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This content on this page is intended only as a summary of information published in various news outlets.  ASDSO does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, efficacy or timeliness of such information.

Dam failures in Iowa, Arizona, British Columbia...CA: New 465’-high dam proposed above Don Pedro Reservoir; Water users spar over responsibility for improvements to Donner Dam...Divers working on Colorado’s Chessman Dam face month in underwater compression chamber...Massachusetts Office of Dam Safety suing two dam owners for noncompliance....Corps report on May floods in Tennessee notes inadequate interagency communication during crisis. ...Four Texas border dams called marginally safe to conditionally and potentially unsafe...New safety regulations in effect in VA; new TN regulations under consideration...BC Ministry of Environment requiring remedial action on more than 140 dams following Testalinden dam failure...Brazil increases focus on dam safety...Film to examine 1975 Banqiao dam failure in China...

NATIONAL NEWS

Americans Too Confident In Flood Preparedness. 07/09/2010, North American Press Syndicate
A call to reexamine current levee management approaches and funding and encourage greater participation by states, municipalities, private owners and investors. 

STATE-BY-STATE AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Arizona  (See also: Iowa: Muddy Lake Bottom Attracts Curiosity Seekers, 7/26/10)

AZ utilities opposing proposed US coal-ash rule . 06/20/2010, Arizona Daily Star
Arizona utilities are opposing proposed federal rules that would designate coal ash as a hazardous waste, calling them costly and unnecessary. 

Rubberized dam breaks at man-made Arizona lake. 07/21/2010, (AP)
16'-foot-high section of the rubber dam on Tempe Town Lake near Arizona State University's campus broke open at about 10 p.m. on July 20. There were no immediate reports of any injuries and authorities said no structures were in immediate danger. Extreme sunlight, heat and a dry climate likely contributed to the failure. 

Plans for dam repair lead to Pinal panel's approval. 07/22/2010, Casa Grande Dispatch
Pinal County Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously approves tentative plat extension for large subdivision near Magma Dam, classified as “unsafe” and in need of repairs. In June the Magma Flood Control District received verbal approval from the NRCS that its application for 65 percent federal funding for the nearly $13 million project had been approved. The District expects to invite bids in November and start construction in early 2011; repairs should take 12 to 14 months. 

Tempe Town Lake dam replacement put on hold. 07/28/2010, Arizona Republic
AZ DWR wants dam failure analysis and reconstruction timeline before failed dam is replaced. Officials say the timing of the dam failure - 9:46 p.m. on July 20 - saved lives, as workers were scheduled to be onsite the following morning. Tempe had already planned to replace the deteriorating dam with a new set of four rubber dams as a temporary measure until a permanent replacement could be put in place. (Article includes link to slideshow on the event.) 

Brazil

Devastating floods linked to dam bursts in Northeast Brazil. 07/06/2010, International Rivers (blog)
Writers call dam safety a recurrent problem in Brazil. A series of dam breaks last month had been preceded by at least six similar episodes within the past 5 years. In April, the Brazilian Congress approved creation of a national commission of dam safety, a risk management system with safety inspections and procedures and emergency action plans. 

California

Editorial: Partial reprieve for river greenery. 06/30/2010, Sacramento Bee
Editorial applauds USACE for allowing Natomas levee trees to stay in place, but says Corps policy still too strict. 

PID shrinks capitol plans, defers projects. 07/01/2010, Paradise Post
Paradise Irrigation District to wait at least a year on plan for 3' raise of Paradise Lake with an inflatable dam. 

$80 million Battle Creek dam removal begins. 07/05/2010, Record-Searchlight
Project to remove 5 small PG&E power dams (including Wildcat, North Fork, and Coleman Diversion) by the end of 2014 is expected to open 48 miles of salmon and steelhead habitat. 

Army Corps of Engineers tests Seven Oaks Dam . 07/13/2010, Redlands Daily Facts 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers test Seven Oaks Dam to learn if its hydraulic gates and tunnel work properly. 

Guy West Bridge to close for levee upgrades July 18. 07/16/2010, The Sacramento Press 
Corps of Engineers Sacramento District begins construction on a levee improvement project. 

Everyone weighs in on new California dam. 07/21/2010, Miami Herald
Proposed $1.3 billion Red Mountain Bar pumped storage project involves constructing a new 1,700-foot long, 465-foot high dam across a ravine above the current Don Pedro Reservoir to form a new 244-acre upper reservoir. Preliminary tests, studies, surveys and plans are expected to cost between $15 million and $20 million; overall project costs estimated at $1.3 billion. 

Water authority seeks payment for Donner dam improvements. 07/21/2010, Reno Gazette-Journal
Truckee Meadows Water Authority seeking $500,000 from Truckee-Carson Irrigation District for half the cost of improvements to the Donner Lake dam ordered by the California Department of Dam Safety. TCID protests that TMWA undertook the dam work without its concurrence as required under a 67-year-old agreement. The organizations in dispute have equal shares of water released from Donner Lake.   (California/ Nevada)

Regulations akin to thorn in district’s side. 07/28/2010, Ramona Sentinel
Dambreak analysis required by CA EMA for proposed wet weather storage ponds in the Santa Maria Wastewater Service Area would cost Ramona Municipal Water District approximately $31,000. 

Canada

Ministry dropped the ball on Oliver slide. 06/29/2010, Penticton Western News
Editorial letter questions why Ministry of Environment failed to take action after overtopping of the Testalinden Lake Dam was observed two days before the dam failed. 

Slide victims bogged down in bureaucracy. 07/01/2010, Penticton Western News
Residents want answers on who's responsible for the June 13 Testalinden Creek debris flow in British Columbia. A report should be ready in mid-July. 

B.C. orders repairs to 143 dams; Officials rushed to inspect 600 structures after dam collapsed near Oliver. 07/16/2010, Vancouver Sun
The Ministry of Environment is requiring remedial action on more than 140 dams across B.C. following a rapid assessment of structures similar to the Testalinden dam near Oliver, which collapsed last month with disastrous consequences. Of more than 600 dams assessed after that disaster, the ministry has ordered immediate action in three cases. 

Peace River dams have high risks. 06/23/2010, Energeticcity
The June 13 failure of the 80 year-old Testalinden Creek dam in Oliver, B.C. has put into question the safety of dams in the area. W.A.C. Bennett Dam and the Peace Canyon Dam have a “very high” consequence classification, which means the risks of failure could include over 100 deaths and economic losses of over $100 million, and possible significant environmental and cultural losses. Dams with a ‘high’ or ‘very high’ classification are checked every five years by the B.C. Ministry of Environment, while the dam operators are required to conduct an annual inspection and a monthly surveillance of their dams.] 

BCGEU welcomes full review of dam safety regulations. 07/15/2010, CNW Group [B.C. Government and Service Employees' Union Press Release]
Report on Testalinden Dam failure cites staff cuts, workload and 'inappropriate' regulation. 

China

Disaster film opens dam debate. 07/01/2010, The National (UAE)
"Dam999" is based on the 1975 Banqiao dam failure in China, which claimed 85,000 lives upon failure and another 145,000 in an ensuing famine and epidemic. The film, now in production in the United Arab Emirates, will be released in December. 

Colorado

Underwater undertaking to fix Cheesman Dam almost underway. 07/24/2010, Denver Post
Denver Water undertaking $18.3 million overhaul of corroding fixtures on 105-year-old, 221'-high granite-brick Cheesman Dam. Divers will live underwater for a month in a compression chamber. Their work will involve blasting, cutting and prying out corroded iron fixtures; bolting in three rectangular stainless-steel sleeves designed to carry reservoir water into tunnels, injecting grout and sealing them in place; installing a trash grate with 2-inch holes coated with enamel designed to prevent invasive mussels from attaching - all to be accomplished before winter and without interrupting Denver's water supply. 

Hawaii

State draws up rules for dams, reservoirs. 07/09/2010, Honolulu Star Advertiser
Proposals for fines and certification hope to avoid a breach like one on Kauai in 2006. Under proposed rules scheduled for public hearings in September, major dams and reservoirs in Hawaii would have to be certified by the state. Owners could face fines up to $25,000 a day for not complying. 

Idaho

Ashton Dam reconstruction begins. 07/21/2010, KIDK
Blasting for bypass tunnel to allow Henry’s Fork River to pass around the dam beginning this month; dam construction to begin in 2011 with project completion expected in 2012. 

Iowa

Frustration over levee grows. 07/01/2010, (AP)
Residents of a 200-home Des Moines neighborhood are frustrated that their homes may be inundated by floodwaters again, 17 years after discussions first began on building a new levee to protect the area. The existing levee between the Birdland neighborhood and the Des Moines River failed in 1993 and 2008, flooding 135 homes and businesses. After many delays, construction of a new levee was to begin in June, but heavy rains intervened. Saylorville Lake, which is designed to protect the city from flooding, is near capacity; residents hope the weakened levee will hold. 

Lake Rathbun Officials Prepare For Flooding. 07/22/2010, KCCI Des Moines
Lake Rathbun flood control reservoir nearing its highest level ever; dam safety and flooding experts called in to monitor situation and ensure public safety. 

Downstream Residents Dodge Bullet After Lake Delhi Dam Fails. 07/24/2010, KCRG- Cedar Rapids
Lake Delhi dam on the Maquoketa River was completed in 1929. It generated power for the Interstate Power Co. until 1973, when the dam was sold to the Lake Delhi Recreation Association. Efforts had been underway to again generate power from the dam and 450-acre lake. The dam was last fully inspected by the IA DNR in May 2009. Although a few minor repairs were still needed following the flooding of 2008, no major structural problems were found on the dam. (Photos, video at this link.) 

Lake Delhi Dam Fails in Wake of Record Flooding. 07/24/2010, [Iowa DNR Press Release]
Record flooding on the Maquoketa River caused the Lake Delhi dam to fail on July 24. The city of Hopkinton and some cabins downstream were evacuated; portions of State Highway 38 were closed. The Lake Delhi dam has a cement -constructed spillway in the center and earthen structure on either side. The record flooding caused water to go over the dam and the south portion of the dam was experiencing a major breach. The road over the dam began collapsing at approximately 1 p.m. as the water cut a 30-foot wide swath on the south side and began cascading more than 40 feet to the Maquoketa River below. The Lake Delhi dam was last fully inspected by the DNR in May of 2009, and although a few minor repairs were still needed to be made following the flooding of 2008, no major structural problems were found on the dam, according to Lori McDaniel, supervisor of the DNR's flood plain and dam safety section. The department is currently working with local communities across the state to establish and review emergency plans for similar situations that could occur. 

Experts say Central Iowa dams safe despite concerns following Lake Delhi break. 07/25/2010, WHO-TV
Polk County Emergency management officials say Saylorville Dam is safe. 

After dam failure, Iowa's nine-mile-long Lake Delhi is gone. 07/26/2010, Des Moines Register
Sudden floodwaters breached a 300' earthen section next to the main concrete structure of 92-year-old, 50'-high Lake Delhi Dam on July 24 after storms dumped up to a foot of water on areas upstream. Article includes sidebar discussion of liability issues; photos and video also at this link. 

Family finds flooded home ripped in half . 07/26/2010, Des Moines Register
Family evacuated at dawn as Lake Delhi dam neared collapse. 

'Ridiculous' rainstorms set area up for disaster . 07/26/2010, Des Moines Register
Parts of northeast Iowa experienced up to 13 inches of rain in two days. 

Gov. Culver: Issues disaster proclamation for Delaware, Jones County. 07/26/2010, [Iowa Governor's Office Press Release]
Governor Chet Culver issued a disaster proclamation for Delaware and Jones Counties due to recent flash flooding. The proclamation authorized implementation of the State Individual Assistance Grant Program to assist eligible residents of those counties. The Program provides up to $5,000 in reimbursements for damages incurred for individuals and families whose income is less than 200 percent above the poverty level. That means individuals making $21,660 or less may qualify, and a family of four making $44,100 or less may qualify. 

Gov. Culver: Praises quick response to Lake Delhi dam break. 07/26/2010, [Iowa Governor's Office Press Release]
Governor Chet Culver praised the quick action of citizens and emergency personnel in response to a dam break at Lake Delhi. Upon hearing of the dam failure, Culver immediately traveled to the town of Monticello, where he met with emergency personnel. Culver sent National Guard troops to the area and activated the state Emergency Operation Center at Camp Dodge, which coordinates emergency response. He also issued a disaster proclamation for Delaware and Jones counties, allowing state resources to be utilized to deal with damage caused by the storms. "While flooding now seems to be all too common in Iowa, especially as parts of the state have received more than 300 percent of their annual rainfall total already this year, we are bringing all needed resources to bear on the Lake Delhi dam breach and will be working with the local officials in Monticello, Hopkinton and other affected communities and will assist and support them throughout the recovery and rebuilding process," Culver said. 

200 Structures Destroyed In Iowa Dam Flooding. 07/26/2010, WIBW
At least 200 structures were destroyed and 1,100 damaged after Lake Dehli dam failure. No injuries were reported. 

Clean-up will be costly after dam break, Maquoketa braces for flood crest. 07/26/2010, Radio Iowa
A number of chemicals washed into the Maquoketa River and between 250 and 300 homes were damaged when the Dehli Dam burst on 7/24. Officials stacked sandbags to prevent damages to Maquoketa’s wastewater facility, electric plant and water treatment facility. 

`Muddy lake bottom attracts curiosity-seekers . 07/26/2010, Des Moines Register.
Treasure seekers flock to emptied lake beds following dam failures in Iowa and Arizona.

First, help Delhi residents recover. 07/27/2010, Des Moines Register
Editorial urges state and federal governments to help victims of Lake Delhi dam failure. The dam failed after some upstream areas received up to 13 inches of rain in 48 hours. Since 1993 Iowa has seen at least three floods of historic proportions that, statistically, aren't expected to be repeated more than about once every half-century. 

Readout of Secretary Napolitano’s Call to Iowa Governor Chet Culver. 07/27/2010, [DHS Press Release]
DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano and Iowa Governor Chet Culver discussed state and local recovery efforts following the Lake Delhi Dam failure, including Preliminary Damage Assessments to be carried out by the Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division with FEMA support. Iowa has not yet requested federal assistance. 

Experts worry about increase in deficient U.S. dams. 07/27/2010, Des Moines Register
The failure of the 88-year-old dam at Lake Delhi underscores the nation's aging dams problem. Although the dam was considered structurally sound, it lacked an emergency spillway. If it is rebuilt, an emergency spillway or additional gates will be required, or the back slope could be armored to safely allow overtopping. Iowa's dam safety program has one employee to monitor 3,800 dams. 

Are Iowa's 3,300 Dams Safe? . 07/27/2010, KCCI - Des Moines
Iowa DNR inspects High hazard dams at least every other year and significant (moderate) hazard dams at least once every 5 years. DNR officials said the Delhi failure is probably the worst moderate-hazard dam failure in recent history. 

Governor Culver Meets with Lake Delhi Residents; Plan for debris removal includes public-private partnership. 07/28/2010, [Press Release: Iowa Governor's Office]
Governor Chet Culver announced a cleanup plan while meeting with Lake Delhi area residents on 7/28. The Lake Delhi Recreation Association will incur the cost to transport debris from homes to a collection site, and Delaware County will pay to move the debris to a landfill. FEMA may cover costs of moving the debris to the permanent landfill if Governor Culver’s request for a Presidential Disaster Declaration is granted. Culver also visited flooded farms in three counties, where thousands of acres of crops were flooded. The counties are eligible for the State’s Individual Assistance Grant Program, which provides up to $5,000 for damages for individuals and families whose income is less than 200 percent above the poverty level. Damage assessments, which will determine if the Governor can ask for a Presidential disaster declaration, will be completed by end of the week. 

Engineers say floodgate is suspect in Delhi dam failure. 07/29/2010, Des Moines Register
One of Lake Delhi's three floodgates was inoperable and partly closed when the dam failed after overtopping. The dam owner was given until the end of 2009 to fix the problem, caused by flooding in 2008, but said that the work was delayed by lack of financing and availability of a contractor. 

Maine

DEP Approves Veazie Dam Removal. 07/16/2010, MPBN News 
In order to promote fish passage, one group call for the removal of Veazie Dam. 

Lawsuits threatened against dam owners. 07/16/2010, Kennebec Journal 
A group claims to have sent letters to the owners of Lockwood Dam, Hydro Kennebec, Shawmut Dam, and Weston Dam, threatening to sue them under the U.S. Clean Water Act. 

Maryland

Consultant Endorses Fixing Failing Western Md. Dam. 07/14/2010, WJZ- Hagerstown 
Decisions are being made as to whether or not a leaky dam should be repaired or removed. 

Massachusetts

Dam Owner Sued For Neglect Works For State. 07/07/2010, The Boston Channel
State suing two dam owners for noncompliance; one is a state clerk magistrate with Boston Municipal Courts who owns Plympton dam, which state officials have labeled as one of the most dangerous and worst maintained dams in the state. The second lawsuit is over the Bel Air Dam in Pittsfield. 

'Urgent' dam repairs delayed. 07/12/2010, Worcester Telegram & Gazette
Westville Lake's dam experiences seepage; Corps considers options for repair. 

Terry Brook Dam bids for upgrade received in Fall River. 07/21/2010, Fall River Herald News
10 bids ranging from $578,030 to $937,450 received for upgrade of Terry Brook Dam and spillway in Freetown. The work involves tree removal, slope modification, and upgrades to the spillway and gates. Construction is expected to begin in August and should be complete in about six months. 

Rez just not the same this year, neighbors say. 07/22/2010, Canton Citizen
Residents are concerned that Pleasant Street Dam may be breached rather than repaired, draining Reservoir Pond. The poor condition of the dam and reservoir has kept many from using the lake this year. The state has granted extensions for repairs, and the town of Canton has been trying to work out an agreement with the dam owner, a private company. 

Michigan

UPPCO looking to sell dams. 07/28/2010, Upper Michigan Source
Upper Peninsula Power Company puts three hydroelectric dams on the Escanaba River up for sale. 

Missouri/Illinois

Environmental groups denounce use of coal ash to fortify levees. 07/16/2010, Belleville News Democrat 
Groups denounce a federal plan calling to use coal ash to strengthen levees. 

Nevada  [See California]

New York

State passes dam maintenance costs to county. 07/14/2010, Fulton Valley News 
New state legislation requires Oswego County to absorb the responsibility of dam inspections and maintenance for two dams. 

North Carolina

Bonds will pay for city water construction projects. 07/07/2010, Burlington Times News
Burlington to issue bonds to pay for reinforcing dams at Stoney Creek ($6.4M) and Lake Cammack ($2.7). Construction is slated to begin in spring 2011; should be complete by December 2011. 

North Dakota

Army Corps plans next phase of Devils Lake embankment project. 07/02/2010, Grand Forks Herald
USACE-St. Paul releases draft environmental assessment on planned raise of embankment dam protecting the city of Devils Lake. 

Kathryn residents waiting for Clausen Springs dam repair. 07/21/2010, WDAY News
Safety of Clausen Springs Dam continues to concern Kathryn's 55 residents, evacuated when the dam began eroding last year. Needed spillway repairs to the high hazard dam are estimated to cost almost $6 million. Some hope the state will approve a less expensive option that would still protect the town. 

Dam repair may cost $6 million, twice the estimate. 07/22/2010, (AP)
Because of poor soil conditions, a planned concrete spillway will require more concrete than expected, sharply increasing the cost. A more affordable fix would involve armoring the surface of the earthen spillway with concrete block, but the strategy does not comply with state regulations. 

ND state money sought to repair rural dams . 07/28/2010, (AP)
State Water Commission to consider two requests for almost $500,000 to fix dams damaged in spring flooding: --$115,000 for soil erosion damage to the Absaraka Dam's emergency spillway (total cost approx. $1 million) --$373,000 for Cottonwood Creek emergency spillway at Lake LaMoure (total cost approx. $2.5 million) 

Ohio

ODNR to breach failing dam at Ponderosa Park. 07/08/2010, Farm and Dairy- Columbus 
A failing dam at Ponderosa Park Resort will be lowered in order to ensure public safety. 

State says there's no time to wait on failing dam. 07/14/2010, Chagrin Valley Publishing 
Kenston Lake dam is failing rapidly due to active seepage and erosion. 

Oklahoma

Help trickles in for leaky Pine Creek Lake dam . 07/16/2010, Texarkana Gazette 
The Corps has scheduled a public meeting to discuss seepage at Pine Creek Lake dam. 

Oregon

Lawmaker tours troubled Milton-Freewater levees. 07/07/2010, Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
U.S. Rep. Greg Walden toured portions of the levees in Milton-Freewater along the Walla Walla River and participated in a public discussion about how to repair the structures and re-draw federal flood maps. 

Tennessee

State dam inspection law is flawed. 07/13/2010, Jackson Sun
Editorial calls for changing state law that allows high-hazard watershed dams to be reclassified as unregulated farm ponds once they reach 50 years of age. New rules are expected to be introduced in the 2011 session of the General Assembly. 

Corps admits miscues in flood but agency's report says it averted more damage. 07/22/2010, Nashville Tennessean
New 292-page Corps report on May flooding in Tennessee notes inadequate communication between the USACE, the National Weather Service and other agencies during the crisis. 

Dam Breached in March Rebuilt (Submitted to ASDSO, 7/27/2010) 
Caryonah Dam in Cumberland County, TN, has been rebuilt.  The low hazard, 40-foot high dam developed a sinkhole last August and was kept drained by pumps until it was breached in March of this year.  The breach and rebuild were carried out according to plans approved by the Tennessee Safe Dams and Water Pollution Control programs.  The dam provides a backup source of water for the city of Crossville, but lies on a private hunting preserve.

Texas

Inspections indicate weakness in some dams. 07/14/2010, Brownsville Herald
According to a report from the USACE, inspections of Amistad, Anzalduas, Falcon, and Retamal dams in South Texas show them to be from marginally safe to conditionally and potentially unsafe. According to the IBWC, the structures are operating normally. 

Emergency Repairs On Levee Complete. 07/15/2010, KRGV- Rio Grande Valley 
Crews fix an erosion issue threatening nearby homes. 

State keeping eye on dams and levees. 07/19/2010, Brownsville Herald
The Texas Division of Emergency Management sending four senior staff members from the Dam Safety Program to the Rio Grande Valley to coordinate with the International Boundary and Water Commission and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality on ensuring safety of dams along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Vermont

State to discuss removal of Dufresne Pond Dam in Manchester at Thursday meeting. 07/12/2010, Rutland Herald
State officials will discuss plans to remove the Dufresne Pond Dam at a town meeting. 

Virginia

Boy's body found; dam safety questioned. 07/01/2010, Northern Virginia Daily
A 9-year-old boy drowned after being pulled into the current below Riverton Dam on the North Fork of the Shenandoah River. Officials of the town of Front Royal were already in the process of having the more than 100-year-old dam removed. 

First safety permit goes to LOW dam; LOW's second dam is first to be certified under the state's new safety guidelines.. 07/18/2010, Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star
Lake of the Woods' Keaton's Run dam receives the first six-year unconditional operation and maintenance certificate issued by the state under revised dam-safety regulations, unanimously adopted 7/15 by the state Soil and Water Conservation Board. The new law lowers the amount of water a spillway must be able to discharge, which effectively saved LOW $6 million in construction costs.
