Association of State Dam Safety Officials
Latest Dam Safety News – Sept. 22, 2009

Small dams fail in Georgia and South Carolina; Cargo ship strikes levee protecting Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta; Stimulus-funded dam-safety contracts awarded; Tuttle Creek Dam foundation stabilization completed under budget and ahead of time; PA DEP completes enhanced inspections of coal facilities; More actions resulting from Kingston, TN coal ash spill...

National News

TVA agrees to increase rates, borrowing; cut costs. (AP), 08/20/2009
TVA plans to increase electric rates, borrow up to $3 billion over three years and slash spending to pay for a Kingston coal ash spill, court-ordered clean-air improvements and a pension fund shortfall.

AMEC Awarded Stimulus-Funded Dam-Safety Contract [AMEC Press Release], 09/01/2009
AMEC, Gannett Fleming, HDR, Kleinfelder, URS, and Black & Veatch have been selected to perform professional services related to dam safety assessment, design, design review, and construction management. The combined maximum total for all six awardees is US$60 million, with projects to be funded as least in part through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). Including options, the USDA NRCS contract will run five years and involve projects within the 48 contiguous states plus Alaska.  At least 300 and as many as 800 dam assessments are anticipated, with the work involving such elements as breach inundation mapping, failure and risk index computations, and the identification of rehabilitation alternatives. Due to the ARRA stimulus funding, consultants must be ready to begin performance within 10 calendar days of the contract award. Consultants must provide a quick turnaround on proposals for task orders, and must complete typical dam assessments within six months and typical design reviews within six weeks, with as many as 20 simultaneous task orders.

EPA Discloses Toxic Coal Ash Sites. OMB Watch, 09/01/2009
In response to a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request from several environmental groups, the EPA released a list of 584 coal ash dump sites around the country. Article includes links to the list in Excel and PDF formats.

EPA Releases Survey Results on Coal Ash Impoundments [EPA Press Release], 09/08/2009
The EPA is making information publicly available from electric utilities on the management of coal combustion residuals contained in surface impoundments and similar management units.  

3 environmental groups to sue EPA over coal-ash ponds. Louisville Courier-Journal, 09/14/2009
Defenders of Wildlife, the Sierra Club and the Environmental Integrity Project file notice of intent to sue the EPA, alleging that the agency lagged in tightening rules on power plant water pollution.


EPA Releases Reports on Dam Integrity Assessments at 17 Coal Ash Impoundments [EPA Press Release], 09/16/2009
As part of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s ongoing national effort to assess the management of coal combustion residuals, EPA is releasing the final contractor reports assessing the structural integrity of 17 impoundments and similar management units containing coal combustion residuals, commonly referred to as coal ash, at nine facilities.  These 17 impoundments have a “high” or “significant” hazard potential rating.  A high hazard potential rating is not related to the stability of those impoundments but to the potential for harm should the impoundment fail.  A significant hazard potential rating means impoundment failure can cause economic loss, environmental damage, or damage to infrastructure. EPA will assess by the end of the calendar year all of the units that had a dam hazard potential rating of high or significant in the responses provided by electric utilities to EPA’s previous information requests, and will release additional reports as they become available. 

EPA Pushing Data Out to the Public. OMB Watch, 09/15/2009
Article lauds EPA for proactively releasing information to the public, using the agency's reaction to the Kingston, TN coal ash spill as a positive example. EPA published online a list of the highest-risk dumpsites identified through a survey to electric utilities nationwide, and has since released more detailed information about the impoundments. Of 584 impoundment units in 35 states, 194 have been given NID hazard ratings. The agency plans to assess by year's end all 109 coal ash dump sites that have been assigned a high or significant hazard rating.


State-by-State & International News

California
More tests planned for Warm Springs Dam. Santa Rosa Press Democrat, 08/24/2009
USACE will install electrodes, additional monitoring wells and piezometers to determine why a monitoring well showed an unusual increase in groundwater. On July 21, a monitoring well on the face of the earth dam 700 feet from the top detected an increase in groundwater. It was the only one of the dam's 194 physical and electronic monitoring devices that has shown any unusual measurement. A chemical analysis found that it was groundwater and not water from the lake behind the dam.

Repair continues on Delta levee struck by cargo ship. Sacramento Bee, 09/01/2009
Flood disaster narrowly averted in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta after a cargo ship struck a levee on Bradford Island. The impact damaged about 100 feet of the levee, but no water leaked through it. The island helps keep salty ocean water out of the freshwater Delta. A flood on the island could have contaminated water deliveries for 23 million people. Officials urged island residents to evacuate on 8/28, but only one person opted to leave. About 100 people live on the island in Contra Costa County.

Town may help county get a Tiger by its tail. Paradise Post, 09/08/2009
Butte County Public Works to submit a grant application for  American Recovery Reinvestment Act funds to strengthen Magalia Dam and widen the Skyway that runs atop it. Environmental studies for the work were performed in 2005, but the project hasn't proceeded due to funding limitations, The dam provides water storage for the town; its strengthening will allow the reservoir to be filled to capacity.

Colorado
EPA: Colorado home to high number of coal-ash disposal ponds. Colorado Independent, 08/31/2009
Colorado ranks fourth on the list of states hosting wet coal-ash dumping ponds. Its 40 ponds compare with 53 in Indiana, 44 in Kentucky and 43 in Iowa. Also mentioned: Iowa, New Mexico, Wyoming.

Georgia
Georgia highways, roads remain closed by flooding; more rain on the way. Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 09/22/2009
Homes and businesses in Paulding County were evacuated when a dam failed and washed out the road. A second dam around Carrington Point off of Bakers Bridge partially breached, resulting in evacuations. County officials concerned about erosion at a third dam on Highway 120 near Highway 92 evacuated nearby homes. More than 1,500 people were evacuated from Trion in NW Georgia, where the Chattooga River breached a levee; volunteers working to shore up the levee.

Hawaii
Rasining Lake Wilson depends on repairs. KHON2 News, 09/08/2009
Lake Wilson was lowered by 65 feet in March to relieve pressure on its dams and provide more capacity for flood waters. Three of the four flood control gates are sealed shut. HI DLNR inspected Lake Wilson in December of 2007, with another inspection scheduled in October of this year. The earlier inspection found a need to repair the flood control gates, improve the dam’s spillway capacity, evaluate embankment stability and remove unwanted vegetation. Repairs are expected to run into the millions of dollars.          

Indiana
Ky., Ind. lead nation in coal ash ponds; Many states' inspection slacking, EPA data show. Louisville Courier-Journal, 08/31/2009
Indiana and Kentucky are the nation's top two states for coal ash ponds — and many of the holding basins were built without the guidance of trained engineers.

NIPSCO coal ash ponds unregulated. Gary Post Tribune, 09/09/2009
Ponds at Wheatfield haven't been inspected since construction in 1982. The units hold a combined 888,000 cubic yards of coal ash, fly ash, boiler slag and gypsum on more than 100 acres of land. NIPSCO said it intends to hire a contractor to conduct a safety inspection of three of the impoundments this year. The facility does not have a hazard rating; in this case it would be assigned by the state Dept of Environmental Management, not the DNR, which houses the state dam safety program.

Kansas
Corp of engineers completes Tuttle Creek Dam stabilization. Abilene Reflector-Chronicle, 09/15/2009
USACE completes foundation stabilization beneath Tuttle Creek Dam as part of the $175 million Tuttle Creek Dam Safety Assurance Project.  The project, funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, is about $75M under budget and two years ahead of schedule.

Kentucky
Ky., Ind. lead nation in coal ash ponds; Many states' inspection slacking, EPA data show. Louisville Courier-Journal, 08/31/2009
Indiana and Kentucky are the nation's top two states for coal ash ponds — and many of the holding basins were built without the guidance of trained engineers.

Korea
North Korea Opens Dam Flow, Sweeping Away 6 in the South New York Times, 09/07/2009
Without warning, around 2 am on Sept. 6, North Korea released a large volume of water from either from its newly built Hwanggang Dam 17 miles north of the South Korean border or from a smaller dam downstream on the Imjin River.  The resulting flash flood killed six South Koreans.
It is unknown whether the North unleashed the water by accident or to provoke the South. In 1986, South Korean officials became alarmed when they learned that North Korea's government was building a massive dam upstream on the Han River, which runs through Seoul. South Korea quickly built the Peace Dam as a buffer to protect its capital city.

Maryland, Pennsylvania
Susquehanna Reservoirs Losing Sediment-Storage Capacity. [USGS Press Release], 07/30/2009
During the next 15-20 years, the reservoirs behind all three dams of the lower Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania and Maryland may be filled to capacity with sediments from upstream. If this happens, sediment and nutrient loads entering the Chesapeake Bay are expected to increase. These are among the recent findings of a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) report entitled, Bathymetry and Sediment Storage Capacity Change in Three Reservoirs on the Lower Susquehanna River, 1996-2008 (available online).

Take action on sediment. York Daily Record, 09/13/2009
Editorial calls for solution to sediment accumulation behind 81-year-old Conowingo dam. USGS projects that the basin will fill in 15-20 years. The federally regulated dam is in Maryland; most of the sediment comes from Pennsylvania.

River of mud: Keep the muck at bay. York Daily Record, 09/13/2009
174 million tons of sediment are mucking up the Conowingo dam's reservoir and spilling into the Chesapeake Bay. How did it get there, and how can it be removed?

Massachusetts
Northampton's Hidden Reservoir - What will be the fate of the Chesterfield Road Dam and the pond it created? Valley Advocate, 09/03/2009
"Fish people" advocate removal of  the 1880s-era dam that impounds Upper Roberts Meadow Reservoir; Friends of the Upper Reservoir and Chesterfield Road Dam want it preserved. The state wants compliance with safety regulations.  The 35-foot-high stone and earth dam across Roberts Brook is a high-hazard-potential structure; he reservoir is a backup water supply for Northampton. Esimated costs:$1.2 million dam removal, vs. $1.6 million for repairs.

Missouri
Cost to repair spillway doubles; Network of drain tubes will avert repeat of dam's floodwater damage. Springfield News-Leader, 08/31/2009
Record rainfall in 2008 gouged large voids under the concrete spillway at Fellows Lake. Repairs will cost about $1.1 million.

Nevada
Efforts under way to bolster the dam at Stampede Reservoir; Liquefaction a danger in case of major earthquake. Reno Gazette-Journal, 09/15/2009
USBR plans to raise earth dam by up to 10'.

New Jersey
Monroe dam safety evaluated. Gloucester County Times, 09/01/2009
NJDEP continues to evaluate dams of Lower Victory Lakes after dam breaches occurred in nearby South Jersey towns. Costs of needed repairs may be shared between property owners and local government entities.

Denville's Openaki Road Bridge reopens. Daily Record, 09/03/2009
Bridge had been shut down in June after water observed flowing "abnormally" through the 18th-century dam that supports it.  The water level has been lowered and a clogged bypass cleared.

County repairing local dams. Haddonfield Sun, 09/10/2009
Camden County has removed trees from Hopkins Pond dams.  A $2 million program for ongoing inspection and maintenance of county dams stemmed from floods of 2004 that caused multiple dam failures.

North Carolina
One dam at Progress Energy's Skyland plant rates "poor". Asheville Citizen-Times, 09/21/2009
EPA report gives "poor” rating to 55 yr-old, 90-95'-high dam at Progress Energy's Skyland electric plant. Recommendations include slope stability analysis, clearing embankment vegetation, placing riprap to minimize erosion, installation of small-animal guards.

New company picked to monitor Hope Mills dam. Fayetteville Observer, 09/22/2009
Board votes to ask Mosher Engineering to provide a contract for Hope Mills Lake dam monitoring program after previously selected firm declined a contract. New dam granted a conditional permit; deadline for report to the state on the monitoring program is 9/30.

EPA rates utility ash pits low. Raleigh News & Observer, 09/22/2009
Pits at 2 Progress Energy plants get the worst safety ratings of 43 plants across the country.

Oklahoma
Ground breaks for Turkey Creek dam. Enid News, 09/10/2009
Construction of new $511,000 flood control dam will be fully funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. USDA NRCS in Oklahoma has received nearly $2 million in stimulus funds to build new flood control dams, and another $14 million in stimulus funds has been earmarked for flood control rehabilitation and repair.

Pennsylvania [See also: Maryland]
PA DEP Completes Enhanced Inspections of 42 Coal Facilities, No Major Structural Problems Found; Inspections Ordered in Wake of Tennessee Ash Spill. [PA Department of Environmental Protection Press Release], 09/03/2009
DEP dam safety inspectors found no major structural problems during enhanced inspections of 42 coal ash, slurry and waste impoundments around the state.  Environmental Protection Secretary John Hanger ordered the inspections to ensure the structures are being maintained and operated safely and in compliance with Pennsylvania's dam safety regulations following the sudden collapse of two coal ash impoundments in Tennessee last December.  In January, DEP began conducting inspections of 10 coal ash basins that were large enough to require dam permits and a Westmoreland County dam that contains chemical sludge. Those inspections revealed that the dam inspection reports were up to date and that no significant structural problems were evident at these impoundments.  The department recently completed inspections of 31 additional impoundments, most of which contain coal slurry. Although some common maintenance issues were noted at some dams, no serious structural or operation problems were discovered. The department is currently reviewing the inspection reports and will assist dam owners with correcting any potential safety or structural problems that may be identified.  In addition, the U.S. EPA is conducting independent inspections of coal ash storage facilities nationwide and will inspect three small coal ash basins at the Bruce Mansfield power plant in Beaver County and the coal ash basins at the Martins Creek power plant in Northampton County. DEP dam safety inspectors will accompany EPA on these inspections.  DEP regulates approximately 3,200 dams in Pennsylvania. For more information on coal ash impoundments, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us, keyword: "Coal Ash."

DEP Announces Forward TWP. Settlement Will Provide Reimbursement for Clean Up Costs; Agreement Will Fund Additional Cleanup, Soil Sampling and Lab Analysis. [PA Department of Environmental Protection Press Release], 09/15/2009
PA DEP has reached an agreement to resolve all litigation in connection with a 2005 ash slide.  A coal ash embankment adjacent to SR2007 collapsed on Jan. 25, 2005, temporarily damming a stream at the embankment's base. When the ash dam failed, water carried the material through the valley and onto a residential street. The agreement calls for more than $3 million in claims and damages to be paid to the commonwealth and to 25 residents.

South Carolina
Flood Waters Close Roads In Oconee County. WYFF 4, 09/21/2009
A private dam failed 9/20; White Water Lake Dam declared safe after inspection; no reports of injuries. 

Tennessee
T.V.A. to Pay $43 Million on Projects in Spill Area New York Times, 09/14/2009
TVA will spend $43 million on economic development projects in Roane County, Tenn., the site of the Kingston Plant coal ash spill last December. The money will be spent on projects not directly related to the spill, but local officials hope the work will help offset news coverage depicting the area as covered with toxic sludge. TVA has estimated that cleanup will cost $1.2 billion, including the $43 million; it has also spent $40.2 million to buy out 142 property owners.

Washington
WA considers possible dam failure; Water seeping through Green River dam prompts warnings, disaster planning. Disaster News Network, 09/03/2009
Howard Hanson Dam is leaking, prompting lower water levels while some officials worry flooding will be severe along the Green River this winter.

Many Spanish-speaking residents unaware of flood warning. KOMO News - Seattle, 09/15/2009
Repeated warnings about flood risks associated with Howard Hanson dam apparently have not reached a large sections of the community.

New securities a grim reminder of eight years ago . Wenatchee World, 09/11/2009
Article describes security measures placed on Columbia River dams, including Grand Coulee and Rocky Reach.

West Virginia
Corps Begins Periodic Inspections of Levees. Huntington News, 09/10/2009
As part of the National Levee Safety Program, USACE will begin periodic inspections of all Corps-built levees in and around the Huntington District. These inspections will begin in October and are expected to continue through late spring 2010. The District received $3.2 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act money for the periodic inspection program and has awarded $2.9 million in contract work
