway after one slipped off ledge where "keep off" signs posted.
 Missouri        
Missouri's dam inspection program raises concerns about downstream safety. KY3 News, 5/1/08
 India's Patel Engineering wins dam reconstruction project in U.S. Forbes, 5/5/08        $250 - $280 million contract awarded for rebuilding upper reservoir at the Taum Sauk plant.  Patel subsidiary ASI RCC will execute the project.
 Army Corps of Engineers Leaders & Congressional Representative Tour Clearwater Dam. KFVS - Cape Girardeau, 5/12/08        Dam performed well during recent flooding. $175M dam reinforcement underway; scheduled completion date is 2013.
Crews Back At Work To Reinforce Alpine Lake Dam. FOX KTVI - St. Louis, 5/27/08        News footage of emergency repairs at Alpine Lake Dam, where conduit ruptured on May 27.
 DNR assessing dam near resort. Kansas City Star, 5/27/08   
Rising lake prompts state assessment of earthen dam in Warren County. (AP) 5/27/08 State and County officials are assessing an earthen dam after a broken pipe caused a rise in a lake. To fix the problem temporarily, an intake pipe was plugged and water was redirected to a secondary spillway. 
 Workers continue dam repair. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 5/28/08        Work underway following rupture of overflow pipe at Alpine Lake dam.www.ksdk.com/video/default.aspx

Video of emergency repairs at Alpine Lake Dam

Montana        
Officials announce settlement to remove Mike Horse Dam. The Missoulian, 04/28/08        $37M settlement addresses costs of removing dam and mining wastes from the Blackfoot River.
 Montana Dam Is Breached, Slowly, to Restore a Superfund Site. New York Times, 5/27/08
 Nevada        
Recent quakes haven’t shaken at-risk dam near Truckee; Officials study seismology at Martis Creek Dam. Nevada Appeal, 5/7/08
 New Hampshire        
State and engineer disagree over Hollis dam. Nashua Telegraph, 5/19/08        Mossman Dam failed in April 2007.  The property was sold in July to adjoining land owners who now want to rebuild the dam.  At issue:  hazard classification of a replacement dam, payment of damages to downstream property owners who spent an estimated $500,000 on cleanup and repairs following the dam failure, and proof of financial responsibility of the new property owners in case of a future dam failure.
 New York        
Small dam owners balk at tighter rules. Daily Gazette - Schenectady, 5/3/08        Small dam owners concerned over proposed DEC regulations that would require them to pay for inspections.
 North Carolina        
N.C. dam rated 'conditionally unsafe'. Charlotte Observer, 5/12/08        Extensive development below Falls Lake's dam would be inundated in the event of dam failure.
 Pennsylvania        

A special performance audit of the Department of Environmental Protection: dam and levee safety (2008)  Pennsylvania Bureau of Departmental Audits. Report containing the results of the State Auditor General's special performance audit of the DEP Dam and Levee Safety program for the period 7/1/2002 through 9/18/2006. Included are 29 recommendations to improve DEP's administering of dam and levee safety. 

High-hazard dam needs fix. New Age Examiner, 04/30/08        Nearly $2 million will be needed to replace concrete spillway and repair a high-hazard dam owned by the state at Stevens Lake.
 DEP Called on to Tighten Dam Safety Inspections; Says 75% of High-Hazard Dams Lacked Adequate Emergency Action Plans. Tri State Observer - Milford, 5/1/08
 DEP Responds to Auditor General’s Dam Safety Program Audit. [PA Department of Environmental Protection Press Release], 5/1/08
 Audit: Pa. needs to improve dam safety enforcement. (AP), 5/2/08
 Audit: State lax on dam safety; At Speedwell Forge, a breach could kill. Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, 5/2/08
 State says local dams at risk. Beaver County Times, 5/11/08
 Loch Alsh dam deemed unsafe by DEP. Ambler Gazette, 5/14/08        DEP has identified 66 unsafe high-hazard dams; most have inadequate spillways.
 Texas      

An Audit Report on The Dam Safety Program at the Commission on Environmental Quality (2008)  Texas State Auditor's Office. The Commission on Environmental Quality’s dam safety program, as currently designed and operating, is not able to accomplish its statutory mandate.  The program's eight employees are responsible for 7,603 state-regulated dams.
Repairs on dam at Murphy Park to start soon; Lake could be full again by September, city officials say. Austin American-Statesman, 5/8/08        73-year-old City Lake dam in Taylor was damaged in January 2007 during severe rainstorms. Taylor City Council has awarded a $264,000 contract to Austin Filter Systems Inc. to repair the dam's collapsed sidewall and replace the sluice gate.
 Audit finds problems with Texas' dam safety program. (AP), 5/9/08
 Safety of dams in Texas uncertain; Agency says it needs more funds and inspectors. Houston Chronicle, 5/9/08
 State falling down on dam safety job; Austin-area dams coming off decade-long overhaul. Austin American-Statesman, 5/10/08        Audit calls for more owner accountability, stronger enforcement, mandatory EAPs and greater legislative support for state dam safety program.  Senate Natural Resources Committee hearing in Dallas on May 13.
 Lawmakers begin tackling dam safety problems. News 8 Austin, 5/14/08
 Environmental official sounds warning to Texas Senate panel about safety of dams. Dallas Morning News, 5/14/08
 Editorial: State dam inspections fall far behind acceptable pace. San Antonio Express-News, 5/14/08        TCEQ has only seven inspectors to keep track of 7,603 dams. TCEQ deputy director says 24 employees needed.
 Canyon Dam passes safety tests, officials say. Herald-Zeitung, 5/20/08
 Police boat pulls pair atop dam to safety. Houston Chronicle, 5/22/08        Fishing boat nearly toppled 60 feet from Lake Houston Dam.
 Virginia        
The Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board and the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation recognized Del. Beverly J. Sherwood, R-Frederick County, for her efforts to assist with keeping homes and businesses surrounding Virginia's dams safe. Winchester Star, 5/16/08        Sherwood sponsored DCR legislation allowing communities to map dambreak inundation zones and share costs of dam upgrades with developers.
