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New levee studies underway across the nation; Rep. Wood again champions Alabama dam safety legislation; Legal actions related to dam failures in Australia, Hawaii & New Jersey; WV Fly Ash Dam Condition Evaluation Report Released, more.…

National & Regional News 

Colorado State University Awarded $1.7 Million to Design Levee Overtopping Facility in Wake of Hurricane Katrina. [Colorado State University Press Release], 11/16/2009

Mean Old Levee: Homeland Security's Levee PLUGS Pass a Second Test S&T Snapshots (DHS Science & Technology Directorate newsletter) 11/17/2009

US razing dams to restore waterways. NBC Nightly News, 11/15/2009
Many U.S. dams - about 40 per year - coming down as energy technologies evolve.


State-by-State and International News

Alabama
Some call for state agency to monitor dam safety. Times Daily, 11/09/2009
Alabama is the only state that does not have an agency that monitors dam safety. State Rep. Randy Wood, R-Anniston, introduced a bill in the 2009 legislative session that called for forming a state dam safety agency, but it failed to win approval. Wood plans to introduce the bill again in 2010. The Department of Economic and Community Affairs estimated there are more than 4,000 dams in Alabama; about 94% are earthen; their average height is 26 feet. Several "close calls" have occurred over the past few years.

Australia
Companies charged over fatal dam wall collapse. ABC Rural, 11/19/2009
Two companies have been charged over the collapse of an inflatable dam wall in Central Queensland, which killed a four-year-old girl in November 2008.

California/ Nevada
San Clemente Dam to come down. Monterey Herald, 11/14/2009
California American Water revives $84 million project to demolish 106'-tall structure on the Carmel River. In a news release, Cal Am said that the project will resolve earthquake and flood safety issues associated with the dam while benefiting wildlife.

Geologists to map new fault near Truckee. Sacramento Bee, 11/19/2009
Kleinfelder and AMEC-Geomatrix have been awarded a $250,000 contract for the continuing seismic study of the Martis Creek Dam, named one of the riskiest of the Corps of Engineers' 610 dams nationwide and the subject of a long-term study and remedial efforts.

Hawaii
$25M agreement settles lawsuits over Kauai dam tragedy. 11/08/2009
In one of the largest legal settlements in Hawaii in recent years, the families of seven people killed in the Kaloko Dam tragedy and several Kauai property owners will receive $25 million in an out-of court settlement.  Contributing to the settlemtn will be the dam owner, the state of Hawaii, Kauai County, current and former owners of the land under the dam, insurers, engineering firms and contractors. The settlement resolves more than half a dozen lawsuits stemming from the March 14, 2006 disaster.  Timeline of developments included as sidebar.

Massachusetts
Trust seeking help with dam expenses. The Republican, 11/02/2009
Directors of the Belchertown Land Trust are considering forming a "betterment association" of people who benefit from the Upper Bondsville Dam. The cost of bringing the dam up to fair conditio has been estimated at $359,000; the cost of removal is as yet unknown.

Michigan
City, MDEQ Agree: Argo Headrace Shut; State grants 90-day stay on dewatering. Ann Arbor Chronicle, 11/02/2009
City of Ann Arbor complies with MI MDEQ’s order to close Argo Dam headrace.

Missouri
County explores how to regulate dam safety - County attorney asked if nuisance ordinance could be used. Jefferson City News Tribune, 11/10/2009
Cole County commissioners have asked the County Attorney if the county's nuisance ordinance could help address potential dam safety issues. Local public works and emergency management officials have expressed concerns over the safety of dams in the county.

New Jersey
Final settlement reached in dam failure cases. Medford Central Record, 10/29/2009
A settlement for $2.1 million has been reached with YMCA Camp Ockanickon, Inc., the last of the defendants to settle in the class action legal case related to flood damages in the July 2004 storm, when numerous dams in the county failed or were damaged.  If the latest settlement and  another $400,000 settlement reached earlier this month with the Girl Scouts of Camden County are given final approval in Superior Court of Burlington County, it will bring the total amount of damages settled to $9.2 million.

North Carolina
Are these plants worth rebuilding? Greensboro News & Record, 11/15/2009
Fate of deteriorated small hydro dams in question.

Dam creates waves for neighbors. Greensboro News & Record, 11/16/2009
Fixing Coble Farms II subdivision dam would cost up to $150,000 - about $3000 per home owner; some favor draining the pond. 

Pennsylvania
$1.31 million going to upgrade Tobyhanna Twp. dam. Pocono Record, 11/12/2009
State grant will be used to upgrade the Stillwater Lake Dam in Tobyhanna Township. The dam serves the Minsi Trails Boy Scouts and plays a key role in regional flood control.

Dam deterioration results in upcoming drawdown of Hereford Manor. Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 11/14/2009
45-acre lake to be lowered 4' over two weeks beginning in December; its two dams were built with inadequate fill material and compaction.

Rhode Island
Emergency workers train at mock terrorist strike. Providence Journal, 11/20/2009
A rupture of the main dam at the Scituate Reservoir was the basis for a Nov. 19 practice drill at the headquarters of the Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency.

South Carolina
Many S.C. Dams May Hold Hidden Dangers. WYFF News 4, 11/17/2009
There are more than 50,000 dams in South Carolina; many are not subject to state inspection.

Tennessee
City frustrated over Caryonah Dam repairs. Crossville Chronicle, 11/13/2009
City considering what to do with the dam that failed partially failed in August.

Texas
Army Corps must sign off on fixes for Trinity levees. Dallas Morning News, 11/14/2009
TX DOT analysis finds that sand problems found in the Trinity River levees can be easily fixed.

Virginia
LOW restates dam objections; urges state board to reconsider dam ruling. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 11/20/2009
On Nov. 19, the Lake of the Woods Association again asked the state Soil and Water Conservation Board to relieve it of having to comply with dam-safety regulations. The Orange County homeowners' association finally agreed in January to abide by the eight-year old ruling of the board and build an auxiliary spillway on the dam of its largest lake, but at a Nov. 19 Conservation Board meeting, LOW's current president asked the Board to accept other actions, such as increased monitoring, to make the dam safe.

West Virginia
Fly Ash Dam Condition Evaluation Report Released. [WV DEP Press Release], West Virginia's Department of Environmental Protection has released a report on the condition of the various fly ash impoundment dams and landfills throughout the state. 
Staff engineers conducted field inspections and aerial surveillance of all jurisdictional fly ash dams, and no imminent danger of fly ash release was observed; however, the investigation uncovered two fly ash dams that were not in the DEP inventory and were large enough for jurisdiction under the Dam Safety Act. With the discovery of the additional two dams, a total of 20 dams were inspected in the state. Sixteen are actively being used for fly ash disposal and four are inactive. Based upon NID condition assessment criteria, of the 20 fly ash dams inspected, eight are in satisfactory condition, seven are in fair, three are in poor and two are in unsatisfactory condition. In addition to inspecting the dams, fifteen permitted dry coal combustion by-product landfills were inspected. These inspections, conducted by Environmental Enforcement staff, resulted in one Administrative Order, three Notices of Violation and one warning. Six coal combustion by-product impoundments were also inspected and one warning was issued as a result of those inspections. 

U.S. EPA orders more safety tests at coal-ash ponds; AEP's W. Virginia site similar to one that failed in 2008. Columbus Dispatch, 11/08/2009
Last month, the EPA told American Electric Power to conduct additional safety tests at the ponds at Sporn because the structures there have designs similar to the one that failed in Kingston, TN. West Virginia officials also recently released a report that rated the dams surrounding Sporn's ponds as "poor."Officials at Columbus-based AEP say the Sporn pond complex, and 10 others that the EPA labeled potentially hazardous, are secure.

DEP finds problems at W.Va.'s coal-ash dams. Charleston Daily Mail, 11/08/2009
Nearly two-thirds of the coal-ash dams across West Virginia might need repairs, and a quarter of them are ranked as being in poor or unsatisfactory condition, according to a report released by the state DEP.

Thumbs down: State should do own inspections of fly ash ponds . Herald-Dispatch, 11/10/2009
Editorial calls for state DEP to become more involved in regulation of state's coal ash impoundments.

Where are all the coal ash dams? Charleston Gazette, 11/17/2009
Blog on the state of coal ash regulations.

EPA Releases Report on Coal Ash Impoundments at AEP’s Philip Sporn Facility  [EPA Press Release], 11/16/2009
The U.S. EPA released a draft report and related materials concerning two coal ash impoundments at American Electric Power’s (AEP) Philip Sporn facility in West Virginia. EPA notified West Virginia and Ohio public officials, first responders and American Energy and Power of concerns about the Philip Sporn facility on October 29. The agency took this step because a report done as part of the ongoing comprehensive review of dam integrity of coal ash impoundment sites found factors at the AEP Philip Sporn facility that are similar to the TVA Kingston facility that failed in December 2008.  Though EPA does not believe the impoundments pose an imminent threat to the surrounding communities based on the draft report’s assessment and follow-up technical reviews, EPA issued an information request letter requiring the company to conduct several studies to assure the safety of these impoundments. The company is required to provide the results of those studies to EPA within 90 days. The company has agreed to perform the requested studies. The agency will continue to work with AEP and state and local officials and will use all necessary authority to assure the safety of the facility.  The process of reviewing and responding to these reports normally takes a month or more. In this case, however, EPA expedited the process so the community had access to as much information as quickly as possible.   Draft report and related materials: 






	


