Latest Dam Safety News – January 2010

Association of State Dam Safety Officials
Ill-considered dam safety bill introduced in Virginia; Coal ash storage update; Low-hazard-potential dam failures in California, Mississippi; New Jersey dam safety program audited; Oklahoma Dam safety suffering from reduced budgets; Virginia regulations debated; Dam failure lawsuits being resolved in Hawaii, New Jersey; Kentucky activists press for rigorous oversight of Dix Dam; Missouri DNR and FEMA collaborate on EAP development effort; Pennsylvania DEP promoting public awareness of high-hazard-potential dams; Agreement signed on taking down San Clemente Dam;  NH voters may weigh in on removing Great Dam; Dam rehabilitations in the news in Alaska, Georgia, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Idaho, Ohio, Texas; More dam news from Canada, China, Jamaica...
National News

When levees fail, so does this nation. Lompoc Record, 12/16/2009

Editorial says that levee rehab should be a national funding prioritiy.

http://www.lompocrecord.com/news/opinion/editorial/article_de0c1a10-ea11-11de-aa18-001cc4c002e0.html

Levee statistics point up their importance to nation's economy. New Orleans Times-Picayune, 01/02/2010

Levees.org study shows that counties with levees account for only 28 percent of the nation's counties and only 37 percent of the nation's land area, but they contain 55 percent of the nation's population, more than 156 million people. Using 2000 census data, geographer Ezra Boyd found that total productivity for counties containing levees was nearly 3.3 times greater than it was in those without levees; the average annual income of residents was $1,500 more, and the rate of poverty was 2 percent lower.

http://www.nola.com/hurricane/index.ssf/2010/01/levee_statistics_point_up_thei.html

EPA must treat coal ash as hazardous. The Tennessean, 01/24/2010

Letter to the editor

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20100124/OPINION02/100122053/1008/OPINION01/EPA+must+treat+coal+ash+as+hazardous

TVA studies alternatives for next step in ash cleanup; Bill may exceed $741 million. Knoxville News Sentinel, 01/24/2010

Engineering and cost analysis shows TVA could spend $741.1 million on the second phase of the Kingston ash spill cleanup. TVA is looking at three alternatives for Phase II, which involves cleaning 2.4 million cubic yards of ash from Swan Pond Creek embayment and an adjacent 300 acres:

• Alternative 1 — Excavate ash from the embayment, close the dredge cells of the failed holding pond and ship 2.8 million cubic yards of sludge offsite for permanent storage — $439.6 million to $455.3 million.

• Alternative 2 — Excavate ash from the embayment and portions of the dredge cells, and ship 6.8 million cubic yards of sludge offsite for permanent storage — $719.3 million to $741.1 million.

• Alternative 3 — Excavate ash from the embayment and dispose of the 2.4 million cubic yards of sludge in rebuilt dredge cells that would be capped and closed — $268.2 million to $315.5 million.

The ash pond would be closed and capped with clay under all three alternatives, and the ash facility’s dikes would be strengthened with concrete. Each of the three basic alternatives contains two options for implementation. 

TVA is accepting public comments on the proposals through Feb. 18.

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20100124/NEWS01/1240367/1001/NEWS/TVA+studies+alternatives+for+next+step+in+ash+cleanup

TN seeks input on ash spill report. Chattanooga Times Free Press, 01/24/2010

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20100124/NEWS01/1240369

Still unresolved, Tennessee coal-ash spill only one EPA hurdle. Washington Post, 12/22/2009

A year after the Kingston coal ash spill, EPA announced that it would not meet its own year-end deadline for issuing a new rule to govern the handling of coal-ash storage.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/21/AR2009122103312.html

Study offers models for dams to adapt to climate. (AP), 01/24/2010

Researchers from the University of Washington’s Climate Impacts Group and USACE have developed computer models that simulate new operations schedules for flood control dams in the Northwest based on a climate change scenario.

http://www.theworldlink.com/articles/2010/01/24/news/doc4b5ab71466f7f475809651.txt

State-by-State & International News

Alaska

Safety improvements planned for flood control project. Fairbanks Daily News Miner, 01/27/2010

USACE making safety improvements to Moose Creek Dam after computer modeling reveals deficiencies.

http://newsminer.com/view/full_story/5669171/article-Safety-improvements-planned-for-flood-control-project?instance=home_lead_story

Arkansas

Lawmakers say levee data key for plan to avert catastrophe. Arkansas News Bureau, 12/27/2009

In 2009, the state legislature adopted legislation requiring an accounting of the status and funding of each levee district in every county. Under the measure, each levee, drainage, irrigation, watershed or river improvement district was required to file a survey with their county clerk or county court by the end of the year.  

A 2008 audit concluded that without repairs, many levees, particularly in northern and eastern Arkansas, could fail during heavy rains. The audit suggested the Legislature consider changing state law to:

--Give the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission more authority to ensure levees are properly maintained; 

--Require the ANRC to inventory levees and levee districts, develop procedures to approve construction of any new levees, and standardize levee maintenance and inspections;

--Mandate ANRC to develop uniform reporting requirements for levee financial information and create rules for merging levee districts that do not comply with federal accreditation requirements to ensure national flood insurance is available to all affected areas.

Currently the Arkansas Code prohibits the ANRC from requiring reports from levee districts. City and county officials also have no authority over levee districts; non-federal levees in local levee districts are monitored only by the board of the local levee district.

http://arkansasnews.com/2009/12/27/lawmakers-say-levee-data-key-for-plan-to-avert-catastrophe/

California

Inland counties await federal levee review. Riverside Press Enterprise, 01/02/2010

Flood control officials in the Inland area say they expect to hear sometime this year if the levees in the counties meet current federal standards or if there is a chance some years downstream that more homeowners may be required to buy flood insurance.

http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE_News_Local_N_levees03.47978de.html

Bids sought on SM River Levee project. Santa Maria Times, 01/05/2010

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is now calling for bids on the third and final phase of the rehabilitation project for the Santa Maria River Levee.

http://www.santamariatimes.com/news/local/article_0d3d517c-f9cc-11de-9dc7-001cc4c002e0.html

Deal struck to tear down 106-foot dam; would be largest dam removal in California. San Jose Mercury News, 01/12/2010

In what could be the largest dam removal project ever completed in California, government officials and the California American Water Co.agreed to tear down the 106-foot-tall San Clemente Dam. The signed agreement ended more than 10 years of study and debate and sets in motion an $84 million removal project. (Shoring up the dam would cost an estimated $50 million.)  Reasons for taking out the dam include:

--Opening the river for migration of steelhead trout;

--State dam inspectors declared it unsafe in 1991, at risk of collapse in a major earthquake;

--Its reservoir is 90 percent silted up;

--The dam doesn't provide electricity or flood protection

According to the signed agreement, the Carmel River would be rerouted for half a mile around the dam, the dam would be torn down, and the sediment would be left in place, held by large rocks. Construction on the channel to reroute the river would start in 2013, with completion of the project three years after that.

The largest dam ever removed in California was the 55-foot Sweasey Dam near Eureka in 1970 after it silted up. About 50 smaller dams in California, mostly 10 feet or so high, have been removed in the past 20 years. 

A $150 million project to tear down the 165-foot Matilija Dam in Ventura County, which is also silted up, was approved in 2004 by county officials, but has not been implemented yet because of funding shortfalls.

http://www.mercurynews.com/top-stories/ci_14168415?nclick_check=1

Deal struck to demolish San Clemente Dam. The Monterey County Herald, 01/12/2010

A proposal has been made for the Sam Clemente Dam to be demolished in order to restore wildlife habitats. Officials say the $84 million dam removal and river reroute could be the first project of its kind in the US. Demolition could begin in 2013, with the project completed in 2016.

http://www.montereyherald.com/news/ci_14171079?nclick_check=1

Dam breaks at Mojave: Horseshoe Lake drops seven feet. Victorville Daily Press, 01/21/2010

Low-hazard-potential dam at Horseshoe Lake at Mojave Narrows Regional Park breached 1/20, draining the lake by about 7'. Mounting saturation caused a hole in the dam about 20 feet wide and 15 feet deep

http://www.waterworld.com/index/display/news_display/140280943.html

Canada

BC Hydro spilling water through Comox Dam to reduce threat of flooding. Comox Valley Record, 01/12/2010

Floods threaten the City of Courtenay, forcing travelers to take alternate routes. Hydro said it would release high water flows through the Comox Dam to maintain safe reservoir levels.

http://www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver_island_north/comoxvalleyrecord/news/81274797.html

Concerned about the dam - Silver Lake. Brantford Expositor, 12/18/2009

Open house held to explain the investigation of the safety of Misner Mill Dam on Silver Lake.

http://www.brantfordexpositor.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=2227090

China

Three Gorges' underground power station to start operation in 2011. China Daily, 01/10/2010

The first underground turbine of the world's largest hydropower project is expected to be put into operation in 2011, according to the China Three Gorges Corporation (CTGC).

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-01/10/content_9294455.htm

Georgia

Repairs are key to Seagraves Lake's future. Online Athens, 01/07/2010

Earthen dam on 50-acre lake will need a new main drain in addition to a new spillway system and a taller wall; repairs could take 3 years and cost from $250,000 to $500,000.

http://www.onlineathens.com/stories/010710/new_543591654.shtml

FEMA says it might not pay for repairs to Twin Lakes dam. Times-Georgian, 01/09/2010

Twin Lakes Dam and Twin Lakes Road were damaged by floodwaters on Sept. 21 that completely washed out a spillway and ripped a portion of the road from its embankment. If FEMA does not fund repairs to the dam, the county would have to pay for the $1 million reconstruction project or drain one of the lakes permanently. The county may drain the lake rather than fix the dam, which is not subject to state regulation due to its size.

http://www.times-georgian.com/pages/full_story/push?article-FEMA+says+it+might+not+pay+for+repairs+to+Twin+Lakes+dam%20&id=5510029&instance=home_news_top

Hawaii

Hawaii taxpayers on hook for $1.5M in Kaloko Dam settlement. Honolulu Advertiser, 01/01/2010

The state has agreed to pay $1.5 million of a reported $25 million global settlement of lawsuits related to the 2006 Kaloko Dam failure. There are about 60 lawsuit plaintiffs, including families of the seven people killed when the Kaloko Dam broke on March 14, 2006, and owners of private property that was damaged by the accident.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20100101/NEWS01/1010368/Hawaii+taxpayers+on+hook+for++1.5M+in+Kaloko+Dam+settlement

Idaho

Army Corps considers long term repairs at Lucky Peak Dam. The Idaho Statesman- Boise, 01/08/2010

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans to place a seismograph on the Lucky Peak Dam and conduct emergency exercises to minimize the risks of the dam.

http://www.idahostatesman.com/newsupdates/story/1034559.html

Illinois

Flood Control First Step. Journal & Topics Newspapers Online- Chicago, 1/14/2010

Cook County Forest Preserve General Supt. has approved an extensive environmental study for controlling flooding along Salt Creek, the first step in a plan to install new flood control devices in two dams in Lake Busse.

http://www.journal-topics.com/eg/10/eg100114.1.html

Illinois

Illinois officials ask feds exactly what's wrong with their levees. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1/18/2010

The Southwestern Illinois Flood Prevention District has asked FEMA and the USACE to disclose the basis for an announcement in August 2007 that FEMA would de-accredit five Illinois levee systems that were designed to withstand a 500-year flood. FEMA proposed new flood insurance rate maps that would reclassify much of the area from moderate-risk to high-risk, or possibly unable to withstand even a 100-year flood. If the new maps become final, many property owners would be required to buy flood insurance, and at much higher premiums than now. Local leaders believe the reclassification would also severely reduce economic development in the area.

http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/illinoisnews/story/BBD91A31132B894C862576AF006C7201?OpenDocument

Kentucky

Should we worry about Dix Dam? The State-Journal- Frankfort, 1/17/2010

Article presents opposing views on what could happen if the Dix River dam, 53 miles upstream from Frankfort, were to collapse with water at peak levels. On Dec. 30, the dam owner's consultants finished an inspection of the dam for the fall of 2009, and the state Division of Water completed its biannual inspection.

http://www.state-journal.com/news/article/4749656

Opinions differ on Dix Dam safety; Memories of 1978 flood still vivid. State Journal - Frankfort, 01/17/2010

Local activists for the Kentucky Council for Dix Dam Safety continue to press for rigorous oversight of Dix Dam. The Council cites progress within the past year:

--Comprehensive owner-initiated inspections, including a new inundation study;

--An updated EAP by the dam owner;

--The Frankfort/Franklin County Emergency Management Director is working on an additional local EAP;

--The Ky Division of Water has re-established and added to its file on Dix Dam;

--The Ky Division of Water also formed a task force to review the dam owner's recent studies;

--Increased citizen awareness of the dam and the impact failure could have on the community.

http://www.state-journal.com/news/article/4749645

Louisiana

Streets near lakefront will close for levee work. New Orleans Times-Picayune, 01/11/2010

Construction of levee segments along Lake Pontchartrain from London Avenue to the Industrial Canal will require closing several streets for up to eight months. The levee improvements are aimed at protecting from flooding caused by a storm surge event with a 1 percent chance of occurring in any year, or a 100-year event.

http://www.nola.com/traffic/index.ssf/2010/01/post_4.html

Massachusetts

Townsend Harbor Dam to be repaired this summer. Sentinel & Enterprise- Fitchburg, 01/20/2010

State inspection three years ago turned up several problems, including the need to repoint stones in a canal-like structure that is part of the dam.

http://www.sentinelandenterprise.com/local/ci_14228893

Time sought to repair dam. MassLive.com, 01/26/2010

City of Northampton wants to breach the 1880s-era Upper Roberts Meadow Reservoir Dam and drain the six-acre reservoir behind it. Friends of the Upper Roberts Meadow Reservoir are pleading for more time to raise money to repair the dam instead. The state Office of Dam Safety has given the dam its lowest rating condition-wise and its highest rating in terms of danger; should the dam give way, the next dam at Roberts Meadow Reservoir could fail and flood up to 280 houses and other structures in Leeds. 

http://www.masslive.com/springfield/republican/index.ssf?/base/news-26/1264495738156780.xml&coll=1

In Millbury, dam places Brierly Pond on endangered list. Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 12/31/2009

State says significant hazard potential is in poor shape, need repairs estimated to cost $850,000.

http://www.telegram.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20091231&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=912310697&Ref=AR

Mississippi

Jones County dam breaks. Hattiesburg American, 01/22/2010

A private low-hazard dam failed around 9:45 a.m. on Jan. 21, spilling about 13 million gallons of water into Rolling Hills Ranch Lake; its dam - also low-hazard-potential -  may not hold.

http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/article/20100122/NEWS01/1220365/Act-of-Nature

Residents forced to evacuate after break. Hattiesburg American, 01/22/2010

Family evacuated after Holifield Lake dam breaks.

http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/article/20100122/NEWS01/1220366/1002/Residents-forced-to-evacuate-after-break

Missouri

DNR and FEMA Join Forces on Dam Safety. Missouri Ruralist, 01/13/2010

The Missouri DNR is beginning an effort in 2010 to make sure every High-Hazard Potential dam in the state has an EAP. Last year, only 34 of the state's 469 HHP state-regulated dams had an EAP. State regulations require owners of all dams in Missouri to have an EAP.  FEMA is underwriting some of the DNR cost of assisting dam owners in understanding their responsibilities for EAPs and getting them completed. 

http://mobile.missouriruralist.com/index.aspx?ascxid=cmsNewsStory&rmid=0&rascxid=&args=&rargs=9&dt=633989418482837500&lid=a8yebu2d9qxnz7lo&adms=633989418481275000X51010866f9&cmsSid=34617&cmsScid=9

New estimate of flood wall repair. KMOX Radio, 01/22/2010

USACE's subsurface soil investigation and analyses of the Wood River Levee system shows that subsurface soils conditions are less favorable than historic data indicated. The study raises estimated rehab cost from about $40 million to about $111.3 million.

http://www.kmox.com/pages/6182212.php?

New Hampshire

Exeter voters may be asked to OK $40,000 for Great Dam study in March. Seacoast Online, 01/08/2010

Voters may be asked in March to decide whether  to approve funding for a full feasibility study of removing Great Dam. To support the dam feasibility study, the town would need to raise $40,000 through property taxes as matching funds to a $60,000 watershed assistance grant from the state DES, which anticipates raising an additional $16,000 from other sources. The dam's deficiencies include deteriorated concrete, small leaks and the dam's inability to handle the runoff from a projected 50-year storm. 

http://www.seacoastonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100108/NEWS/1080338/-1/NEWSMAP

New Jersey

Blame flies in wake of dam breaches. The Philadelphia Inquirer, 01/04/2010

The storm that hit Burlington County on July 12 and 13, 2004 dropped 13 inches of rain, breached 21 dams and damaged 30 more, causing an estimated $25 million in property damages. Five years later, a class-action lawsuit by 300 property owners against the dam owners is coming to a close as legal proceedings turn to the task of dividing $9.25 million in settlements. Depositions, expert reports and other legal documents offer insight into how and why some of the most significant dams failed. The breakage of larger dams created a domino effect of dam collapses. An expert report commissioned by the plaintiffs concluded that most of the failed dams lacked proper armoring for overtopping protection, had slopes that were too steep, had inadequate cores that enabled excess seepage, and inadequate spillway capacity.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/80562757.html?viewAll=y

Barnegat company awarded $6M contract for Allentown bridge-dam replacement. Asbury Park Press, 01/07/2010

After years in the making, work on the Main Street bridge-dam replacement could begin as early as late February; $6+million contract awarded.

http://www.app.com/article/20100107/NEWS/1070355/1004/NEWS01&source=rss

DOT gives a dam: Stewarts spared, seaport gets spillway. Asbury Park Press, 01/21/2010

NJ DOT agrees to move a spillway in a dam safety project to the Tuckerton Seaport on Route 9.

http://www.app.com/article/20100121/COMMUNITY/1210306/DOT-gives-a-dam--Stewarts-spared--seaport-gets-spillway

Audit finds inspections lacking for one in three New Jersey dams. Atlantic City Press, 01/24/2010

A state audit of DEP submitted to the Governor’s Office Dec. 28 found 32% of the state's potentially hazardous dams were overdue on inspections. New Jersey has 1,724 dams, including 33 large ones that must be inspected annually and 527 considered a high hazard or significant hazard that must be examined every two years. The audit found that 169 of the dams were overdue on inspections, including 74 past due by more than a year.

http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/press/new_jersey/article_cd9582d4-091a-11df-b6bb-001cc4c002e0.html

New York

Bolton must inspect dam because of location upstream of homes. Glens Falls Post-Star, 12/17/2009

The town of Bolton recently spent around $30,000 surveying the Edgecomb Pond Dam, an action mandated by the NY DEC.

http://www.poststar.com/news/local/article_98e04b90-eb5c-11de-b55b-001cc4c002e0.html

Ohio

Dam projects to take time. Mount Vernon News, 01/09/2010

The USACE is prioritizing rehabilitation and repair of its dams in the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District. The USACE has projected that it could spend in excess of $600 million for maintenance and rehabilitation of all 16 dams in the Muskingum system over the next 20 years, with the MWCD’s share as the local sponsor exceeding $100 million. Several MCWD dams - including Mohawk, Dover, Bolivar, Beach City, and the Zoar Levee - are on the Corps' list of U.S. dams that need urgent major repair or replacement.

http://www.mountvernonnews.com/local/10/01/09/dam-projects-to-take-time

Oklahoma

Dam safety suffers from reduced budgets. Pauls Valley Daily Democrat, 01/21/2010

Executive director of Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts says increasing number of high-hazard dams "is putting more pressure on the system than we can handle.” The Oklahoma Conservation Commission and Oklahoma Water Resources Board are working with legislators to educate communities to avoid development that would increase a dam's hazard-potential classification.

http://www.paulsvalleydailydemocrat.com/local/local_story_021131736.html

Pennsylvania

Maintaining Mayfield's levees a big job. Scranton Times Tribune, 01/04/2010

A handful of volunteers worked to improve Mayfield's 1-mile-long levee over the summer. Crews worked about 20 hours per week for five or six weeks, cutting down 40-year-old trees, digging out buried trash and stumps, and cutting bamboo and weeds along the system. DEP officials acknowledged their progress by making the borough eligible for grant money to continue the work. The money could help the borough afford heavy equipment needed to complete necessary work, such as vegetation and sediment removal

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/maintaining-mayfield-s-levees-a-big-job-1.524375

Flood of information: DEP pushing education downstream from ‘high-hazard’ dams. Johnstown Tribune-Democrat, 01/10/2010

The PA DEP has increased efforts to alert residents about the 780 high-hazard dams it regulates.  Making the public aware of what to do should a dam upstream fail is among the stipulations of the Pennsylvania Dam Safety and Encroachment Act of 1978, which resulted from the 1977 Johnstown Flood.

http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_010230138.html

Tennessee

EPA shows TVA's Kingston coal ash cleanup options. Washington Post, 1/21/2010

As the cleanup of TVA's Kingston ash spill continues, the EPA has suggested ways to move forward and what it could cost.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/01/21/AR2010012103176.html

Legal impact of ash spill: Lawsuits likely to flood court for years to come. Knoxville News Sentinel, 12/21/2009

At least 14 lawsuits, some of them class actions, have been filed against the TVA over the Kingston coal ash spill of 12/22/08.

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/dec/21/legal-impact-ash-spill-lawsuits-flood-court-years/

Texas

Belton Dam gets facelift to remain safe in the future. News 8 Austin, 1/20/2010

Lake manager discusses the importance of repairs on Belton Dam. An extensive project is required to smooth out the slope, which was damaged in 2007 floods. The project costs $12 million, and is funded by federal stimulus money.

http://www.news8austin.com/content/your_news/default.asp?ArID=263754

Major dam makeover to avoid more destructive flooding. KENS5, 01/27/2010

$3.5 million South side Lions Dam and Spillway rehab project complete; a 2007 inspection revealed a 20'-deep, approximately 100-yd long sinkhole in the dam impounding Pecan Valley Lake. The rehabilitation included raising of the dam by approximately 2', adding of a concrete labyrinth weir and spillway, laying riprap, installing tree wells for Bald Cypress trees along the dam, and re-routing a 24 inch SAWS water line under Salado Creek.

http://www.kens5.com/news/Major-dam-makeover-to-avoid-more-destructive-flooding-82787622.html

Vermont

Problems found at Ball Mt. Dam. Brattleboro Reformer, 01/08/2010

USACE-New England District has identified several critical problems at the Ball Mountain Dam in Jamaica, including significant foundation seepage issues, poorly compacted areas of the embankment, and pervious soils under the dam. Engineers estimate the dam has prevented more than $131 million in flood damages since it was placed in operation.

http://www.reformer.com/ci_14130380?source=most_emailed

Virginia

LOW dam hazard remains unchanged. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 1/15/2010

Lake of the Woods President Bruce Kay asked the Soil and Water Conservation Board to accept LOW's enhanced emergency-action measures in lieu of building a new $6 million spillway.

http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2010/012010/01152010/521233

LOW backs changing dam laws Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 1/23/2010

Lake of the Woods HOA voted to support a bill introduced by Sen. Edd Houck, D-Spotsylvania, that says that until the state puts money in the Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and Protection Assistance Fund, the Soil and Water Conservation Board must issue regular operation and maintenance certificates for dams that do not comply with dam-safety regulations--as long as the dam owner has an EAP in place. LOW directors voted to pay up to $20,000 to a consulting firm to continue lobbying efforts in Richmond. If the bill is passed, it would not take effect until July 1.  The LOW spillway project is expected to be completed by late summer or early fall to comply with a conditional operating and maintenance certificate that expires next January.  Additional bills affecting dam safety:

A bill by Sen. John Watkins, R-Midlothian, would require the SWCB to adopt regulations that consider the impact of low-traffic-volume roads in determining a dam's hazard classification.

A similar bill introduced by Del. David Toscano, D-Charlottesville, would benefit the owners of dams built before July 1982 by permitting lower spillway-discharge requirements if dam failure wouldn't increase downstream hazard to life or property.

http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2010/012010/01232010/522861

Washington

We must protect the Green River valley from flooding. Seattle Times, 1/19/2010

An opinion article covering repair of the Green River levees and Howard Hanson Dam. The Green River valley is home to thousands of people, 100,000 jobs and $30 billion in assets.  Since 2007, approximately $56 million has been invested to improve or repair Green River levees and to provide temporary protection related to Howard Hanson Dam.

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2010835198_guest20cooke.html?prmid=op_ed

Damaged dam, old flood-protection levees a menacing brew. Portland Oregonian, 12/29/2009

Several levees in Washington are considered a failure risk, even if the damaged Howard Hanson Dam is operating normally. If problems with the dam force operators to release enough water to reach the sandbags, odds that the levees won't hold increase.

http://www.oregonlive.com/news/index.ssf/2009/12/damaged_dam_old_flood-protecti.html

West Virginia

Tree-Sitters Shut Down Infamous Mountaintop Removal Operation. The Huffington Post, 1/21/2010

TVA police arrest protesters who had scaled trees near Massey Energy's mountaintop removal operation near the Brushy Fork Impoundment, one of the nation's largest coal slurry impoundments.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jeff-biggers/breaking-tree-sitters-shu_b_431281.html

