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Governor Rendell meets with Obama transition team…Dam failures in Australia and Washington State…Grand jury indicts Hawaii land owner over fatal Kaloko Dam collapse…Massachusetts program continues aggressive safety enforcement efforts…Federal agencies taking steps to stabilize North Carolina tailings dam
National News

Nearly Half of U.S. States Fail on Emergency Plan Communication. [George Mason University Press Release], 10/21/2008
A new study by George Mason University Communication Professor Carl Botan alumnus Paul Penchalapadu finds that 22 states either have no state-level emergency plan or do not provide it readily to the public.  The study - entitled Using Sense-Making and Co-orientation to Rank Strategic Public Communication in State Emergency Operations Plans - will be presented at the National Communication Association annual conference in San Diego on Saturday, Nov. 22. For a full copy of the study contact Tara Laskowski, Public Relations Manager, George Mason University at 703-993-8815 or tlaskows@gmu.edu.

Rendell, Obama transition team meet; Governor touting current, ex-employees for spots on the presidential staff. Morning Call (Allentown), 11/18/2008
Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell met with members of Barack Obama's presidential transition team on Nov. 17 to promote federal infrastructure funding and said he plans to recommend seven or eight administrative appointments to Obama's staff, including his former secretary of environmental protection, Kathleen McGinty.

State-by-State & International News

Australia
Investigations continue into deadly dam collapse. ABC Online - Australia, 11/24/2008
On Nov. 23, an inflatable section of the Bedford weir collapsed, releasing 6,000 megaliters of water. Three adults and a 4-year-old girl, Nelani Koefer, were caught in the flood. The adults survived by clinging to branches. Nelani's body was found 800 meters downstream.

Vandalism not ruled out in deadly dam collapse. ABC Online - Australia, 11/24/2008

Inflatable dams pass safety checks after child's death. ABC Online - Australia, 11/24/2008
Six dams similar to the failed Bedford Weir deemed safe.

Ashwell State School evacuated over fears dam may burst. Australian Associated Press, 11/24/2008
Ashwell State School in Rosewood was evacuated while State Emergency Service officers inspected a privately owned farm dam about 2km from the school.

California
Auburn Dam may really be dead this time. Los Angeles Times, 11/16/2008
California may rescind legal right granted to the federal government to store water behind the dam.

Quake-exposed Sierra dam reopened by Army engineers. Sacramento Bee, 11/24/2008
The USACE has named Martis Creek Dam the sixth-riskiest of its 610 dams nationwide. The dam has reopened to the public after completion of drilling operations, but recently discovered faults and excessive seepage will likely lead to further repairs, replacement or removal.

Canada - Ontario
Report on dam under wraps. London Free Press, 10/31/2008
London Board of Control withholding report on Spring 2008 failure of $6.8-million Springbank Dam.

Silence unacceptable on Springbank Dam. London Free Press, 11/5/2008
Editorial calls for accountability for defective gates, cost to taxpayers.

Hawaii
Ex-Mayor Subpoenaed In Dam Inquiry. KITV - Honolulu, 11/4/2008
Former Kauai Mayor Maryanne Kusaka subpoenaed to testify in front of a special grand jury investigating the 2006 Kaloko dam failure.

Pflueger's attorney wants AG off Ka Loko Dam probe. KHNL - Honolulu, 11/12/2008
Attorney representing a Kauai landowner wants the state attorney general disqualified from serving as prosecutor in the criminal probe into the 2006 Ka Loko Dam break.

Second grand jury probes dam. Honolulu Advertiser, 11/20/2008
Second grand jury probes fatal 2006 Kaloko dam failure; considers criminal charges against dam owner.

Pflueger indicted in fatal Kauai dam collapse. Pacific Business News (Honolulu), 11/21/2008
Kauai land owner James Pflueger surrendered to authorities after being indicted on seven counts of manslaughter in connection with the deadly failure of Kaloko dam on March 14, 2006. He was booked and released on $71,000 bail. His attorney says Pflueger plans to plead not guilty.

Idaho
Dworshak Dam in N. Idaho a little leaky, but safe. The Olympian, 11/1/2008

Illinois
Spaulding Dam gets second new gate. State Journal-Register, 11/19/2008
All five gates at Spaulding Dam are being replaced; cost: $6.2 million, paid for by two water revenue bonds. Link includes video showing work.

Iowa
Greene dam undermined. Charles City Press, 10/31/2008
Divers discover scouring on dam's apron; reservoir lowered until dam repaired.

Long-awaited bladder dam taking shape. Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 11/17/2008
Inflatable rubber bladder installed at Cedar River dam in Waterloo; system to be tested soon. 

Kansas
Reservoir's size surprises some. Wichita Eagle, 11/5/2008
New $15 million HorseThief Reservoir dam is over 7,200 feet long and about 86 feet high; should be completed in November 2009.

Kentucky
Corps awards $341-million fix for high-risk dam in Kentucky. Engineering News-Record, 10/27/2008
2'-thick concrete barrier wall will extend 125' into karstic rock under Wolf Creek Dam.

Massachusetts
AG files a suit against dam owner. Taunton Gazette, 11/1/2008
Owner of Morey's Bridge Dam on Lake Sabbatia and the temporary cofferdam directly in front of it is facing more than $100,000 in fines as a result of a suit brought by the state Attorney General.

Potential dam catastrophe leads to Mass. lawsuit. Legal News Line, 11/4/2008
State AG has filed a lawsuit requesting emergency measures at Lake Sabbatia's two dams: the Morey's Bridge Dam, and a temporary structure built 25 feet upstream in July 2007.

Van Horn dam in Springfield, classified by the state as being a 'high hazard,' due to be repaired. Springfield Republican, 11/17/2008
The city of Springfield plans to begin repairs, including removal of vegetation, within six months to a year.  Local and state officials have earmarked funds for the dam project in recent months.

Rockland gets extension for dam repairs . Rockland Standard, 11/21/2008
Mass. Office of Dam Safety offered Rockland a one-year extension to complete repairs to the deteriorated Reed's (or Studley's) Pond dam. Without the extension the town was subject to $500-a-day fines. The town's budget is strained and funding sources are limited. Not including repairs to the dam, the town is already at an estimated $900,000 deficit for the upcoming fiscal year.

New York
NY officials hope removing dam will revive fishing. Newsday, 11/11/2008
$200,000 project to remove deteriorated and undersized Fort Covington dam underway.  The near-century-old 9'-high dam has not generated power since the 1940s.

North Carolina
Ore Knob dam draws EPA attention. Jefferson Post, 11/17/2008
In March 2008, the USBR determined that Ore Knob Mine dam in Laurel Springs was at risk of failure due to faulty drainage pipe. Severe erosion of the 70'-high and 700'-wide dam could expose mine tailings that could create hazardous substances in the surface water and sediment throughout Ore Knob Branch (1.5 miles) and Little Peak Creek (2.25 miles). A wide area or land surrounding the 20-acre tailings site is sterile. The EPA proposes (1) A geotechnical investigation and stability analysis of the dam in order to determine the proper method of minimizing erosion of the dam face; (2) Capping and abandoning the decant pipe that runs throughout the dam;  (3) Construction of diversion channels around the tailings dam in order to eliminate surface water run-on; and (4) Ensuring adequate freeboard in the downstream sediment pond including excavation and treatment of contaminated soils, sediments and tailings or elimination of the sediment pond by solidifying the tailings in place.  Contractors began removing tailing sludge from the sediment pond in October and work will continue for several months.  EPA officials are on site as an emergency response team in the event of failure of the eroded tailings dam.  Tailings have slumped over, partially blocking a 24" pipe that directs water from Ore Knob Branch underneath the tailings into a sediment pond. That pond is full and cannot contain sediment from continuing down Ore Knob Branch. Seepage from the dam has high concentrations of aluminum, copper, iron, manganese, silver, zinc and sulfate.  For more information: www.epaosc.net/oreknob.

WK Dickson Saves Historic Dam from the Wrecking Ball -- Wins Award. Business Wire (press release), 11/21/2008
American Council of Engineering Companies of North Carolina bestows Honor Award for Engineering Excellence on WK Dickson for the South Mountains State Park Dam Rehabilitation Project in Connelly, North Carolina.

Pennsylvania
Crews rush to stabilize lock by year's end. Leader Times, 11/24/2008
Crews working to repair severe erosion at Allegheny River Lock 6; repairs termed critical.

United Kingdom
Kayakers plunge down Britain's tallest dam spillway. The Telegraph, 11/17/2008
YouTube video shows kayakers paddling spillway of 300ft tall Llyn Brianne Dam, near Llandovery, Wales; Welsh Water announced it bring tresspassing charges against thrill seekers.  

Utah
Deer Creek Dam reinforcement wraps up early. Salt Lake Tribune, 11/5/2008
Five-year, $30 million safety upgrade will enable dam to better withstand a quake.

Seepage, stopped by prompt action, overwhelming force. Engineering News-Record, 11/24/2008
$17.43M repair project at Arthur V. Watkins Dam ahead of schedule.  The Willard Bay reservoir was lowered in November 2006, after the USBR discovered that the dam was near failure due to severe leakage.
Virginia
Planners support rezoning requests. Northern Virginia Daily (Strasburg, VA), 11/08/2008
Woodstock Planning Commission recommends approval of rezonings and special-use permit requests allowing Bryce Resort to build up to 30 townhouses near 36-year-old Lake Laura dam.  One commissioner voted against the recommendation, citing concerns about the safety of existing downstream residences.  State regulations will required an upgraded spillway, should the development go forward.

Washington
Army Corps identifies leaking dam near Walla Walla. Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 11/5/2008
Mill Creek Storage dam poses unacceptable risk.

Cosmopolis flooded after dam gives way. KING-TV Seattle WA, 11/12/2008
Video news report of flooding and failed dam.  A tree that fell on the dam may have caused the failure.  Cosmopolis mayor comments also at this link.

Storm takes out Cosi dam. Grays Harbor Daily World - Aberdeen, 11/13/2008
The Mill Creek dam burst on Nov. 12, breaking a pedestrian bridge and flooding nearby residential areas. The Department of Ecology determined that dislodged root balls from falling trees collapsed a 3' by 6' section of the dam. No homes were evacuated and no injuries were reported, but up to 12 residences in Cosmopolis may have sustained some flooding. Permanent repairs to the dam won't be made until summer 2009; replacement is an option.




