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Latest News - August 2010

Association of State Dam Safety Officials

MSHA plans to change mining dams standards; Follow-up from Arizona and Iowa dam failures; Problems remain at dams at US-Mexico border; A look at Minnesota dams; New design could protect reservoir levees from waves; University of Utah climbing robot could inspect dams; Controversy over fixing wilderness dams with modern tools; Questions still being asked about Kingston Plant ash spill; Heavy rain potential underscores need for EAPs for TX dams; USACE to install additional drains at Howard Hanson Dam; Dam removals, repairs, incidents, much more...

U.S.
Dems may have lost their minds over coal ash regulation. 08/03/2010, Creative Loafing (blog)
Discussion of coal ash ponds and their threat to public safety, as well as the effects on water quality.

Mining Dam Failures Show Need for New Rules. 08/18/2010, Courthouse News Service 
The Labor Department's Mine Safety and Health Administration plans to change its standards on mining dams. 

Man vs. Nature: Why Floods Still Win. 08/26/2010, FOXNews
On how large engineering projects can lead to complex problems; cites levees protecting Sacramento, New Orleans, and Ames, Iowa. 

Arizona
Tempe lacked OK in January to repair dam. 08/01/2010, Arizona Republic
City of Tempe obtained permission from the AZ DWR to proceed with repairs in March. 

Tempe weighs options to replace broken dam. 08/04/2010, Arizona Republic
Tempe officials will hire a consultant to review three long-term solutions for replacing the Town Lake rubber dam hat failed on July 20. Bridgestone Industrial Products Inc., the dam's manufacturer, is installing a $3 million temporary dam, expected to be in place about 5 years. Long-term options include an all-rubber dam costing about $84 million, estimated to last 15 years, and steel-hinged, crest-gate dams with and without rubber bladders, costing $47.2 million with a life expectancy of 30 to 60 years (with rubber bladders); and $52.8 million with a life expectancy of 60 years (without rubber bladders). 

Tempe can't cut corners in rush to rebuild lake. 08/07/2010, Arizona Republic
Editorial notes value of Tempe Town Lake, but cautions that rush to rebuild must not risk public safety, the environment, or scarce water supplies; calls for financial transparency regarding costs. 
Storm delays dam repairs at Tempe Town Lake . 08/19/2010, AZFamily
After four rubber bladders burst at Tempe Town Lake in late July, repairs have been put on hold due a weather delay. 

Installation of rubber bladders begins at Town Lake dam. 08/25/2010, Web Devil 
Crews begin installing first rubber bladder of Tempe Town Lake’s west dam, which burst July 20. 

Brazil
Brazil government gives go-ahead for huge Amazon dam. 08/26/2010, BBC News
Contract signed for construction of Belo Monte dam on the Xingu River, a tributary of the Amazon. The dam, expected to cost between $11B-$17B, will be the world's third largest hydroelectric dam. Critics say the project will be inefficient and threatens the survival of indigenous groups. 

California (See also U.S.)
Lawsuit Initiated to Save California Endangered Species From Habitat Destruction Caused by Vegetation Clearing on Levees. 08/02/2010, Center for Biological Diversity (press release)
The Center for Biological Diversity sends a notice of intent to sue the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for stripping levees of vegetation. 

Lawsuit Initiated to Save California Endangered Species From Habitat Destruction Caused by Vegetation Clearing on Levees. 08/02/2010, [Press Release: Center for Biological Diversity]
The Center for Biological Diversity sent a notice of intent to sue USACE over a new policy that would require stripping levees of vegetation in California. The Corps already has a nationwide policy requiring removal of trees and other vegetation from levees. After Hurricane Katrina, the Corps made major changes to its nationwide levee policies, including new standards in 2009 banning vegetation on or within 15 feet of levees. Earlier this year, the agency adopted a variance policy requiring trees and bushes to be removed by September 30 unless a new variance was granted. 

China (See also U.S.)
Floating trash threatens Three Gorges Dam. 08/02/2010, People's Daily Online 
Large quantities of floating garbage could jam the miter gate of the Three Gorges Dam. 

In China, Three Gorges Dam's image showing some cracks. 08/16/2010, Los Angeles Times
Estimates of dam's capacity have been lowered. 

Colorado
GUEST COLUMN: An open letter to the citizens of Colorado Springs on SDS. 08/02/2010, Colorado Springs Gazette 
A water delivery and storage project known as the Southern Delivery System (SDS), which relies on Pueblo Dam, is discussed, along with claims that at least 17,000 people could be at risk. 

Reclamation: Dam safety not at issue . 08/24/2010, Pueblo Chieftain 
A 1977 safety report on the high hazard Pueblo Dam cites flaws two years after its completion; others claim it is still safe. 

DelawareDelaware environment: NRG offers plan to contain ash pile. 08/22/2010, The News Journal 
Impounds have given way off the Delaware River in Pennsylvania, while unlined landfills have tainted groundwater in nearby Maryland. 

Idaho
U.S. awards dam safety monitoring upgrade contract for Dworshak dam and hydro project in Idaho. 08/04/2010, HydroWorld
Contract awarded for the upgrade of Dworshak dam's monitoring system; Walla Walla District seeks upgrade of data system. 

New Dams on the Boise Leave Many Divided. 08/05/2010, New West- Missoula
Debate continues over Army Corps' examination of six potential sites for additional dams and reservoirs on the Boise River. 

Dworshak Dam safety improvements underway. 08/23/2010, KLEW-TV Lewiston
Safety improvements are underway at Dworshak Dam with the help of federal stimulus funds. 

Iowa (See also U.S.)
Doubts on dam raised long ago. 07/31/2010, Des Moines Register
Well before its failure, inspectors had noted that Lake Delhi dam lacked adequate spillway capacity. DNR to investigate gate's role in the dam's failure. 

Should taxpayers rebuild Lake Delhi? . 08/01/2010, Des Moines Register
Homeowners association wants to maintain control of Lake Delhi Dam, which failed July 24, but hopes to receive public money for its reconstruction. The lake was open to the public, but some question its overall benefits. Damage to 227 permanent residences has been documented; damage to vacation homes is not eligible for federal aid and is not being tracked by federal officials. 

31 Iowa dams have deficiencies. 08/02/2010, Des Moines Register
6 of the 31 are classified as high-hazard-potential dams; 14 are moderate-hazard. 

State lists Hydroelectric Dam as 'deficient'. 08/03/2010, Fort Dodge Messenger
Fort Dodge Hydroelectric Dam is considered 'deficient' due to its broken gates, cracked concrete, vegetation, and surrounding debris. 

Conlin Campaign: Fixing our failing dams is a necessity. 08/03/2010, [Iowa Politics Press Release]
In the wake of the dam break at Lake Delhi, recent news about failing Iowa dams and the potential to cause destruction downstream, Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Roxanne Conlin says the time has come to fix our deteriorating infrastructure. 

Lake Delhi Dam to reopen, produce electricity, group says. 08/04/2010, Des Moines Register
Lake Delhi Recreation Association sought FERC permission to resume generation of hydropower several months before the July 24 dam failure. Iowa Interstate Power operated the dam until 1973, when lightning damaged the last operating generator. 

DNR: Cedar Falls dam needs work. 08/04/2010, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier 
Cedar Falls dam classified as high hazard; DNR lists 31 dams acrossd the state as having structural problems or other deficiencies that could lead to failure. 

Little-known Clive dam makes DNR's deficient list. 08/04/2010, Des Moines Register
27'-high Woodlands Parkway dam does not meet state design criteria and is one of 31 in Iowa with structural problems or other deficiencies that could cause it to fail if improvements aren’t made. Development has occurred around and below the dam since it was built and the spillway intake tends to clog with debris. 

Harkin: Federal money unlikely for Lake Delhi dam. 08/05/2010, Chicago Tribune
This article discusses who will have to pay for the reconstruction of Lake Delhi dam, which is owned and maintained by the Lake Delhi Recreation Association. 

Friday's Our View: Dam worries. 08/06/2010, SW Iowa News 
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources reports that 31 dams in the state are considered high hazards, and 14 are moderate hazards. Lake Delhi dam, which recently failed, was not on the list. 

Gov. Culver issues executive order creating Lake Delhi task force; Task force to submit report within 120 days. 08/06/2010, [Press Release: Iowa Governor's Office]
Governor Chet Culver issued Executive Order 25, creating the Lake Delhi Recover and Rebuild Task Force, on August 6. The Task force is charged with developing strategies to assist in the recovery and rebuilding of the Lake Delhi area, and to determine if, and under what conditions, the Lake Delhi dam should be rebuilt. The Governor also directed the Iowa DNR to establish a technical panel to determine the cause of the Lake Delhi dam failure. The findings are to be submitted on or before December 1, 2010. 

Most of Iowa's 3,374 dams are privately owned. 08/06/2010, KCRG- Cedar Rapids
Eight of 80 gravity dams in Iowa are privately-owned. Troy Mills dam, a low-hazard, 7'-high, 300'-long roller-type dam, was last repaired in 2006 by volunteers. Only 12 of Iowa's 101 high-hazard dams have EAPs; the DNR is working to improve this percentage. 

Public dollars if there's a public benefit. 08/09/2010, Des Moines Register
Editorial calls for carefully weighing benefits of rebuilding Lake Delhi before dedicating public dollars to the project. 

Harkin tours Lake Delhi. 08/11/2010, Dubuque Telegraph Herald
U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, noted that he was previously unaware that FEMA funds were used to help the lake area recover from flooding in 2008. 

Authorities continue to monitor potential dam break on Shell Rock . 08/18/2010, Mason City Globe Gazette 
A lowhead dam in Rockford may be on the verge of failing, which would make it the second dam to fail in Iowa in less than a month. 

Linn County’s High-Hazard Dam Overdue for Inspection. 08/27/2010, KCRG- Cedar Rapids
The state DNR and local emergency officials have EAPs on record for 12 of the state’s 101 high-hazard-potential dams. Article cites AEGON dam as example. 

State official says dam failure at Lake Delhi is creating major silt problem. 08/31/2010, WQAD- Moline
Environmental problems are growing at Lake Delhi, where a flood-related dam failure drained the lake in July. 

City eyes levee for mobile homes. 08/19/2010, Iowa City Press Citizen 
A new levee along the west bank of the Iowa River would provide protection for a mobile-home park; estimated cost $4 million. 

Kentucky
Kentucky added to list of EPA coal waste hearing sites. 08/22/2010, Huntington Herald Dispatch 
Locals have the opportunity to tell how they have been affected by coal ash at a public hearing. 

Louisiana (See also U.S.)
Levees.org: Katrina levee breaches historic. 08/04/2010, (AP)
Levees.org is nominating the 17th Street Canal and Industrial Canal breaches to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Mississippi River levees need work to defend against 100-year storm surge. 08/19/2010, New Orleans Times-Picayune
Which Mississippi River levees must go higher to better protect against hurricane surges has yet to be determined; testing to begin on new method of raising those ultimately determined to be low. 

New Orleans Levees Nearly Ready, but Mistrusted. 08/23/2010, New York Times
New $15 billion levee protection system due to be completed at the beginning of next year’s hurricane season. Some experts say they will still provide less protection than New Orleans needs to avoid serious flooding in massive storms. 

Maryland (See Delaware)

Massachusetts
Work scheduled at Marshall Street and Lake Shore Drive. 08/01/2010, Duxbury Reporter 
state orders the town of Duxbury to repair Lower Chandler Pond Dam. 

Hopedale dam to be fixed. 08/03/2010, Milford Daily News 
Town plans to repair Freedom Street dam due to low water levels; estimated cost $25,000 to $50,000. 

08/15/2010, The Republican
Belchertown Land Trust under state orders to repair or remove Upper Bondsville Dam; seeking public input. Two engineering studies have been carried out with conflicting results. 

MexicoOfficials: Problems remain at two local reservoirs; Amistad, Falcon dams considered unsafe. 08/01/2010, Brownsville Herald
International Boundary and Water Commission officials concerned about sinkholes on the Mexico side of Amistad Dam and seepage beneath Falcon Dam. 

Michigan
Our Voice: Possibilities cascade for proposal to replace the old Hamilton Dam . 08/01/2010, MLive.com An aging Hamilton Dam may be in need of replacement, a project that could cost $5 million. 

Half Million In Funding For Boardman River Dam Project . 08/04/2010, UpNorthLive.com 
Sabin, Boardman and Brown Bridge dams to be removed; largest dam removal in the state's history at an estimated cost of $5 - $8 million. 

Minnesota
Dams in Poor Condition. 08/02/2010, KAALtv.com- Austin 
According to the DNR there are 99 dams considered to be in poor condition in Minnesota. 

Mississippi
Better barriers can help levees withstand wave erosion . 08/06/2010, High Plains Journal 
A new barrier design could protect reservoir levees from the erosive forces of wind-driven waves. 

Missouri
B-2 passes test; 1980 flood-control dam was out of compliance for eight years. 08/10/2010, Joplin Globe
The B-2, one of 5 flood control dams in western Newton County, received American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding for widening the auxiliary spillway, lowering the principal spillway and lowering the concrete intake tower. The dam was built as a low-hazard structure in 1980, but was reclassified as a high-hazard dam in 2002 due to downstream development. 

Montana
Talks fail to break impasse on Tin Cup Dam in Bitterroot wilderness. 08/19/2010, The Missoulian 
Conservation groups argue that, since Tin Cup Dam was built without motorized equipment, work should be finished by using traditional tools. 

Cabinet member inspects levees. 08/25/2010, Great Falls Tribune 
DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano and U.S. Sens. Max Baucus and Jon Tester visited Great Falls to reassure residents who say they can't afford costs of recertifying 15'-high, 7.6-mile Sun River levee, which protects about 865 properties. 

New Jersey
Dam's work is completed . 08/12/2010, NorthJersey.com 
State-mandated reconstruction of the Nosenzo Pond dam has been completed. 

Dam's work is completed. 08/13/2010, NorthJersey.com
State-mandated reconstruction of 80-year-old Nosenzo Pond dam completed; new spillway for 9'-high, 265'-long dam cost about $250,000. 

High Bridge accepts $5.6 million state loan to repair Lake Solitude dam. 08/15/2010, Hunterdon County Democrat
Town to accept $5.6 million state loan, with a 2% interest rate, to raise and strengthen Lake Solitude dam. 

Quick fix averts disaster after dam springs leak at Egg Harbor City Lake. 08/15/2010, Press of Atlantic City
Low-hazard potential, 80-year-old dam important to local economy repaired; will eventually need complete rebuild. 

Fraud charges filed in Clinton dam restorations project. 08/30/2010, myCentralJersy.com 
Police have announced charges of fraud and theft against the contractor fired earlier this summer. 

New York
Three dams in Croton Watershed rebuilt by DEP. 08/06/2010, Mid-Hudson News 
The state has completed a $51 million reconstruction on three dams- Amawalk, Titicus and Middle Branch. 

Lysander to challenge DEC decision. 08/06/2010, Eagle Newspapers
Town of Lysander plans to challenge NY DEC's classification of Willett’s Pond embankment as a medium-hazard Class B dam. 

New Zealand
NZ Dam Safety Depends on 'Blind Faith'. 08/04/2010, [Press Release: Clutha River Forum]
The Clutha River Forum, an alliance of environmental groups opposed to further dams on the Clutha River, is concerned that New Zealand’s long-awaited Dam Safety Scheme will be delayed for two years following a report by the Department of Building and Housing that the scheme would impose rules for an estimated 1150 dams ‘out of proportion to the risks.’ 

North Carolina (See also U.S.)
TVA coal-ash spill in 2008 brought new regulation. 08/07/2010, Star News
Kingston,TN spill spurred N.C. General Assembly to transfer oversight of coal ash ponds from NC Utilities Commission to NC Division of Land Resources and make them subject to the Dam Safety Act. 

Hope Mills may seek approval to remove part of breached dam. 08/11/2010, Fayetteville Observer
Town may ask state's permission to remove part of dam that failed on June 17. 

Editorial: Caution - Hope Mills board duly cautious about dam probe. 08/19/2010, FayObserver.com 
Town officials say no decision has been made about lawsuits or seeking to have the section removed at Hope Mills dam. 

Pennsylvania (See also Delaware)
Citizen-led initiative aims to restore Laurel Lakes. 07/31/2010, Citizens Voice- Wilkes-Barre
Homeowners work to raise money to repair Laurel Lakes Dam, in order for the lake to be refilled. 
Fixes at Lake Ontelaunee to cost almost $9 million. 08/11/2010, Reading Eagle
Reading Area Water Authority to spend nearly $9 million on 80-year-old Lake Ontelaunee to armor its dam, fix its bridge and dredge its upper end. $5 million will go toward covering the downstream side of the earthen embankment with stepped concrete; $3.5 million is for dredging the lake. The authority hopes to begin the work in 2012. 

Rhode Island
State says Lancaster dam a potential hazard. 08/03/2010, Worcester Telegram & Gazette
The state declares Bartlett Pond dam structurally deficient and a potential threat to public safety. Problems include sinkholes, vegetation, and a deteriorating spillway. 

South Dakota
Two rescued after collapse of dam in Hand Co.. 07/31/2010, Mitchell Daily Republic
Rose Hill Dam collapsed on July 30 after 6 to 10 inches of rain fell in the area. Two campers caught in the flood were treated for injuries. 

Tennessee
TVA exercise designed to prepare for flooding: Agency focuses on communications. 08/12/2010, istockAnalyst.com 
TVA conducts emergency flooding simulation based on different weather scenarios. 

Failure of Narrows Dam is topic of planning exercise. 08/17/2010, Nashville Leader
USACE table-top exercise focused on breach of 60-year-old Narrows Dam, upstream of Murfreesboro. 

TVA's top executive to be questioned behind closed doors about Kingston Plant ash spill. 08/31/2010, CanadianBusiness.com 
Plaintiff attorneys say TVA's top executive has "unique personal knowledge of the events and relevant matters" of Kingston Plant ash spill. 

Texas (See also Mexico)
Heavy rain potential underscores need for emergency plans for TX dams. 08/19/2010, CisionWire
Over 1700 dams in the state are considered high hazard or significant hazard potential; hundreds of them need emergency action plans. 

Utah
University of Utah mechanical engineering team develops climbing robot. 08/05/2010, KSL-TV- Salt Lake City 
A prototype was recently built by students at the University of Utah's Department of Mechanical Engineering that has the potential to inspect dams in the future. 

Virginia
Rockbridge Co. residents worry about dam's safety. 08/31/2010, Roanoke Times 
Federal government has determined that Goshen Dam constitutes a "high hazard." 

Washington
Army corps reveals new Hanson Dam repair plans to protect Green River Valley . 07/30/2010, PNW Local News - Poulsbo,WA
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has decided to install additional drains as well as extend an existing drainage tunnel to repair the Howard Hanson Dam. 

Elwha River's coming dam removal has scientists flooded with unknowns. 07/30/2010, Seattle Times
Scientists gather at the site of the largest dam removal project ever in North America, a $350 million federally funded restoration project. 

Wisconsin
Wyona Lake is on the rise. 08/09/2010, Portage Daily Register
The June 2008 failure of Wyocena Dam emptied Wyona Lake. A Wisconsin Emergency Management Grant paid for repairing a leak discovered while the dam was being repaired. A request for FEMA funding for repairs was turned down but is being appealed. 

DNR says town has to pay for dam inspection . 08/17/2010, Wisconsin Dells Events 
DNR says the town of Douglas is responsible for employing an engineer to inspect Lake Mason dam every two years.



	


