Latest Dam Safety News 
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EPA continues to assess safety of coal ash disposal sites; Settlement reached in Kaloko Dam lawsuits; Seismic evaluations and emergency action planning at Lake Isabella, CA; Rehabilitated Georgia dams hold during record flood; Thieves and vandals strike in Kansas and Ohio; Ohio River traffic shut down by lock malfunction; Fate of 150-year-old Massachusetts dam soon to be decided; Montana wilderness dam repaired with aid of helicopter;  Stimulus funds shoring up dams and levees across the nation; New hydrologic research on the 1889 Johnstown Flood; River modeling update leads to dam raisings....

National & Regional News 

Heavy windfall speeds southern-border levee rehab. ENR, 10/19/2009
$220M in stimulus funds allows U.S. section of the IBWC to accelerate work on 170 miles of levees of the Rio Grande flood control system in Texas and New Mexico.

Coal ash disposal varies from company to company. Evansville Courier & Press, 10/24/2009
A look at coal ash disposal sites at generating stations in Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky, based on available EPA documentation and information provided by the companies. Most say they have had little, if any, inspections other than those by their staff or company-hired engineers. Most also either already are or are shifting to disposing of some of their ash in dry form in landfills instead of ponds.

Former 'enemy combatant' sentenced in Illinois. CNN, 10/29/2009
Ali al-Marri has been to 8 years in prison after pleading guilty to conspiring to provide material support to a terrorist organization. Among other charges, an almanac found at al-Marri's residence was bookmarked at pages showing dams, waterways and tunnels in the US.


State-by-State News

California
Corps Will Conduct Geotechnical Work at Auxiliary Dam. KERO 23, 09/22/2009
USACE is conducting seismic evaluations of a potentially active seismic fault that passes under the right abutment of the Auxiliary Dam at Lake Isabella. The work began in late September and will continue through Spring 2010. 

Yuba moves toward 4WD ban on levees. Marysville Appeal-Democrat, 09/23/2009
Yuba County supervisors approved the first reading of a new county ordinance banning off-road vehicles from driving on the county’s levees, and increasing the penalties for motorists caught riding on them. Under the ordinance, such vehicles are banned from the levees themselves and a 10-foot space on either side of the base of the levee. Those who violate the ordinance could face a $1000 fine and a year in jail.

Santa Maria River levee improvement project breaks ground. KSBY-TV (San Luis Obispo), 10/20/2009
Corps begins $47M update of 1963 levee on Santa Maria River. In 2006 Corps declared the levee at risk of failure.

Scientists dig for answers under Isabella Dam. 10/24/2009

Public urged to plan in case of dam failure. Bakersfield Californian, 10/27/2009
Kern County supervisors approve Isabella Lake dam failure evacuation plan; pending approval by the Bakersfield City Council, the County Office of Emergency Services will begin a public education campaign. Article sidebar lists potential failure modes.

Evacuation plans ready if Isabella dams fail. Eyewitness News - KBAK/KBFX, 10/27/2009

Florida
Tampa Bay Water hires $1 million consultant to run reservoir fix. Tampa Tribune, 10/19/2009
The C.W. Bill Young Regional Reservoir cost $147 million to build. Repairs to prevent further cracking of the soil cement that covers the reservoir's sides and bottom could top $125 million.

Georgia
Gwinnett dams hold during flood. Gwinnett Herald, 10/01/2009
Fourteen dams in Gwinnett built in the 1970s to reduce floodplains on what was once agricultural land worked as intended during the recent 100-year frequency rainfall event, holding back billions of gallons of potential floodwater. Of the 14 NRCS dams in Gwinnett: Two already met the new requirements of the Safe Dams Act, eight have been upgraded to the new standards over the past eight years, and the other four are now under construction or being designed for completion by 2012. The County is spending an estimated $20.4 million to upgrade the dams with about a quarter of that total coming from USDA NRCS grants.

HawaiiSettlement reached in Kaloko Dam lawsuits. Honolulu Advertiser, 10/30/2009
A global settlement of multiple Kaloko Dam lawsuits was announced yesterday. Details of the settlement were not released.

Kansas
Vandals spill millions of gallons of water from reservoir . KSNW 3 Wichita, 09/17/2009
Recently-completed Horsethief Reservoir in Hodgeman County vandalized on Sept. 10; perpetrator climbed a fence and partially opened a spillway gate, spilling nearly 135 million gallons. Security lights and chains have since been added to the valves.

Kentucky
Corps Scrambles to Fix Gate After Failure on Ohio River. ENR, 10/12/2009
“Catastrophic equipment malfunction” occurred Sept. 27 at Markland Lock and Dam on the Ohio River: the lock’s downstream miter gate detached and sunk to the bottom of the lock chamber.

Ohio River Traffic Shut Down West of Cincinnati Due to Damaged Lock. WLEX Lexington, 10/16/2009
Traffic on the Ohio River west of Cincinnati is shut down because of damage to the Markland Locks: One of the doors unhinged, causing severe damage to the Locks.

Cash infusion shores up a dam in Kentucky. ENR, 10/19/2009
$584M USACE Wolf Creek Dam Remediation project would have stalled in July when $54.5M in fiscal year 2009 funds ran out, but an $18M American Recovery and Reinvestment Act allocation allowed the Corps and its contract team to add 33 jobs, with more anticipated, cut the schedule by 3 months and prove construction techniques so installation of a new barrier wall can begin in November.

Massachusetts
Officials debate future of dam. The Republican, 10/09/2009
Belchertown officials to work with neighboring towns and local legislators to seek funding or other assistance to deal with the 150-year-old Upper Bondsville Dam that needs to be repaired or taken down; decision expected by end of November. Bringing the former industrial dam up to standards would cost roughly $359,000.

Belchertown Land Trust slates closed session to discuss Upper Bondsville Dam options. The Republican, 10/13/2009
Belchertown Land Trust to discuss whether to repair or remove its 150-year-old Upper Bondsville Dam, built to power factories that no longer exist. The dam has been rated in poor condition.

Senator backs owners of dam. The Republican, 10/30/2009
State Sen. Stephen Brewer requests extension to state's Nov. 31 deadline for Upper Bondsville Dam owners to either repair or demolish the dam.

Montana
Space-age gate holds water at Tin Cup. Ravalli Republic, 10/07/2009
New satellite-controlled gate in century-old, high-hazard-potential Tip Cup Lake dam will allow the dam owner to make real-time adjustments to the water levels flowing down from the lake during the summer irrigating season. Prior to the gate's installation, completed with the aid of a helicopter, regulating the flow from the dam required a 7+-mile trip by horseback ride for manual adjustment of the gate. Issues relating to the Wilderness Act and repair costs have complicated maintenance and repairs at Tin Cup Lake, located in the Bitterroot Range. In the late 1990s, conservation groups filed a lawsuit to halt dam repairs assisted by helicopter and heavy equipment; once this was resolved, a legal battle of repair costs ensued. An Environmental Assessment completed in 2006 allows the Tin Cup Water and Sewer District to fly to the lake by helicopter twice each spring when safe travel up the trail is not possible and on a case-by-case basis. The District plans to raise the height of Tin Cup Dam in 2011.

New Jersey
Developer must pay to rebuild dams. Courier-Post, 10/22/2009
Superior Court rules that developer who owns Kenilworth Lake must pay most of the estimated $1 million cost of rebuilding two dams; landowners who live around the lake will be assessed the remaining 25 percent. Delays in complying with state orders to fix the leaking dams since 1995 have caused the cost of rebuilding them to escalate.

North Dakota
Mishap meant swollen ND lake dropped only inches. (AP), 10/13/2009
Partially closed valve kept Clausen Springs Dam from dropping 7 feet over the summer. The valve is now fully open, but it will take weeks to lower the level of the lake, which poses risks to the 55 residents of Kathryn. April floods eroded the dam's spillway, prompting downstream evacuations. A permanent fix could cost $3 million. The state has pledged $2 million; the county would need to contribute $1 million. Money for some of the work could come through federal disaster funds, but they would only repair the dam to its condition before last spring's floods.

Ohio
Thieves steal floodwall pieces from the floodwall worksite WKRC 12 Cincinnati, 09/17/2009
Thieves took part of the floodwall from downtown Cincinnati on August 29 and 31. Among the items taken were a dozen bronze/aluminum wedges and “ears,” and a sluice gate stem that are part of the floodwall gates at that location.

State orders Spitzer to breach the Brentwood dam . Chronicle Telegram (Lorain County), 10/27/2009

Oklahoma
$16M In Stimulus Gives Oklahoma Dams A Facelift. News on 6, 10/26/2009
More than 2,000 upstream flood control dams protect Oklahomans during heavy storms. $16 million in stimulus will rehabilitate seven aging dams and build two new ones. 

Oregon
Ore. crews rebuilding collapsed fish passage part . (AP), 09/09/2009
Crews working to repari a 140'-tall, 40'-wide section of a $100 million fish passage facility that collapsed during assembly in April at Round Butte Dam.

Monitoring system for dam considered; Sensors, cameras, probes would record data continuously. Statesman Journal, 09/16/2009
Silverton city officials are considering a remote monitoring system for the Silver Creek Dam which would include multiple surveillance cameras, sensors and probes to record data continuously.

Pennsylvania
Research at the Source of a Pennsylvania Flood. New York Times, 10/27/2009
Dr. Carrie Davis Todd, an assistant professor of geology at the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, presented her hydrologic research on the 1889 Johnstown Flood at this month's Geological Society of America meeting in Portland, Ore.  She and fellow researchers Neil Coleman, Uldis Kaktins and Reed Myers surveyed the remains of the dam, the lake and stretches along the Little Conemaugh; examined historic photographs and modeled the flow of water through the breach and downstream. They found that:
--The lake held about 23.5 million cubic yards of water, which at one point passed through the breach at nearly 11,800 cubic yards per second. 
--The peak flow occurred about 4 miles downstream, where a stone railroad viaduct acted as a second dam, 
--When the viaduct collapsed, water and debris were released at a rate that was likely greater than 15,600 cubic yards per second — roughly the average flow of the Mississippi River.

Tennessee
TVA raising height of four dams for safe operation. HydroWorld, 10/07/2009
TVA is raising the height of Cherokee, Fort Loudoun, Watts Bar and Tellico dams after a recent update of TVA’s river modeling program determined that the maximum floodwater elevations could be higher than previously calculated if a worst-case winter rainfall were to occur in the upper part of the Tennessee Valley watershed.

Lakeland dam owner issued notice of violation; State citation comes after years of unheeded repair requests. Memphis Commercial Appeal, 10/11/2009
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation has issued a notice of violation ordering repairs to  46-year-old, 30'-high Garner Lake dam, where erosion has cut a 15- to 20-foot-deep, 100-foot-long gully, and a culvert pipe has corroded.

Congress OK's spending on Center Hill, Old Hickory and Percy Priest dams. The Tennessean, 10/15/2009

TexasCity Set On Development Of Lake Action Plan. Tyler Morning Telegraph, 10/30/2009
Tyler City Council approves $435,000 contract to develop EAPs, now required by the state, for Lake Tyler, Lake Tyler East and Lake Bellwood dams.

Virginia
Gathright Dam receives potentially unsafe rating. WDBJ 7 - Roanoke, 10/09/2009
USACE concerned about seepage at the toe of the dam and a spring a quarter of a mile downstream..

Virginia gets D+ on infrastructure. Virginia Business, 10/15/2009
In a first-ever report card on the condition of Virginia’s public assets, the Virginia section of ASCE gave the state an overall grade of D+.  Of 13 categories of assets, dams and roads got the lowest grades, a D-. Section President Tom Fitzgerald said that the group nearly assigned an “F” to dams, as many are not compliant with regulations enacted in 2008. According to the report, as many as 50,000 people live in dam break inundation zones of non-compliant dams. The cost to improve Virginia’s dams to meet minimum safety standards could be as high as $220 million. That cost could double to accommodate 1,400 additional dams that moved under the state’s safety program as a result of the new regulations. The report notes that the Division of Dam Safety does not have enough staff or funding to handle its workload.  A full report will be available in January.

LOW spillway assessment gets airing. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 10/27/2009
LOW board to consider payment options to cover special assessment on dam.

Washington
Wanted: Manned security for dams . Tri-City Herald (Kennewick, Washington), 09/23/2009
Ice Harbor Dam’s visitor center has been closed because the federal government terminated the security company’s contract this month. The private company also provided security for six Snake River dams and three dams on the Columbia River, including Bonneville Dam.

Rush to Finish Barrier at Howard Hanson Dam Before Heavy Rains. Seattle Times, 10/05/2009
Persistent excessive seepage through the north abutment of Howard Hanson Dam prompted the USACE to reclassify the dam earlier this year as "unsafe" with an "urgent and compelling" need for immediate action. Only 10 of the corps' 650-plus dams fall into that high-risk category. The sand, gravel, rock and boulders that compose the leaking north abutment were deposited there by an ancient landslide.  Contractors are working to lessen the seepage while the Corps designs a more permanent fix; until then, the 235'-high earth-and-rock flood control dam will store less water, meaning that releases during a big storm could overtop downstream levees. 

Makeshift levee work could boost flood risk, Army engineers warn. Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 10/05/2009
Corps official says that raising Green River levees could compromise their structural soundness.

West Virginia
Bluestone Dam gets funding approval. Charleston Daily Mail, 10/26/2009
Senate approves nearly $82 million to strengthen flood control at Bluestone Dam, WV.

EPA Alerts W.Va. and Ohio Officials of Potential Concerns about AEP Coal Ash Impoundment. [EPA Press Release], 10/29/2009
As part of an ongoing comprehensive review of dam integrity of coal ash impoundment sites nationwide, EPA has alerted West Virginia public officials and first responders that an impoundment at American Electric Power’s Philip Sporn facility requires additional safety testing. While EPA does not believe the impoundment’s dam is at immediate risk of failure, the agency has notified WV and Ohio officials of the need for further testing to fully determine the impoundment’s integrity. 
More information on the coal ash assessments
