Latest Dam Safety News – ASDSO Resource Center, October 2008

National Dam Safety Program budget increases by $1M…Infrastructure maintenance gains popular support…Rep. Randy Wood champions push for Alabama dam safety legislation …Massachusetts dam safety program threatened by statewide budget cuts…Big Bay rebuild underway while legal actions over failure continue…Hope Mills glad to regain lake after 2003 dam failure…High costs of dam repairs confront communities in Georgia, Maine, Wisconsin…
National News

Dam Safety Gets Funding Boost in FY 2009. This Week in Washington (ASCE), 10/10/2008
The federal Dam Safety Program received $6 million in the Fiscal Year 2009 Continuing Resolution, signed last month by the president. This represents a $1 million increase in funding over the FY 2008 level. 

Pouring billions into aging U.S. infrastructure urged to help avoid recession. Dallas Morning News, 10/14/2008

Infrastructure Is Viable Quick Fix, Academics Tell Bush Administration. ENR, 10/28/2008

Homeland security, resiliency linked to economic revitalization. Homeland Security Today, 10/08/2008
An analysis of the high costs of not allocating funds for infrastructure maintenance; article cites worst-case Wolf Creek Dam scenario..

State-by-State News

Alabama
Birmingham incident brings issue of dam safety in state to forefront. Anniston Star, 10/1/2008
State Rep. Randy Wood plans to reintroduce legislation to establish a Alabama Dam Inventory and Classification Act in the legislative session that begins in Feb. 2009.  The bill would give the state the authority to inventory and classify the hazard potential of an estimated 6,000 non-federal dams that are 25' high, or can impound 50AF, or pose a hazard to people or infrastructure.

Arkansas
Dam could remain closed for two more years. Benton County Daily Record, 10/29/2008
Lake Bella Vista dam failed in March.  FEMA may grant $ 700,000 for repairs; reconstruction could cost approximately $2.2 million.

California
Secretary Kempthorne Announces $48 Million Contract for Folsom Dam and Reservoir Modification Project. [USBR Press Release], 9/29/08

Rubber dam a concrete remedy? San Diego Union Tribune, 10/29/08
USBR proposes inflatable dam to increase North County drinking-water supply.

FloridaCracks in the Dam Require More Than Just a Bit of Gum. Tampa Tribune, 10/24/2008
Comments on the new, leaking $146M C.W. "Bill" Young Regional Reservoir.

Georgia
State could make lakefront residents pay for costly dams. Atlanta Journal & Constitution, 10/05/2008
State says homeowners association must correct seepage and stability problems at Lakeview Plantation dam or face legal action. Deficiencies of the 475-foot-long, 27-foot-high, high-hazard structure include a leaky 36-inch spillway pipe, lack of a drainage system for the lake, and steepness of the dam’s slope. The HOA's annual budget is $14,000; it estimates repair costs at $150,000 to $225,000, although no engineering evaluation has been made. The lake was built as a farm pond; the dam was not upgraded when the property was developed in the 1990s.

Idaho
Dworshak Dam wins 'potentially unsafe' rating. (AP), 10/05/2008

Dam safe:Despite a seemingly worrisome rating, officials say Dworshak Dam is in no danger of falling down. Lewiston Morning Tribune, 10/5/08
Corps risk assessment in February rated Dworshak a 2 on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 the safest. Dam's deficiencies include seepage through the dam's water stops, clogged drains that interfere with monitoring of uplift pressures, and an outdated EAP. The 2009 federal budget tentatively includes $1 million to continue work on the dam.

Kentucky
Construction of new dam barrier could start next week - underground wall will stretch 4,200 feet. Lexington Herald-Leader, 10/03/2008
Barrier construction is part of the project to shore up the Wolf Creek Dam that impounds Lake Cumberland.

Maine
Town Still Waiting For Dam Repair. WCSH-TV - Portland, 10/02/2008
Town of Jefferson and the Lincoln County Emergency Management Office are hoping for FEMA funds to repair Meserve Dam, severely damaged in spring floods. The mill pond behind the dam provides water for the fire department; repairs will likely cost $50,000 to $75,000.

Massachusetts
Study shows dam unsafe - Wilson Mill Dam in 'bad shape'. Bedford Minuteman, 10/09/2008
1600s-era significant-hazard-potential dam requires rehabilitation or removal; deficiencies include piping and corroded pipe.  Preliminary cost estimates of five options range from about $760,000 to $1.75 million.

Deval Patrick to ax 1,000 jobs and $1B from budget. Boston Herald, 10/16/2008
Dam safety program threatened by state budget shortfall.

Michigan
Mill Pond resolution: No more dam, keep pond. Cadillac News, 10/15/2008
Dam to be removed for both environmental and safety reasons.

Minnesota
June flooding might have damaged Lanesboro dam. Rochester Post-Bulletin, 10/18/2008

Mississippi
Dam incident still not settled. Hattiesburg American, 10/20/2008
Reconstruction of Big Bay Lake is underway.  The new dam will be 60' high and will incorporate a slurry wall designed to prevent erosion under the foundation.  Construction may be completed long before the more than 100 victims of the March 12, 2004 dam failure are compensated for property losses.  The Lamar County Board of Supervisors has approved additional development around Big Bay Lake.

Montana
Hyalite Dam to be fitted with warning system. KPAX-TV - Missoula, 09/30/2008
DHS grants Gallatin County $267,206 for construction and implementation of system.

Nevada
Finding faults: Army Corps of Engineers assesses Martis Dam risks. Sierra Sun, 10/14/2008
USACE investigating a series of earthquake faults in the Martis Valley, one of which could jut under the dam.

New York
Nassau Lake dam nearly finished; Project aims to ensure that contaminants do not seep downstream. Albany Times Union, 10/24/2008
Construction of new $2M 100'-long steel and concrete dam downstream of smaller old structure should be completed by year's end.

City to pay $185,000 for assessment, design rehabilitation of dam. Auburn Citizen, 10/24/08
City of Auburn awards $185,000 contract for assessment and design of State Dam rehab; could receive $300,000 state grant for improvements.

North Carolina
Will town's dreams run dry? Fayetteville Observer, 10/18/2008
From 1996 to 2003, more than $120,000 was spent on inspections and maintenance of Hope Mills Dam, and another $150,000 had been reserved for a comprehensive inspection and expected repairs. The dam's gates could not be opened as a storm dumped 8" of rain on the area, and the dam failed on May 26, 2003, collapsing a major roadway and robbing the town of a major part of its identity. The dam has been rebuilt at a cost of $9.3 million; repairs to the old structure were estimated at $2.1 million, the approximate cost of repairing the road washed out by the dam failure. A non-profit group formed in April of 2006 to help rebuild the dam and construction began in Spring 2007. Some residents are unhappy about the lower level of the new lake.

Pennsylvania

Workers widening spillway at Popodickon Dam. Pottstown Mercury, 10/05/2008
The Boyertown water authority borrowed $500,000  to widen the spillway from 20 feet to 89 feet; additional capital construction funds to help pay for $644,500 project.

Erosion could cause western Pa. river dam to fail. (AP), 10/28/2008
USACE to seek bids in November for repair of severe erosion at Allegheny River Lock and Dam No. 6. The dam's failure would adversely affect navigation, community water supply and nearby wetlands.

Rhode Island
Lincoln, DEM near dam agreement. Woonsocket Call, 10/08/2008
State DEM has suspended $1,000 fine against Town of Lincoln concerning safety issues regarding 110-year-old high-hazard-potential Lime Rock Reservoir Dam pending the signing of a consentual agreement focused on lowering the dam, improving its overflow capabilities, and enhancing its structural integrity. Problems with the dam include tree stumps within the embankment.; erosion and seepage along the downstream embankment.; a primary spillway consisting of damaged corrugated metal pipe, which is susceptible to blockage from debris.

South Carolina
Army Corps of Engineers to study new Broadway Dam. Anderson Independent Mail, 10/18/2008
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has authorized USACE study of a new dam at Broadway Lake in Anderson County to address the flood threat posed by the existing inadequate WPA facility.

Tennessee
Large cracks appear on US 129 near Chilhowee Dam. Maryville Daily Times, 

Texas
Officials addressing safety concerns for McLennan Co. dams. Longview News-Journal, 10/2/08
County officials are working with the TCEQ and the NRCS to protect residents living in the flood path of 13 watershed dams formerly classified has low-hazard structures. Over the past 5 years, Texas has seen a significant increase in the number of dams with upgraded hazard levels due to downstream development.

Virginia
LOW gains another extension on dam fix Orange [County] subdivision says Kaine administration is reviewing issue. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 9/26/2008
VA Soil and Water Conservation Board grants Lake of the Woods homeowners' association its third permit extension since March, when it was due to expire. LOW pushed for new state dam safety regulations, now in effect, but its high-hazard-potential main dam still requires a new spillway to meet the regulations. According to LOW's president, Governor Kaine is reviewing the situation.

[Seepage through karst foundation of Lake Cherokee Dam]. Winchester Star, 10/1/2008
Frederick County Board of Supervisors has authorized $500,000 to grout voids under leaking dam; lake losing about 100 to 120 gallons/minute.

Wisconsin
Vernon County to Vote on Dam Repair Referendum. WEAU-TV 13 - Eau Claire, 10/2/2008
Proposed 0.5% county wide sales tax could amount to an extra $1.1 million a year ro repair dams damaged in '08 floods. About 20 dams in the county need repairs.

No Reaction From State On Possible Lawsuit Over Lake Delton Homeowners May Bring Suit Against State. 10/08/2008

County voters can choose sales tax to pay for dam repair. Vernon Co. Broadcaster, 10/15/08
Estimated $11.75 million in repairs needed for Vernon County's 22 flood control dams.

2 workers injured at dam on Chippewa River. (AP), 10/15/2008
Accident at Xcel Energy's Dells Hydro Plant occurred when portable hydraulic lifting device collapsed while moving a large piece of equipment. Pieces of the lift hit an acetylene tank and started a small fire and caused minor damage to the roof. There was no structural damage to the dam.
