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Coal ash storage debated… Massachusetts AG enforces dam regs… “To-do” lists throughout the nation...
National News
 

$10 billion over two years needed for flood control, navigation, ports, locks and dams. [Associated General Contractors of America Press Release], 02/04/2009 Review ordered for W.Va. fly ash impoundments. (AP), 02/06/2009   


Waste ponds: Industry hazard. Charleston Gazette, 01/14/2009

 

Report calls for ban on coal-waste storage in mines. McClatchy Newspapers, 01/15/2009

 

Dam Use in the U.S. Has Passed Its Prime More dams are being demolished than built in the U.S. these days. Entrepreneur, 02/02/2009

 

Coal ash flood revives debate about hazards. New York Times, 12/25/2008

 

Rahall: Coal-ash dams 'ticking time bomb'. Charleston Gazette, 02/13/2009

WV Democrat announced plans for his legislation one week following the Kingston, TN TVA coal-ash spill. The hearing testimony is at resourcescommittee.house.gov/
 

State-by-State and International News

Arkansas
Corps seeks Cold Brook warning system improvements

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235757503929*/" . Hot Springs Star, 02/03/2009

USACE, National Weather Service, Fall River County and the City of Hot Springs collaborating on improved flood warning system for Cold Brook Dam and areas downstream.

 

California
“Dam Man” Plans New Round Of St. Francis Dam Tour; Santa Clarita Historical Society gives tour of dam as fundraiser. KHTS News, 02/17/2009

The Santa Clarita Historical Society tour of the St. Francis dam site will take place on March 15. Frank “Dam Man” Rock will lead the tour and give a short lecture on the history of the dam and what led to its failure. For more information, call 661-254-1275.

 

China
Dam may have caused deadly China earthquake. USA Today, 01/29/2009

Science magazine article says that May 12, 2008 earthquake may have been triggered by construction of new Zipingpu Dam.

 

Possible Link Between Dam and China Quake. New York Times, 02/06/2009

Columbia University scientist thinks that quake may have been triggered by the weight of 320 million tons of water in the Zipingpu Reservoir less than a mile from a major fault. His conclusions were presented to the American Geophysical Union in December. Chinese geophysicists concur that the dam may have contributed to the earthquake.

 

Scientists Link China's Dam to Earthquake, Renewing Debate. Wall Street Journal, 02/06/2009

Some scientists in China and the U.S. believe that pressure from the Zipingpu Dam may have helped trigger China's devastating earthquake in May 2008.] Associated Press/GeoEye Satellite Image

 

Costa Rica
Disturbing Unanswered Questions For Costa Rica Crucitas Gold Mine Project. ECO Worldly, 01/26/2009

On seismic risks and potential impacts of a failure of Crucitas tailings pond dam.

 

Georgia
Madison agency takes aging dam. Athens Banner-Herald, 02/17/2009

 

Iowa
Water work: Cold, clear conditions are ideal for dam inspection

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235757617079*/" . Fort Dodge Messenger, 02/06/2009

 

Kentucky
Rogers Secures $54,816,000 for Wolf Creek Dam Construction and Lake Cumberland. [Press Release: Office of U.S. Rep. Harold "Hal" Rogers], 02/25/2009

Rep. Hal Rogers (KY-05) announced that the US House of Representatives has approved $54,816,000 for continued construction on Wolf Creek Dam and recreational improvements at Lake Cumberland. The Senate will vote on this legislation next week.

 

Louisiana
George Mason Study Cautions Against NOLA Levee Security. SayCampusLife, 02/02/2009

Report available online at the Mercatus Center (www.mercatus.org).

 

Maryland
Leaky Lonaconing dam on path to rapid repair; Koontz reservoir holds back 2 million gallons of community’s drinking water. Cumberland Times-News, 02/03/2009

Repairs estimated at $110,000.

 

Maryland, D.C.
Savage River Dam project dependent on stimulus funds

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235757658715*/" . Keyser Mineral Daily News Tribune, 02/04/2009

Replacing faulty gate will cost approximately $6 million.

 

Repairs Needed To Aging Savage River Dam To Provide Flood Control, Protect D.C. Area Water Supplies. AHN, 02/05/2009

 

Massachusetts
 

Owner Of Dangerous Dam Ignores AG's Order; Dilapidated Taunton Dam Remains Public Safety Hazard. [Press Release: Massachusetts Attorney General's Office', 10/31/2008

Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley has sued the owners of Morey's Dam for delaying dam repairs ordered by the state two years ago. The dam owners also owned Whittenton Pond dam, which nearly failed four years ago. That dam has since been demolished. Story includes link to video.

 

Michigan
[Kildee secures dam funds] ConnectMidMichigan.com, 02/26/2009

Among the projects approved by the U.S. House at the request of Congressman Dale Kildee: Hamilton Dam Repair, Rehabilitation and Replacement Project, Flint River: $100,000 to rehabilitate the Hamilton Dam in downtown Flint. The dam is owned by the City of Flint, and has been classified by the State of Michigan dam safety inspection team as a “high hazard potential” dam. Only one of the six concrete gates remains functional, and failure could result in the loss of life and property. The Hamilton Dam project funding was authorized in the Water Resources Development Act of 2007 at the request of Congressman Kildee. This is a multi-year, multi-source project, and Kildee will seek additional funds in the next fiscal year.

 

Minnesota
Engineers to inspect 3 state dams for waste ash. Minneapolis Star Tribune, 01/05/2009

Becker dikes at low risk; Xcel: Ash storage ponds are ‘carefully choreographed’. St. Cloud Times, 01/26/2009

State DNR inspects ash pond dikes (considered low-hazard dams) every eight years

 

New York
Ilion hires engineering firm to begin project at reservoir. Herkimer Evening Telegram, 01/31/2009

The dam at Reservoir Two in Ilion, NY is in the process of being repaired following a $10,000 penalty from the state DEC.

 

New York
Earthquake triggers Gilboa dam inspection. 02/21/2009

M2.4 earthquake caused no apparent damage to 81-year-old dam that is undergoing improvements estimated to cost $592 million.

 

North Carolina
Residents foot bill dam repair work bill. News14.com - Charlotte, 02/18/2009

Cost of repairing Lake Upchurch dam well over $2.5 million; initial estimate: $600,000.

 

Ohio
Ohio, Fremont to demolish century-old Ballville Dam

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235757935765*/" . Mansfield News-Messenger, 02/09/2009

 

Pennsylvania
Rendell seeks budget increase, aided by fed money. (AP), 02/04/2009

Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell outlines $29B budget; wants $537 million to fix bridges, upgrade rail and aviation infrastructure and improve water and sewer systems, flood control and hazardous dams.

 

Tennessee
Percy Priest Dam assigned 2nd-highest risk level

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235757951424*/" . The Tennessean, 02/26/2009

USACE says that Percy Priest Dam poses no imminent danger to Nashville area. As with Wolf Creek and Center Hill dams, the dam's foundation rests on limestone, which is subject to erosion.

Q and A: What's wrong with Percy Priest? The Tennessean, 02/26/2009

USACE clarifies issues with dam.

 

Tennessee, Pennsylvania, West Virginia
Three states requiring inspection of coal ash impoundments after TVA breech. Electric Utility Week, 01/19/2009

 

United Kingdom
1859 downpour contributed to dam safety. Times Online - UK, 02/02/2009

1859 failure of dam that fed Scotland's Crinan Canal presaged 1930 legislation to improve reservoir safety in UK.

 

Virginia
LOW agrees to improve spillway for dam; county could lease dam to help LOW finance work

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235758043825*/" . Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 01/31/2009

After an eight-year fight with the state, the Lake of the Woods Association has agreed to improve the spillway at the Orange County subdivision's main dam. In exchange for LOW's agreeing to build a new auxiliary spillway able to discharge the probable maximum flood of 37 inches of rain in 24 hours, the state Department of Conservation and Recreation will help secure $1 million in financing to help pay for the $5.6 million project.

 

The Lake of the Woods dam: Will it ever be fixed? Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 02/09/2009

Editorial. After years of challenges to state regulations, the Lake of the Woods Association will spend $5.6 million on a new spillway for Veterans Memorial Dam.

 

RWSA agrees to convene dam panel, commission pipeline study

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235758075217*/" . Charlottesville Tomorrow, 02/24/2009

Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority contracts with Independent Technical Review Team to assess costs to repair Ragged Mountain Dam.

 

Washington
Weakened Hanson Dam concerns local officials. Auburn Reporter, 02/06/2009

USACE has lowered reservoir to assess sinkhole in right abutment of 47-year-old Howard Hanson Dam

 

Fixing the dams: Fruit companies working to make 'high-hazard unpermitted dams' safer before reservoirs fill. Yakima Herald-Republic, 02/21/2009

State working with dam owners to improve previously unpermitted dams, first aiming at 25-year flood protection; 100-year flood protection would be required within two years.

 

West Virginia
Meeting planned to discuss Bluestone Dam repairs

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235758121010*/" . Charleston Daily Mail, 02/02/2009

USACE plans to place about 600 anchors to increase the dam's stability; about 100 anchors have been installed.

 

Wisconsin
Rebuild or abandon? Future of Campbellsport Dam uncertain. FDL Reporter, 02/02/2009

Projected costs of abandonment or rehabilitation of Campbellsport's Mill Pond Dam are $250,000 or $395,000.

 

Pittsville man identified in dam fatality

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235758155117*/" . Wausau Daily Herald, 02/19/2009

A 22-year employee of the Wood County Parks and Forestry Department lost his life after failling into the water while performing maintenance on Dexter Lake Dam; the accident is under investigation.

 

Rebuilding Wisconsin, Part 1: A long and costly to-do list

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1235758173118*/" . 02/22/2009

State DNR says over $11 million needed to fix Vernon County's small dams, most of which provide flood control. The state maintenance fund has been empty since 2001.



	


