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At about 1:00 am on Dec. 22, more than a billion gallons of ash sludge poured over more than 300 acres after the walls of an ash pond at TVA's Kingston Plant collapsed.  Previous seepage-caused blowouts in 2003 and 2006 prompted fixes involving a series of drainage systems. The ash disposal site is regulated as a Class II industrial landfill by the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation.  Gov. Phil Bredesen has called for inspections of all of TVA's ash facilities and a review of state environmental regulations. The disaster has prompted other state and federal officials to consider how to prevent similar occurrences in the future.


National News

FERC hears praise for its dam safety efforts, concern about inconsistent state oversight. Platt's - Inside FERC, 12/15/2008
ASDSO President Rob Martinez, NY dam safety chief Alon Dominitz, FEMA risk-analysis chief Fred Sharrocks and others quoted in this article about a recent FERC conference.

Signs of Trouble Ahead on River Road. Washington Post, 01/04/2009
Guest editorial by American Rivers president cites near failure of Lake Needwood Dam and recent water main break as examples of need to upgrade U.S. water infrastructure.

Waste Spills at Another T.V.A. Power Plant. New York Times, 01/10/2009
Waste from a pond at an Alabama coal-fired power plant escaped into a Tennessee River tributary. The spill followed a Senate hearing on the Kingston spill, which renewed a debate over whether coal plant wastes should be subject to federal regulation.

Pool of Trouble - A toxic sludge spill in Tennessee could have been avoided. Washington Post, 01/12/2009
Editorial says EPA must issue rules that at a minimum locate fly ash pools away from water sources; require that pools be lined to prevent seepage; and institute frequent monitoring.

Rahall Introduces Legislation to Regulate Coal Ash Disposal. [U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Natural Resources Press Release], 01/14/2009
House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) introduced the Coal Ash and Reclamation Safety Act in response to the December spill of 1 billion gallons of coal ash sludge in East Tennessee when a containment wall collapsed.    Rahall said there are no federal regulations covering the sites. His proposal would set engineering standards for the embankments in the coal ash facilities and require inspections of the sites.

Fact Sheet: The Coal Ash Reclamation and Environmental Safety Act of 2009 (H.R. 493). [U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Natural Resources Press Release], 01/14/2009

"COAL ASH RECLAMATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY ACT of 2009" Introductory Remarks on H.R. 493 by U.S. Rep. Nick J. Rahall, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, on January 14, 2009. [U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Natural Resources Press Release], 01/14/2009

Obama in Ohio Friday: Why Not Fly Over TVA and Appalachia En Route? Huffington Post, 01/23/2009

State-by-State & International News

Alabama 
Dam repairs ahead of schedule. Florence Times Daily, 12/27/2008
TVA repairing cracks in Bear Creek dam; leaks first noted in 1969, shortly after dam construction.

Waste Spills at Another T.V.A. Power Plant. New York Times, 01/10/2009
Waste from a pond at an Alabama coal-fired power plant escaped into a Tennessee River tributary. The spill followed a Senate hearing on the Kingston spill, which renewed a debate over whether coal plant wastes should be subject to federal regulation.

Thousands of dams not inspected. Montgomery Advertiser, 01/13/2009
Editorial cites Tennessee coal waste impoundment failures as example of need to establish Alabama dam safety program. The state Office of Water Resources is currently conducting an inventory of the state's dams that should be completed by late 2010.

California
New study shows massive earthquake could cause Anderson Dam to fail. San Jose Mercury News, 01/05/2009

Stop-work notice can't halt Folsom Dam project. Folsom Telegraph, 01/07/2009
A project to elevate Folsom Dam will proceed despite its appearing on a state stop-work list.

Anderson Dam may fail during quake. ABC 7 News - KGO-TV/DT San Francisco, 01/13/2009
Santa Clara Valley Water District has ordered a $3.5 million comprehensive seismic study of Anderson Dam.  The study will take from 12-18 months. The State Division of Safety of Dams also ordered the district to keep water levels at Anderson Reservoir 20 feet below the spillway, descreasing the reservoir's water supply by about 23,000AF.

Colorado
Unusual alliances give dams upgrades. Denver Post, 01/11/2009
Conservationists, farmers and governments work together to obtain funding for dam rehabs.

Georgia
Georgia's Infrastructure Doesn't Make the Grade. WSAV-3, 01/14/2009
Georgia's infrastructure received a cumulative grade of C by the ASCE and a recommendation of investing over $150 billion in improvements. Georgia's Safe Dams Program is significantly underfunded. Over 1/3 of the state's high-hazard-potential dams are considered deficient by state standards.

Hawaii
Pflueger Pleads Not Guilty In Kaloko Dam Case; Attorney Says Client Encouraged State To Inspect Reservoir. KITV-TV (MSNBC), 01/07/2009
Kaloko Reservoir owner's attorney hopes to have manslaughter case thrown out before trial on grounds that grand jury was not given all the facts and lacked evidence that emergency spillway was covered.

Report: State Halted Dam Inspections; Inspections Stopped 3 Months Before Kaloko Dam Failed. (AP), 01/27/2009

Kentucky
Coal industry backs slurry safety planning. Lexington Herald-Leader, 01/06/2009
The coal industry will back a requirement for EAPs at high-hazard-potential slurry impoundments. The decision is a break from the industry's past stance. There are 64 high-hazard-potential coal-slurry impoundments in Kentucky, and about 400 high- or significant-hazard water dams. Different state agencies inspect coal-waste impoundments and water reservoirs.

More scrutiny likely for ponds; Tennessee dam collapse causes Kentucky to consider emergency plans. Lexington Herald-Leader, 01/10/2009
State Rep. Robin Webb, D-Grayson, plans to sponsor a resolution in this year's legislative session directing state regulators to draft rules requiring coal companies to develop EAPs for high-hazard potential coal slurry impoundments.

Dix Dam safety a concern in Frankfort. Lexington Herald-Leader, 01/16/2009

Maryland
The Risks in Fly Ash. Washington Post, 01/18/2009
Letter to the editor from Anne Arundel County (MD) Executive calls for EPA designation of coal ash as a hazardous material and local and state prohibition of fly ash storage.

Lawmakers pushing for better fly ash regulation. Baltimore Examiner, 01/18/2009
In a hearing this month, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee discussed ways to prevent disasters such as the Kingston fly ash pond failure.  Currently, the EPA does not classify view fly ash as hazardous waste.

Massachusetts
City Council calls on Gov. Patrick to declare dam repair emergency. Taunton Gazette, 12/29/2008
Taunton City Council request state of emergency declaration to speed construction of a new Morey's Bridge dam at Lake Sabbatia. A cofferdam has been in place for two years, since a near failure of the former dam.

Michigan
BWL set to consider Old Town dam's future. Lansing State Journal, 12/26/2008
Lansing Board of Water & Light considering options for North Lansing Dam: (1) Maintain it as is (2) Convert to hydro dam (3) Lower the height (4) Replace it with rubble.  Annual maintenance, inspections and fees cost about $50,000. A report on options and costs is forthcoming.

Minnesota
Becker dikes at low risk; Xcel: Ash storage ponds are ‘carefully choreographed’. St. Cloud Times, 01/26/2009
State DNR inspects ash pond dikes (considered low-hazard dams) every eight years


New Hampshire
N.H. preps stimulus proposals; 'Shovel-ready' projects could get federal funds. Concord Monitor, 12/28/2008
Obama liaisons have told congressional staffers that states could receive $350 billion toward infrastructure and public works projects. NH Gov. John Lynch has compiled a long list of infrastructure projects from around the state.  New Hampshire's list of needs includes around $15 million for flood control and dam work, including fixes to 28 state-owned dams.

North Carolina
Duke plans siren for Ela Dam area. Smoky Mountain Times, 12/30/2008

Oklahoma
Need for dam inspections growing. Tulsa World, 01/11/2009
Article highlights challenges faced by Oklahoma's dam safety program, including aging dams, downstream development, lack of owner compliance with inspection and EAP requirements, and severe understaffing, which hampers enforcement efforts. Personnel of the seriously understaffed state program are responsible for review of permit applications, designs, maintenance and inspection reports for nearly 4,500 dams. Article includes link to database of dam inspections as of 12/08.

Oregon
Rainfall doesn't slow dam repairs. Sweet Home New Era, 01/08/2009
Gate repairs underway at USACE's Foster Dam.

Pennsylvania
Army Corps stabilizes Allegheny dam. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 12/20/2008
Contractor fills large void under Allegheny River Lock and Dam No. 6 .

Tennessee

TVA dike bursts in Tenn., damaging a dozen homes. (AP), 12/22/2008
Ash pond failure occurred just before 1:00am; damaged 12 homes and hundreds of acres of land.

Concern Loomed Over Dam Pre-Collapse Leak Found In Retention Wall 5 Years Ago. MSNBC [WSMV-TV], 12/30/2008
Seepage addressed in 2003 by installation of drainage system; link to articles and video of coal waste impoundment that collapsed in east Tennessee.

State Testing Ash Samples For Radioactivity; Rep. Jim Cooper Questions TVA Credibility In Investigation. WSTM-TV (MSNBC), 12/31/2008
Includes link to video: TVA Sludge Tested For Radiation

Governor says state will toughen oversight on TVA facilities. The Chattanooga Times Free Press, 01/01/2009
Gov. Bredesen asks Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation to inspect all seven TVA coal plants and fly ash waste systems.

TVA rejected costly fixes; Earlier landfill blowouts sounded alarm; seepage continued as coal ash pile grew. The Tennessean, 01/04/2009
The Kingston ash facility stored wet fly ash inside of walls built 60 to 65 feet high.  The state issued a landfill permit for the site in 2000.  Following a 2003 blowout, several repair alternatives were proposed: converting to a dry ash collection system, a liner over the entire landfill, a vibrating beam cutoff wall and a new dredge cell.  Erosion was noted in a February 2008 inspection report that recommended releasing additional water from the dikes.  

Device installed to curb beavers' dam building instinct. The Tennessean, 01/07/2009

Headway slow in cleanup; Residents watch, wait for TVA to make big changes. Knoxville Sentinel, 01/22/2009
TVA has estimated cleanup costs from Kingston ash pond failure at more than $1 million a day.

Memo details TVA editing of response to ash spill. (AP), 01/23/2009

TVA offers detailed plan to clean up Ocoee River. (AP), 01/27/2009

More Kingston Fly Ash Pond Disaster Links:
http://www.tva.gov
http://state.tn.us/environment/kingston/index.shtml

Texas
Improvements Made To Pershing Dam. KFOX News, 01/01/2009
Dam that failed in 2006 prompting evacuations and wreaking destruction in south El Paso undergoes repairs; vegetation removed.

Utah
Thumbing '08: It was a year of ups, downs. Salt Lake Tribune, 12/31/2008
Editorial cites Kennecott Copper dam as example of need for public awareness of safety concerns.

Washington
Illegal dams pose potential problems. Seattle Times, 12/24/2008
State officials recently identified nearly 600 potential dams from examining aerial photos and have confirmed 68 unpermitted high-hazard-potential dams. Department of Ecology officials are working with landowners to permit and improve the dams, and 
are also working with the state Horticultural Association and the state Water Resources Association to better educate members about regulations on private dams. In recent years, five unpermitted dams have failed in Washington.

State inspectors find 11 significantly hazardous private dams. Seattle Times, 12/28/2008
Editorial lauds state dam safety office for seeking out unpermitted dams; urges hiring additional inspectors despite state hiring freeze.

West Virginia
DEP to inspect coal-ash dams in W.Va. Charleston Gazette, 01/22/2009
In the wake of the Kingston Power Plant ash pond failure in Tennessee, DEP dam safety engineers will begin a comprehensive review of WV's 16+ coal-ash impoundments, at least 6 of which are classified high-hazard-potential.  DEP will require dam owners to provided updated inspection reports, including evaluations of structural stability, from company engineers, as well as verification of any risk for reservoir break-through into underground mines.  DEP will document each impoundment through aerial photographs and conduct detailed ground inspections. Under federal and state strip-mine laws, government officials inspect coal-slurry impoundments monthly. But coal-ash dumps are exempt from the 1977 Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act.

W.Va. coal-ash dams seldom inspected, DEP says. Charleston Gazette, 01/09/2009


OSM finds fault with W.Va. coal dam enforcement. Charleston Gazette, 01/12/2009
According to a report by the federal Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation and Enforcement, WV DEP officials are not using adequate measures to ensure that coal slurry impoundments do not break into nearby underground mines.



	


